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tAldnoaO iNdm;sjrekaf.a m‚úvh

Ôj.=Kfhka hq;a m%cd;ka;%jdohla ;=<" 

ksoyia" wdpdrO¾óh iy ks¾NS; udOH 

l,djla hkq ieuúgu uyck iqNisoaêfha 

m%Odk;u wdrlaIlhd fõ' › ,xld l¾;D 

ixioh iy › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh tlaj 

ixúOdkh lrkq ,nk — ckudOH úYsIag;d 
iïudk ˜ ishjilg wêl ld,hla ;siafia 

tu mrudo¾Yfha wiuiu ñkqïoKav f,i 

jecfUhs'

hqoaOh" jdrKh iy udOH ksoyi yuqfõ meje;s oeä n,mEï yuqfõ werUqKq fuu 

iïudk Wf<," yqfola we.hSï msßkeóug muKla iSud fkdù" l¾;D uKav,Sh 

iajdëk;ajh iq/lSug;a" isxy," fou< iy bx.%Sis udOH mqrdjgu udOH Ys,amh by< 

kexùug;a bÈßm;a úh'

fuu iïudk Wf<, u.ska wmf.a udOH lafIa;%h" isõ jeks wdKavqj yev.eiajQ 

kshuqjkaf.a Wreuhg f.!rj lrñka - .fõIKd;aul .eUqr" idudchSh l;sldj;" 

;shqKq úpdrh fukau m%dfoaYSh iy wdOqksl udOHfõ§kaf.a ffO¾hh we.hSug ,la 

lrñka  mqj;am;a l,dfõ W;=ïu ld¾hNdrhg Wmydr mqo lrhs( tkï" n,OdÍka 

j.ùug ,la lsÍu" wirK jQjkaf.a y~ njg m;aùu iy iïmQ¾K wLKav;djfhka 

hq;=j i;Hh Wfoid fmkS isàuhs'

äðg,a wi;H f;dr;=re" w;sYfhdala;sh  iy iS>% jHqyd;aul fjkialï yuqfõ wmf.a 

jD;a;sh wNsfhda.hg ,laj we;s j;auka hq.fha" wdpdrO¾udkql+,j f;dr;=re ;yjqre 

lsÍu iy uyck ys;ldó jd¾;dlrKh fjk ljrodg;a jvd jeo.;a fõ' ienE 

udOHlrKh hkq yqfola wka;¾.;hka ksIamdokh lsÍula fkdj" th w;HdjYH 

uyck fiajhla nj u;la lr foñka fuu iïudk Wf<, tu /,a,g tfrysj m%n, 

mjqrla f,i ke.S isáhs'

fujr ks¾foaYs;hka iy iïudk,dNSka we.hSug wm tla jk úg" wm lrkafka 

yqfola mqoa.,sl olaI;dj,g w;afmd,ika §u muKla fkdfõ' › ,xldfõ udOH 

ifydaor;ajh f,i wmf.a fmdÿ m%;s{dj kej; ;yjqre lsÍuhs( tkï" ìfhka f;drj 

m%Yak lsÍu" y~la fkdue;s whg y~la ùu iy bÈß mrïmrdjka fjkqfjka i;Hh 

iqrlaIs; lr ;eîuhs' 

l=ud¾ kfâika 
tAldnoaO iNdm;s" 

iNdm;s" wOHlaI uKav,h

› ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh

ldxpk oikdhl 
tAldnoaO iNdm;s 

iNdm;s

› ,xld l¾;D ixioh 
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,izj; jiytu;fspd;  nra;jp

Jbg;Gkpf;f [dehafj;jpy;> Rje;jpukhd> 
newpKiw rhu;e;j> mr;rkw;w ClfNk 
nghJeydpd; ,Wjpf; fhtydhfj; 
jpfo;fpwJ. fhy; E}w;whz;Lf;Fk; Nkyhf> 
,yq;if gj;jpupif Mrpupau; rq;fKk;> 
,yq;if gj;jpupif ];jhgdKk;  ,ize;J 
elj;Jk; rpwe;j Clftpayhsu;fSf;fhd  
tpUJfs;> me;j ,yl;rpaj;jpd; cWjpahd 
msTNfhyhf epiyj;J epw;fpd;wd.

Nkhjy;> jzpf;if> Clf Rje;jpuj;jpd; kPjhd fLk; mOj;jq;fs; epiwe;j xU 
fhyfl;lj;jpy; Njhd;wpa ,t;tpUJfs;> ntWkNd ghuhl;Lfis toq;Ftjw;fhf 
my;yhky;> jiyaq;fr; Rje;jpuj;ijg; ghJfhf;fTk;> rpq;fsk;> jkpo;> Mq;fpy 
Clfq;fs; KOtjpYk; Clftpay; El;gj;ij Nkk;gLj;jTk; cUthapd.

ekJ ehd;fhtJ J}iz tbtikj;j Kd;Ndhbfspd; kuigg; Nghw;wp> 
Gydha;tpd; Mok;> r%f eyDf;fhd Fuy;> $u;ikahd fUj;Jiu> gpuhe;jpa 
kw;Wk; ,sk; Clftpayhsu;fspd; JzpT Mfpatw;iwf; nfhz;lhLtjd; %yk;> 
,t;tpUJfs; Clftpaypd; caupa miog;Gf;F kupahij nrYj;Jfpd;wd: 
mjpfhuj;ijg; nghWg;Gf;$w itg;gJ> Xuq;fl;lg;gl;NlhUf;fhf Kd;epw;gJ> 
rkurkw;w Neu;ikAld; cz;ikia vLj;Jiug;gJ vd;gdthFk;.

,d;W> b[pl;ly; jtwhd jfty;fs;> gugug;G+l;ly;> tpiuthd fl;likg;G 
khw;wq;fs; Mfpa Mgj;Jfis ekJ njhopy; vjpu;nfhs;Sk; Ntisapy;> 
newpKiw rhu;e;j cz;ikr; rupghu;g;Gk; nghJey ClftpaYk; vd;Wk; ,y;yhj 
msTf;F Kf;fpaj;Jtk; ngWfpd;wd. ,e;j miyf;F vjpuhd ,d;wpaikahj 
muzhf  rpwe;j Clftpayhsu;fSf;fhd  tpUJfs; jpfo;fpwJ. cz;ikahd 
Clftpay; vd;gJ ntWk; cs;slf;f cUthf;fk; my;y> mJ jtpu;f;f 
Kbahj xU nghJr; Nrit vd;gij mJ epidT+l;LfpwJ.

,t;thz;bd; gupe;Jiuf;fg;gl;NlhiuAk; tpUJ ngWNthiuAk; nfhz;lhl ehk; 
xd;W$Lk; ,t;Ntisapy;> jdpegu;fspd; rpwg;igg; ghuhl;LtNjhL epd;Wtplhky;> 
,yq;ifapd; Clfr; rNfhjuj;Jtkhf ekJ gfpug;gl;l cld;gbf;ifia 
kPz;Lk; cWjpg;gLj;JfpNwhk;. mr;rkpd;wpf; Nfs;tp vOg;GNthk;> Fuyw;NwhUf;Ff; 
Fuy; nfhLg;Nghk;> tUk; jiyKiwfSf;fhf cz;ikiaf; fhg;Nghk;.

Fkhu; eNlrd;

,izj; jiytu;

jiytu;> gzpg;ghsu; rig

,yq;if gj;jpupif ];jhgdk; 

fhQ;rd jrehaf;f

,izj; jiytu;

jiytu;>

,yq;if gj;jpupif Mrpupau; rq;fk;
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Message from the Joint Chairman

In a vibrant democracy, a free, ethical, and 
fearless press remains the ultimate defender 
of the public interest. For over a quarter 
of a century, the Journalism Awards for 
Excellence (JAE) ; jointly organized by The 
Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka and the Sri Lanka 
Press Institute, has stood as the definitive 
benchmark of that ideal.

Born in an era marked by conflict, censorship, and severe pressures on media 
freedom, these awards emerged not merely to confer accolades, but to defend 
editorial independence and elevate journalistic craft across Sinhala, Tamil, and 
English media.

By honouring the legacy of pioneers who shaped our Fourth Estate—celebrating 
investigative depth, social advocacy, incisive commentary, and the courage of 
regional and young reporters, the awards pay homage to journalism’s highest 
calling: to hold power accountable, champion the marginalized, and speak truth with 
uncompromising integrity.

Today, as our profession confronts the perils of digital misinformation, sensationalism, 
and rapid structural change, ethical verification and public-interest reporting matter 
more than ever. The JAE stands as a vital bulwark against this tide, reminding us 
that genuine journalism is not mere content generation, it is an indispensable public 
service.

As we gather to celebrate this year’s nominees and recipients, we do more than 
applaud individual distinction. We reaffirm our shared compact as Sri Lanka’s media 
f¾ternity: to question without fear, give voice to the voiceless, and uphold the truth 
for generations to come.

Kumar Nadesan
Chairman, Board of Directors
Sri Lanka Press Institute
Joint Chairman

Kanchana Dassanayake
President
The Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka
Joint chairman
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Programme

•	 Arrival of Chief Guest 
•	 “Magul Bera” and escort by dance troupe 
•	 Lighting of oil lamp 
•	 National Anthem 
•	 One minute silence in remembrance of all the media practitioners who passed 

away during the year 2025
•	 Presentation of Life Time Achievement Award by members of The Editors’ 

Guild of Sri Lanka 

The Certificate of Merit and the Awards for the following categories will be 
presented

•	 Best Designed Website of the Year
•	 Best Video Storytelling 

Entertainment 1
•	 Best Designed Newspaper of the Year 
•	 Cartoonist Of the Year 
•	 Photojournalist of the Year
•	 Sports Journalist of the Year (S/T/E) 
•	 Best Health Care and Medical Report of the Year (S/T/E)
•	 Best Environmental Reporter of the Year (S/T/E) 

Entertainment 2
•	 B.A. Siriwardena Columnist of the Year (S/T/E)
•	 Business and Finance Journalist of the Year (S/T/E) 
•	 Prof. K. Kailasapathy Award for Reporting Using RTI (S/T/E) 
•	 Upali Wijewardene Feature Writer of the Year (S/T/E)
•	 Subramaniyam Chettiar Social Development Reporter of the Year
•	 Investigative Journalist of the Year 
•	 Scoop of the Year 

Entertainment 3
•	 Sepala Gunasena Award for Defending Press Freedom in Sri Lanka
•	 D.R. Wijewardene Award for Earning the Appreciation of Peers and the Public
•	 The Denzil Peiris Young Reporter of the Year
•	 Mervyn de Silva Journalist of the Year
•	 Presentation to Chief Guest
•	 Reception
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› ,xld l¾;D ixiofha  mrud¾:

1' l¾;D uKav, iajdëk;ajh wdrlaId lsÍu

2' mqj;am;a" iÕrd iy fjk;a m%ldYk wdÈfhys l¾;Djrekaf.a iqn isoaêh"   	    	

   whs;sjdislï iy jrm%ido wdrlaId lsÍu iy m%j¾Okh lsÍu

3' mqj;am;a ksoyi wLKavj mj;ajdf.k hdu'

4' jD;a;Sh l%shdldÍ;ajfha Wiia m%ñ;s mqj;am;a l,dfõ§ka w;r m%j¾Okh lsÍu yd 	

   j;ajdf.k hdu'

5' mqj;a /ialsÍfï  iy f;dr;=re m%pdrh lsÍu m%j¾Okh lsÍu yd j¾Okh lsÍu

6' iudk wruqKq iys; wfkl=;a ixúOdk iuÕ wkHfkdakH in|;d ;yjqre lsÍu 	

   iy tjeks ixúOdk iuÕ iyfhda.fhka yd iïnkaO;dfjka lghq;= lsÍu

gj;jpupif Mrpupau; rq;fj;jpd; Fwpf;Nfhs;fs;

1.	 Mrpupa gPl RahjPdj;ijg; ghJfhg;gJ.

2.	 gj;jpupif> rQ;rpif> thu ntspaPLfs; Mfpatw;wpd; Mrpupau;fspd; 

eyd;fs;> cupikfs; kw;Wk; rpwg;Gupikfisg; ghJfhg;gJk; 

Kd;Ndw;WtJk;.

3.	 gj;jpupifr; Rje;jpuj;ijg; ghJfhj;jy;.

4.	 gj;jpupifahsu;fs; kj;jpapy; mtu;fspd; njhopy; jifikia 

cau;gl;rj;jpy; epiy epWj;Jjy;.

5.	 jfty; ngWtJ jfty; toq;FtJ Mfpa tplaq;fis Nkk;gLj;JtJk; 

tpUj;jp nra;tJk;.

6.	 xNutpjkhd fUj;Jfis cila epWtdq;fSld; me;epNahd;a cwit 

tsu;j;jy;> cWjpg;gLj;Jjy; kw;Wk; xd;wpide;J rNfhuj;Jt czu;Tld; 

nraw;gly;.

Objectives of The Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka (TEGOSL)

1.	 To safeguard editorial independence
2.	 To protect and promote the interests, rights and privileges of Editors of 

newspapers, magazines and journals etc.
3.	 To uphold the freedom of the press
4.	 To promote amongst journalists the maintenance of high standards of 

professional conduct
5.	 To promote and improve news-gathering and dissemination of information
6.	 To establish and develop reciprocal relations with kindred organizations and 

work in collaboration, co-operation or in association with such organizations
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The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka – Members as at 2025 

Supreme Council:

Mr. Manik de Silva, (Editor Sunday Island)
Mr. Siri Ranasinghe, (Former Editor Lankadeepa)
Mr. Sinha Ratnatunga, (Editor The Sunday Times)
Mr. Prabath Sahabandu, (Editor The Island)

Executive Committee:

President
Secretary
Treasurer
Asst. Secretary
Member Ex-Co
Member Ex-Co
Member Ex-Co
Member Ex-Co
Member Ex-Co

Members:

Mr. D. G. Mohanlal Piyadasa, Deshaya
Mr. R. P. Haran, Editor, Thinakkural daily/weekly
Mr. Ranjith Ananda Jayasinghe, Editor Deshaya
Mr. Benette Rupesinghe, Editor Mawbima
Mr. T. Senthilvelaver, Editor Thinakaran
Mr. Pramod de Silva, Editor, Sunday Observer
Mr. Pradeep Dassanayake, Editor Dinamina
Mrs. Jamila Hussain, Editor Daily Mirror
Mr. Udeni Saman kumara, Editor Silumina
Mr. Narada Nissanke, Editor, Divaina
Mr. Udesha Sanjeewa vithana , Editor Irida Divaina
Mrs. Mandana Ismail Abeywickrema, Editor Sunday Morning
Mr. Asiri Fernando, Editor Daily Morning
Mr. Duminda Sanjeeva Balasuriya, Editor Ada 

- Mr. Kanchana Dassanayake, (Editor Irida Lankadeepa)
- Mr. K. W. Janaranjana, (Editor Anidda)
- Mr. S. Sri Kajan, (Editor Virakesari daily/weekly)
- Mr. Chaminda, Wariyagoda, (Editor Maubima)
- Mr. Nisthar Cassim, (Editor Daily FT)
- Mr. Mahinda Ilapperuma, (Editor Sathi Aga Auna)
- Mrs. Vindya Amaranayake, (Editor Ceylon Today daily/weekly)
- Mr. R. Sivaraj, (Editor Thamilan)
- Mr. Kesara Abeywardene, (Editor Daily News)
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Founder Members of 
The Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka in 1995

Founder Members:

The Late Mervyn de Silva, former Editor Lanka Guardian
The Late Nimal Horana, former Editor Silumina
The Late Lasantha Wickrematunga, former Editor The Sunday Leader
The Late Ajith Samaranayake, former Editor Sunday Observer
The Late. P. Arulanandan, former Editor Thinnakaran
The Late Bandula Padmakumara, former Editor Lakbima
The Late Sarath Cooray, former Editor Dinamina
The Late Gamini Weerakoon, former Editor The Island
Mr. Siri Ranasinghe, Editor Lankadeepa
Mr. Manik de Silva, Editor Sunday Island
Mr. Sinha Ratnatunga, Editor The Sunday Times 
Mr. Mohanlal Piyadasa, former Editor Janata 
Mr. Upali Tennekoon, former Editor Rivira
Mr. A. Sivanesaselvan, former Editor Virakesari 
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› ,xld l¾;D ixioh - 2025 jir i|yd iudðlhska

W;a;Í;r uKav,h( 

u‚la o is,ajd uy;d"  ^l¾;D" ikafâ whs,kaâ&

isß rKisxy uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" ,xld§m&

isxy r;ak;=x. uy;d"  ^l¾;D" o ikafâ ghsïia&

m%Nd;a iynkaOq uy;d" ^l¾;D" o whs,kaâ&

úOdhl iNdj(

iNdm;s 

f,alï 

NdKavd.dßl 

iyldr f,alï 

úOdhl iNsl 

úOdhl iNsl 

úOdhl iNsl 

úOdhl iNsl 

úOdhl iNsl 

idudðlfhda(

ã'Ô'fudydka ,d,a mshodi uy;d" ^foaYh&

wd¾' mS' yrka uy;d" ^l¾;D" ;sklal=r,a Èkm;d$bßod&

rxð;a wdkkao chisxy uy;d" ^l¾;D" foaYh&

à' fika;s,afõ,j¾ uy;d" ^l¾;D" ;sklrka&

m%fudaoa o is,ajd uy;d" ^l¾;D" ikafâ Tíij¾&

m%§ma oikdhl uy;d" ^l¾;D" ÈkñK&

cñ,d yqfiaka uy;añh" ^l¾;D" fâ,s ñr¾&

Wfoaks iukal=udr uy;d" ^l¾;D" is¨ñK&

kdro ksYaYxl uy;d" ^l¾;D" Èjhsk&

WfoaY ixÔj ú;dk" ^l¾;D" bßod Èjhsk&

ukaokd biauhs,a wfíúl%u uy;añh" ^l¾;D" ikafâ fudakska&

wdisß m%kdkaÿ uy;d" ^l¾;D" fâ,s fudakska&

ÿñkao ixÔj nd,iQßh uy;d" ^l¾;D" wo&

- ldxpk oikdhl uy;d" ^l¾;D" bßod ,xld§m&

- fla' ví,sõ' ckrxck uy;d" ^l¾;D" wksoaod&

- tia' › .cka uy;d" ^l¾;D" ùrflaiÍ  Èkm;d$bßod&

- pdñkao jdßhf.dv uy;d" ^l¾;D" uõìu&

- ksia;d¾ ldisï uy;d" ^l¾;D" fâ,s t*a'à'&

- uyskao b,mafmreu uy;d" ^l¾;D" i;s w. wreK&

- úkaoHd wurkdhl uy;añh" ^l¾;D" isf,daka gqfâ Èkm;d$bßod&

- wd¾' YsjrdÊ uy;d" ^l¾;D" ;ñ<ka&

- flair wfíj¾Ok uy;d" ^l¾;D" fâ,s ksõia&
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1995 § › ,xld l¾;D ixiofha wdrïNl idudðlhka

wdrïNl idudðlfhda (

wNdjm%dma; u¾úka o is,ajd uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" ,xld .dähka&

wNdjm%dma; ksu,a fydrK uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" is¿ñK&

wNdjm%dma; ,ika; úl%u;=x. uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" o ikafâ ,Sv¾&

wNdjm%dma; wð;a iurkdhl uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" ikafâ Tíij¾&

wNdjm%dma; mS' wre,dkkaoka uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" ;sklrka&

wNdjm%dma; nkaÿ, moaul=udr uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" ,laìu&

wNdjm%dma; ir;a l+f¾ uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" ÈkñK&

wNdjm%dma; .dñŒ ùrfldaka uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" o whs,kaâ&

isß rKisxy uy;d" ^l¾;D" ,xld§m&

u‚la o is,ajd uy;d" ^l¾;D" ikafâ whs,kaâ&

isxy r;ak;=x. uy;d" ^l¾;D" o ikafâ ghsïia&

fudfydka,d,a mshodi uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" ck;d&

Wmd,s f;kakfldaka uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" ßúr&

tA' isjfkaifi,ajka uy;d" ^ysgmq l¾;D" ùrflaiÍ&
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,yq;if gj;jpupif Mrpupau;fs; rq;fk;  – 2025-Mk; 
Mz;Lf;fhd cWg;gpdu;fs;

cr;rg; Nguit:

jpU. kzpf; b rpy;th> (Mrpupau;> rz;Nl Iyz;l;)

jpU. rpwp uzrpq;f> (Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> yq;fhjPg)

jpU. rpd;` uj;dJq;f> (Mrpupau;> j rz;Nl ilk;];)

jpU. gpughj; r`ge;J> (Mrpupau;> j Iyz;l;)

epu;thff; FO:

jiytu

nrayhsu

nghUshsu

cjtpr; nrayhsu;

epu;thff; FO cWg;gpdu

epu;thff; FO cWg;gpdu

epu;thff; FO cWg;gpdu;

epu;thff; FO cWg;gpdu

epu;thff; FO cWg;gpdu;

cWg;gpdu;fs;:

jpU. b. [p. Nkh`d;yhy; gpajhr> Njra

jpU. Mu;. gp. `ud;> Mrpupau;> jpdf;Fuy; ehspjo;/thu ,jo;

jpU. uQ;rpj; Mde;j [arpq;f> Mrpupau;> Njra

jpU. ngndl; &grpq;f> Mrpupau;> nksgpk

jpU. b. nre;jpy;Ntytu;> Mrpupau;> jpdfud;

jpU. gpuNkhj; b rpy;th> Mrpupau;> rz;Nl xg;ru;tu;

jpU. gpujPg; jrehaf;f> Mrpupau;> jpdkpd

jpUkjp. [kPyh {`ird;> Mrpupau;> nla;yp kpuu;

jpU. cNjdp rkd; Fkhu> Mrpupau;> rpYkpd

jpU. ehuj eprq;f> Mrpupau;> jptapd

jpU. cNj\ rQ;rPt tpjhd> Mrpupau;> QhapW jptapd

jpUkjp. ke;jdh ,];khapy; mNgtpf;fpuk> Mrpupau;> rz;Nl Nkhu;dpq;

jpU. Mrpup ngu;dhz;Nlh> Mrpupau;> nla;yp khu;dpq;

jpU. Jkpe;j rQ;rPt ghyR+upa> Mrpupau;> mj

	- jpU. fhQ;rd jrehaf;f> Mrpupau;> QhapW  

yq;fhjPg

	- jpU. Nf. lgps;A+. [duQ;rd> Mrpupau;> mdpj;jh

	- jpU. v];. ];uP f[d;> Mrpupau;> tPuNfrup ehspjo;/

thu ,jo;

	- jpU. rkpe;j tupanfhl> Mrpupau;> nksgpk

	- jpU. ep];jhu; fhrpk;> Mrpupau;> nla;yp v/g;.b

	- jpU. k`pe;j ,yg;ngUk> Mrpupau;> rjp m` Mdh

	- jpUkjp. tpe;jpah mkuehaf;f> Mrpupau;> rpNyhd; 

LNl ehspjo;/thu ,jo;

	- jpU. Mu;. rptuh[;> Mrpupau;> jkpod;

	- jpU. Nfru mNgtu;jd> Mrpupau;> nla;yp epA+];
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1995-Mk; Mz;by; ,yq;if gj;jpupif Mrpupau;fs; rq;fj;jpd; 
epWtd cWg;gpdu;fs; gpd;tUNthu;:

epWtd cWg;gpdu;fs;:

fhyQ;nrd;w nku;tpd; b rpy;th> Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> yq;fh fhu;bad;

fhyQ;nrd;w epky; n`huz> Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> rpYkpd

fhyQ;nrd;w yre;j tpf;fpukJq;f> Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> j rz;Nl yPlu;

fhyQ;nrd;w m[pj; rkuehaf;f> Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> rz;Nl xg;ru;tu;

fhyQ;nrd;w gp. mUshde;jd;> Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> jpdfud;

fhyQ;nrd;w ge;Jy  gj;kFkhu> Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> yf;gpk

fhyQ;nrd;w ruj; $Nu> Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> jpdkpd

fhyQ;nrd;w fhkpdp tPuNfhd;> Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> j Iyz;l;

jpU. rpwp uzrpq;f> Mrpupau;> yq;fhjPg

jpU. kzpf; b rpy;th> Mrpupau;> rz;Nl Iyz;l;

jpU. rpd;` uj;dJq;f> Mrpupau;> j rz;Nl ilk;];

jpU. Nkh`d;yhy; gpajhr> Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> [djh

jpU. cghyp njd;df;Nfhd;> Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> uptpu

jpU. V. rptNernry;td;> Kd;dhs; Mrpupau;> tPuNfrup

15



› ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kfha m%Odk wruqKq

› ,xld mqj;am;a meñ‚,s fldñiu iy › ,xld ckudOH úoHd,h M,odhSj" 

ld¾hlaIu f,i fukau ia:djrj md,kh lsÍu;a udOH ksoyi iy jD;a;Sh 

ckudOH m%ñ;Ska Wfoid fmkS isàu;a › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kfha mrud¾: jYfhka 

mj;skafka h' ;jo" udOH uQ,dY% flakaøh yryd  udOH lafIa;%fha kshef,kakka iy 

udOH ixúOdk tluq;= jk ia:dkhla f,io lghq;= lrkq we;'

› ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh ish m%Odk wruqK bgq lrñka" › ,xldfõ ish¨u udOH 

l%shdldÍ ixúOdkj, ms<s.ekSug ,lajQ m%uqL;u udOH wdh;khla f,i l%shd;aul 

fõ' fï jk úg" › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh úfoaYSh iudk wruqKq iys; wdh;k 

iuÕ in|;d f.dvkÕd .kakd w;ru" iuia; › ,dxflah iudch ;=< ish j.lSu 

iy ld¾hNdrh ;jÿrg;a ;yjqre lrñka isáhs'

› ,xld ckudOH úoHd,h úiska ish uOHu uÜgfï iy m%dfoaYSh mqyqKq jevigyka 

id¾:lj mj;ajñka kj udOHfõ§ka 200lg jeä msßila lafIa;%hg odhl lr we;' 

› ,xld mqj;am;a meñ‚,s fldñiu  iafõÉPd iyNd.S;ajh ;=<ska furg mqj;am;a 

l,dfõ iajhx-kshdukh m%j¾Okh lrk wdishdfõ tlu wdh;kh f,i ;jÿrg;a 

lghq;= lrhs'

udOH ksoyi Wfoid fmkS isàu iy WmfoaYkh › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh il%Shj 

kshef,k m%Odk lafIa;% fõ' › ,xldfõ wfkl=;a udOH l%shdldÍ lKavdhï iuÕ 

fukau cd;Hka;r ixúOdk iuÕ in|;d mj;ajñka" jvd;a WÑ; udOH kS;s iy 

udOH ksoyi Wfoid jk m%pdrK jHdmdrhkays › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh il%Shj 

ksr; fõ' j¾;udkfha mj;sk in|;d cd,.; lsÍfï yelshdj u;" ish wfkl=;a 

md¾Yjldr ixúOdkj, Yla;sho iuÕska tjeks WmfoaYk iy m%pdrK jHdmdr i|yd 

jvd;a m%n,j iy il%Shj kdhl;ajh §ug › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;khg yelshdj 

,eî we;'

wOHlaI uKav,h - › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh

l=ud¾ kfâika uy;d - iNdm;s

isxy r;ak;=x. uy;d - Wm iNdm;s

u‚la  o is,ajd uy;d

fudfydka,d,a mshodi uy;d

ÿñkao iïm;a uy;d

pkaøfialr fodvdj;a; uy;d

iqks,a chfialr uy;d

Woh l¿m;srK uy;d
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,yq;if gj;jpupif ];jhgdk;

,yq;if gj;jpupif ];jhgdj;jpd; gpujhd Nehf;fk; ,yq;if gj;jpupif 

Kiwg;ghl;L Mizf;FO (PCCSL) ,yq;if ,jopay; fy;Y}up 

Mfpatw;iw (SLCJ) Mf;fG+u;tkhdjhfTk;> jpwikahfTk; ePbj;J epiyj;J 

epw;ff;$bajhfTk; epu;tfpg;gjd; %yk; Clf Rje;jpuj;ijg; ghJfhg;gJk; 

Clfj;Jiwapd; njhopy;rhu; jpwid Nkk;gLj;JtJkhFk;.

Clfj; jfty; ikaj;jpd; Clhf Clftpayhsu;fs;> Clfj;Jiwrhu; 

epGzu;fs; kw;Wk; Clf nraw;ghl;lhsu;fs; MfpNahiu xd;W jpul;Ltjd; 

%yk; ,jid rhj;jpakhf;FtJ Kf;fpa Nehf;fkhFk;. 

,jd; Clf eltbf;iffSf;fhd nraw;ghLfis> jpl;lq;fis ,e;ehl;by; 

cs;s rfy Clfj;Jiw rhu;e;j jug;gpdUk; mq;fPfupj;jpUg;gjpy; ,Ue;J 

,e;epWtdk; mjd; gpujhd ,yl;rpaj;ij miltjw;Fk; topelj;Jtjw;Fk; 

kpfTk; nghUj;jkhd ];jhgdk; vd;gJ cWjpahfpf; nfhz;bUf;fpd;wJ. ,e;j 

xspapy; ,Ue;J ghu;f;Fk; NghJ ,yq;if gj;jpupif ];jhgdkhdJ ,e;ehl;by; 

ghupastpyhd tiyg;gpd;dyhf miktNjhL> ntspehLfSldhd njhlu;igAk; 

Vw;gLj;jf;$ba mq;fPfupf;fg;gl;l epWtdkhfpd;wJ.

,yq;if ,jopay; fy;Y}up ,ilf;fhy kw;Wk; khfhz kl;lj;jpyhd gapw;rpfs; 

%yk; 200-,w;F Nkw;gl;l Clftpayhsu;fspd; jpwid tpUj;jp nra;tjw;F 

gq;fspg;G nra;jpUf;fpd;wJ. ,tu;fs; midtUk; jw;NghJ fsj;jpy; cs;s 

Clftpayhsu;fshtu;. ,yq;if gj;jpupif Kiwg;ghl;L Mizf;FOthdJ 

MrpahtpNy Kjd;ikahd Rafl;Lg;ghl;L xOf;ff;Nfhit njhopy;El;gj;ij 

mwpKfk; nra;J Cf;fkspj;J tUfpd;wJ.

Clfj;Jiwf;fhd gq;fspg;Gk; Clf Rje;jpuKk; ,yq;if gj;jpupif 

];jhgdj;jpd; gpujhd nraw;ghlhFk;. Vida Clf nraw;ghl;lhsu;fSlDk; 

ifNfhu;j;Jf; nfhz;L midj;J jug;gpduJk; xj;Jiog;Gld; rpwe;j Clf 

rl;lq;fs; kw;Wk; Clf Rje;jpuk; vd;gtw;iw Nehf;fp mu;g;gzpg;Gld; nraw;gl;L 

tUfpd;wJ. ,yq;if gj;jpupif ];jhgdj;jpd; jw;Nghija <LghLfshdJ 

,jd; ,aYikf;Fs; mjd; Vida gq;fhsp epWtdq;fSlDk; ,ize;J 

,e;j ,yl;rpaj;ij va;JtjpYk; gyj;ij cWjpg;gLj;JtjpYk; rpwg;ghd 

epiyapy; ,Ue;J tUfpd;wJ. 
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Objectives of the Sri Lanka Press Institute

The objective of the Sri Lanka Press Institute (SLPI) is to effectively, efficiently and 
sustainably manage the Press Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka (PCCSL) and 
the Sri Lanka College of Journalism (SLCJ) and to advocate for media freedom and 
professional journalistic standards. The SLPI, through the Media Resource Center, 
will also function as a place of gathering for journalists, media practitioners and 
organizations. 

The SLPI, fulfilling its prime objective, as a leading media institution in Sri Lanka 
where almost all media activist organizations are recognizing its very existence and 
functionalities. In this light, the SLPI is now in the process of further consolidating 
its mandate and role within the Sri Lankan society at large while networking with 
like-minded institutions outside the country. 

The SLCJ has produced more than 200 new journalists while successfully conducting 
its mid-career and provincial training programmes. The PCCSL continues to function 
as the sole institution in Asia that promotes self-regulation through voluntary 
participation of the media in the country. 

Advocacy and media freedom are major aspects that the SLPI is actively embarking 
on. Along with other media activist groups in Sri Lanka, and also networking with 
international gatherings,  the SLPI vigorously engages in campaigning for better 
media laws and press freedom. Given the present networking capacity of the SLPI, it 
is now in a better position to embark on such advocacy campaigns with the strength 
and dynamism of its own and other partner organizations. 
 
Board of Directors 

Mr. Kumar Nadesan, Chairman
Mr. Sinha Ratnatunga, Deputy Chairman
Mr. Manik de Silva
Mr. Mohanlal Piyadasa
Mr. Duminda Sampath
Mr. Chandrasekara Dodawatte
Mr. Sunil Jayasekara
Mr. Udaya Kalupathirana
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ckudOH úYsIag;d iïudk -  2025

tAldnoaO ixúOdhl lñgqj

ldxpk oikdhl uy;d - tAldnoaO iNdm;s" ^iNdm;s - › ,xld l¾;D ixioh& 

l=ud¾ kfâika uy;d - tAldnoaO iNdm;s" ^iNdm;s - › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh& 

isxy r;ak;=x. uy;d - ksfhdacH iNdm;s - › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh 

u‚la o is,ajd uy;d - wOHlaI - › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh 

ksia;d¾ ldisï uy;d - idudðl - › ,xld l¾;D ixioh 

uyskao b,mafmreu uy;d - idudðl - › ,xld l¾;D ixioh 

fudfydka,d,a mshodi uy;d - ysgmq f,alï - › ,xld l¾;D ixioh 

fla' ví,sõ' ckrxck uy;d - f,alï - › ,xld l¾;D ixioh 

ika;sr,sx.ï › lcka uy;d - NdKavd.dßl - › ,xld l¾;D ixioh 

Woh l¿m;srK uy;d - ksfhdað; - ksoyia udOH jHdmdrh 

,laIauka uq;=;ka;sßf.a uy;d - ksfhdað; - › ,xld jD;a;Sh ckudOHfõ§kaf.a 		

			         ix.uh 

l=ud¾ f,dafmaia uy;d - m%Odk úOdhl ks,OdÍ - › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh 

iql=ud¾ frdlajqâ uy;d - le|jqïlre" ^m%Odk úOdhl ks,OdÍ - › ,xld mqj;am;a 	

		           meñ‚,s fldñIka iNdj& 
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ClftpaYf;fhd mjpAau; tpUJfs; 2025

,iz Vw;ghl;L FO 

jpU. Fkhu; eNlrd; - ,iz jiytu;> jiytu;> 

		      ,yq;if gj;jpupif ];jhgdk; (SLPI) 

jpU. fhQ;rd jrehaf;f - ,iz jiytu;> jiytu;> ,yq;if 

gj;jpupifahrpupau; rq;fk; (TEGOSL) 

jpU. rpq;f uj;dJq;f - Jiz jiytu;> ,yq;if gj;jpupif ];jhgdk;

jpU. kdpf; b rpy;th - gzpg;ghsu;> ,yq;if gj;jpupif ];jhgdk;

jpU. ep];ju; fhrpk; - cWg;gpdu;> ,yq;if gj;jpupifahrpupau; rq;fk;

jpU. k`pe;j ,y;NyngUk -  cWg;gpdu;> ,yq;if gj;jpupifahrpupau; rq;fk;

jpU. Nkhfd;yhy; gpajhr - Kd;dhs; nrayhsu;> 

,yq;if gj;jpupifahrpupau; rq;fk;

jpU. Nf.A+. [duQ;rd - nrayhsu;> ,yq;if gj;jpupifahrpupau; rq;fk;

jpU. re;jpuypq;fk; ];uPf[d; - nghUshsu;> ,yq;if gj;jpupifahrpupau; rq;fk;

jpU. cja fSgj;jpwd - gpujpepjp> Rje;jpu Clf ,af;fk;

jpU. yf;\;kd; Kj;Jje;jpupNf - gpujpepjp> ciof;Fk; Clftpayhsu; rq;fk; 

jpU. Fkhu; NyhNg]; - gpujhd epiwNtw;W mjpfhup>

,yq;if gj;jpupif ];jhgdk;

jpU. RFkhu; nuhf;T+l; - Vw;ghl;lhsu;> gpujhd epiwNtw;W mjpfhup>

,yq;if gj;jpupif Kiwg;ghl;L Mizf;FO
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Journalism Awards for Excellence 2025

Joint Organizing Committee

Mr. Kanchana Dassanayake – Joint Chairman, (President, The Editors’ Guild of Sri 	
			        Lanka (TEGOSL))
Mr. Kumar Nadesan – Joint Chairman, (Chairman, Sri Lanka Press Institute (SLPI))
Mr. Sinha Ratnatunga – Deputy Chairman, SLPI 
Mr. Manik de Silva – Director, SLPI
Mr. Nisthar Cassim - Member TEGOSL
Mr. Mahinda Ilayapperuma – Member TEGOSL
Mr. Mohanlal Piyadasa – former Secretary, TEGOSL
Mr. K. W. Janaranjana – Secretary, TEGOSL
Mr. Santhiralingam Srikajan - Treasurer, TEGOSL
Mr. Udaya Kalupathirana - Representative of the Free Media Movement (FMM)
Mr. Lakshman Muthuthanthirige - Representative of Sri Lanka Working Journalist 	
			                Association (SLWJA)
Mr. Kumar Lopez - CEO SLPI,
Mr. Sukumar Rockwood – Convener, CEO, PCCSL 
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ckudOH úYsIag;d iïudk - 2025
úksYaph uKav, idudðlfhda - uqøs; udOH

Journalism Awards for Excellence 2025
Members of the Panel of Judges – Print Media

24



rð;d ùrfldaka uy;añh ckudOH lafIa;%fha jir 50lg wdikak ld,hla lghq;= 

lr we;' fmardfo‚fha ,xld úYajúoHd,fha WmdêOdß‚hl jQ weh" ikafâ 

Tíi¾j¾ mqj;amf;a iy Búksx Tíi¾j¾ mqj;amf;a fcHIaG úfYaIdx. l;=jßhl 

f,i jir 20lg wdikak ld,hla lghq;= l<dh' weh f,alayjqia wdh;kfha fiajh 

l< ld,h ;=< m%xY NdIdfjka mdGud,djla yeoEÍfuka wk;=rej meÍisfha" fikag¾ 

ä f*da¾fïIka tá ä m¾f*laIkaukaÜ fvia c¾k,siaÜia ys úfoaYSh ckudOHfõ§ka 

i|yd jQ mYapd;a mqyqKq mdGud,djla yeoE/jdh'

rð;d" isf,daka gqneflda fldïme‚ ,sñgâ wdh;kfha" ikaksfõok iïnkaO;d 

l<ukdldß‚h f,io fiajh fldg we;' tfiau fld<U c¾udkq ;dkdm;s 

ld¾hd,fha m%jD;a;s ks,Odß f,i weh jir úiaila fiajh l<dh' úYaj úoHd, 

wOHdmkfhka miq fmardfo‚h ,xld úYajúoHd,fha;a" le,‚h úYaj úoHd,fha;a 

bx.%Sis WmfoaYsldjla f,i o weh lghq;= lr ;sfí' j¾;udkfha úch ksõiafmam¾ia 

,sñgâys fâ,s ñr¾ mqj;amf;a ksoyia udOHfõÈkshl f,i weh lghq;= lrkakSh' 

rdcH idys;H iïudk Wf<f,a úksYaph uKav,fha jir lsysmhla lghq;= l< weh" 

fï jkúg rdcH idys;H iïudk Wfoid WmfoaYl uKav,fha lghq;= lrkakSh'

rð;d ùrfldaka uy;añh - iNdm;s
u[pjh tPuNfhd;

Mrs. Rajitha Weerakoon - Chairperson

Clfj;Jiwapy; Rkhu; 50 tUlq;fSf;F Nkw;gl;l mDgtj;ijg; ngw;Ws;s 

u[pjh tPuNfhd;>  Nguhjidg; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; fiyj;Jiwg; gl;ljhupahthu;. 

njhlu;r;rpahf 20 tUlq;fSf;F Nkyhf “rd;Nl xg;rtu;” kw;Wk; “<t;dpq; 

xg;rtu;” Mfpa gj;jpupiffspy; rpwg;Gf; fl;LiufSf;F nghWg;ghd Mrpupauhf 

flikahw;wpAs;shu;.

,tu; Nyf;`T]; epWtdj;jpy; Nritahw;wpa fhyj;jpy; Clftpayh 

su;fSf;fhf gpuhd;rpy; elj;jg;gl;l gpuhd;rpa nkhopg; NghjidapYk; gq;Fgw;wp 

gpuhd;rpa nkhopapYk; gupr;rak; ngw;Ws;shu;. Gifapiyf; $l;Lj;jhgdj;jpy; 

Clf mjpfhupahfTk; ,yq;iff;fhd N[u;kd; J}Jtuhyaj;jpy; Clf 

mjpfhupahfTk; 20 tUlq;fSf;F Nkyhf gzpahw;wpAs;shu;.

mj;Jld;> Mq;fpy nkhop MNyhrfuhf Nguhjidg; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpYk; 

fsdpg; gy;fiyf; fofj;jpYk; flikahw;wpAs;s ,tu;  jw;NghJ “nla;yp kpuu;” 

gj;jpupifapd; Rje;jpu Clftpayhsuhf gzpahw;Wfpd;whu;. mur rhfpj;jpa 

tpUJ eLtu; FOtpd; mq;fj;jtuhf gy tUlq;fs; flikahw;wp ,Ug;gNjhL 

jw;NghJk; $l me;j tpUJf; FOtpd; MNyhrfuhf flikahw;wp tUfpd;whu;.
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Mrs. Rajitha Weerakoon has been in the field of journalism for nearly fifty years. 
A BA graduate of the University of Ceylon, Peradeniya, she functioned as a senior 
feature writer in the Sunday Observer and the Evening Observer for nearly twenty 
years. During her stint at Lake House she followed a Post Training Course for 
Foreign Journalists at the Centre de Formation et de Perfectionment des Journalists, 
Paris preceded by a course in French language.

Rajitha has worked as Manager, Corporate Communication at Ceylon Tobacco 
Company Ltd., and served as Press Officer at the German Embassy in Colombo for 
twenty one years. She had also functioned as Instructor in English at the University of 
Ceylon, Peradeniya and the University of Kelaniya on passing out of the University. 
At present, she is a free-lance journalist on the Daily Mirror, Wijeya Newspapers 
Ltd. She was on the Panel of Judges in the State Literary Awards for several years 
and served on the Advisory Board of the State Literary Awards. 

***
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ckudOH lafIa;%fha ish 60 jirl fiajh iïmQ¾K lrk m¾is chudkak uy;d" fï 

jk úg udOH WmfoaYlfhl=" iajdëk f,aLlfhl=" l;=jrfhl=" ixialdrljrfhl= 

iy YíofldaI iïmdolfhl= f,i lghq;= lrhs' Tyq 1964 § iriúh mqj;amf;a 

úfYaIdx. f,aLlfhl= f,i f,alayjqia wdh;khg iïnkaO úh'  tl, ;reK 

mrmqr w;r fnfyúka ckm%sh jQ kjhq.h iÕrdjg úfYaIdx. ,sms rpkfhka iy 

ixialrKfhka odhl úh' 1965 § Tyq is¿ñK mqj;amf;a Wm ixialdrljrfhl= f,i 

tlaúh' tys§ Tyq {dkfldaIh jeks wOHdmksl w;sf¾lhla iïmdokh lf<ah'

1980 § úch mqj;am;a iud.u wdrïNl wjia:dfõ§ Tyq tys ksfhdacH ixialdrljrhd 

f,i lghq;= lf<ah' 1985 § Tyq › ,xldfõ m%:u j;djg zúch fg,súIka iïudk 

Wf<,Z ixúOdkh lsÍug uq,a úh' 1988 § úch mqj;am;a wdh;kfhka bj;a jQ Tyq" 

fi!LH wOHdmk ld¾hdxYfha udOH WmfoaYlfhl= f,i iïnkaO úh' 1988 isg 1989 

olajd ld,h ;=< hqksfi*a ^UNICEF& wdh;kfha úYaj m%;sYla;slrK jevigyk 

läkï lsÍu i|yd WmfoaYlfhl= iy iïm;aodhlfhl= f,i lghq;= lf<ah'

2009 jif¾ isg jir 11 l ld,hla ixialD;sl fomd¾;fïka;=fõ rdcH idys;H 

WmfoaYl uKav,fha idudðlfhl= f,i lghq;= l< w;r" tu ld,h ;=< rdcH 

idys;H iïudk Wf<f,a .%ka: úksYaphlrefjl= f,io lghq;= lf<ah' ixialD;sl 

fomd¾;fïka;=j u.ska m%ldYhg m;a lrk ,o idys;H ix.%yfha ixialdrl 

uKav,fha o Tyq lghq;= lf<ah' 2011-20-12 ld, mrdih ;=< Tyq rEmjdyskS iy 

.=jkaúÿ,s iïudk úksYaph uKav,j, idudðlfhl= f,i lghq;= lr we;'

Tyq <ud yd fhdjqka úYaj fldaIfha ixialdrljrhd jk w;r" jir 12 l ld,hla 

;siafia Èkm;d hdj;ald,Sk lrñka f,dj mqrd isák orejka fjkqfjka u,a lel=¿ 

wka;¾ cd, <ud mqj;am; mj;ajdf.k hhs'

m¾is chudkak uy;d
ngu;rp [akd;d

Mr. Percy Jayamanna

ngu;rp [akd;d Clftpay; Jiwapy; jkJ 60 MtJ Mz;il epiwT 

nra;fpwhu;. jw;NghJ mtu; Clf MNyhrfuhfTk;> RahjPd vOj;jhsuhfTk;> 

E}yhrpupauhfTk;> MrpupauhfTk;> mfuhjpj; njhFg;ghsuhfTk; gzpahw;wp 

tUfpwhu;.
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 Mr. Percy Jayamanna, who completes his 60th year in his service in journalism, is now 
working as a media consultant, freelance writer, author, editor and lexicographer. He 
joined Lake House as a feature writer in 1964, at the Sarasaviya. Later contributed to 
Navyugaya magazine by writing and editing feature articles. Navayugaya was well 
read among the young leaders since it contained universal knowledge. In 1965, he 
joined the Silumina newspaper as a sub-editor. He compiled a non-formal education 
supplement such as Gnanakoshaya - the encyclopedia.

In 1980, he was the Deputy Editor at the start of Wijeya Publications. In 1985, he 
organized the 'Wijeya Television Awards Ceremony' for the first time in Sri Lanka. 
In 1988, he left Wijeya, to join as media advisor in the Health Education Bureau. 
From 1988 to 1989 he was consultant and a resource person for the accelerated 
Universal Immunization Programme of UNICEF.

Worked for 11 years, from 2009, as a member of the State Literary Advisory Board 
of the Department of Culture during which time judged books for the State Awards 
Programme.  He served in the editorial board of the Sahithya - an anthology published 
by the Department of Culture.

1964 Mk; Mz;L Nyf; `T]; epWtdj;jpy; "rurtpa" ,jopy; rpwg;Gf; 

fl;Liuahsuhf ,ize;jhu;. gpd;du; "etAfa" ,jOf;Fr; rpwg;Gf; fl;Liufis 

vOjpAk; njhFj;Jk; gq;fspj;jhu;. nghJ mwpT epiwe;j cs;slf;fk; fhuzkhf> 

"etAfa" ,sk; jiytu;fspilNa gutyhf thrpf;fg;gl;lJ. 1965 ,y; "rpYkpd" 

gj;jpupifapy; cjtp Mrpupauhf ,ize;j mtu;> Kiwrhuhf; fy;tpf;fhd 

"QhdNfh\a" (fiyf;fsQ;rpak;) vd;w ,izg;gpjioj; njhFj;jhu;.

1980 Mk; Mz;L tp[a gg;spNf\d;]; njhlq;fg;gl;lNghJ mjd; gpujp Mrpupauhf 

,Ue;jhu;. 1985 ,y; ,yq;ifapy; Kjd;Kiwahf "tp[a njhiyf;fhl;rp tpUJ 

toq;Fk; tpohit" Vw;ghL nra;jhu;. 1988 ,y; tp[atpypUe;J tpyfp> Rfhjhuf; 

fy;tpg; gzpafj;jpy; Clf MNyhrfuhf ,ize;jhu;. 1988 Kjy; 1989 tiu 

Adpnrg;gpd; Jupjg;gLj;jg;gl;l cyfshtpa Neha;j;jLg;G Crp Vw;wy; jpl;lj;jpd; 

MNyhrfuhfTk; tsthsuhfTk; ,Ue;jhu;.

2009 Kjy; 11 Mz;Lfs; fyhrhuj; jpizf;fsj;jpd; mur ,yf;fpa MNyhridr; 

rigapd; cWg;gpduhfg; gzpahw;wpdhu;; mf;fhyj;jpy; eLtuhf nraw;gl;L mur 

tpUJfs; jpl;lj;Jf;fhd E}y;fisj; kjpg;gPL nra;jhu;. fyhrhuj; jpizf;fsk; 

ntspapLk; "rhfpj;a" njhFg;G E}ypd; Mrpupau; FOtpYk; gzpahw;wpdhu;. 2011-

2012 fhyg;gFjpapy; njhiyf;fhl;rp> thndhyp eLtu; FOf;fspy; cWg;gpduhf 

,Ue;jhu;.

mtu; "rpWtu; kw;Wk; ,isNahu; fiyf;fsQ;rpaj;jpd;" Mrpupau; Mthu;. 

cynfq;FKs;s rpWtu;fSf;fhf "ky;ff;FS" (Malkakulu.com) vd;w 

,izag; gj;jpupifia elj;jp tUtJld;> fle;j 12 Mz;Lfshf mjid 

ehshe;jk; ,w;iwg;gLj;jp tUfpwhu;.
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In 2011-2012, he was a member of the television and radio judging panels. He is the 
Editor of Children and Youth Encyclopedia, he has been running a web newspaper 
called Malkakulu. com for children all over the world, updating it daily for 12 years.

***
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oYl ;=klg jeä w;aoelSï iys; vhka iaflda¾uka uy;d m%ùK udOH iy 

ikaksfõok úfYaI{fhls' › ,xldj iy ud,Èjhsk i|yd frdhsg¾ cd;Hka;r mqj;a 

fiajfha ysgmq m%Odkshd h' Tyq tu l,dmfha f.da,Sh mqj;a ksfhdað; wdh;kfha  

fufyhqï i|yd kdhl;ajh ÿkafkah' Tyq 2005 jif¾ wdrïNfha isgu › ,xld 

mqj;am;a meñ‚,s fldñifï wdrjq,a fíreïlrK uKav,fha  idudðlfhl= f,i 

lghq;= lrhs' 

iaflda¾uka uy;d oekg tlai;a cd;Skaf.a uQ,H wruqof,a bkaÿ-meis*sla jHdmD;sh 

l%shd;aul lrk fldka;%d;aldr wdh;kh jk zInternational Development Group  
LLCZ ys ikaksfõok WmfoaYlfhl= f,i fiajh lrhs' óg fmr" Tyq › ,xld 

j¾,aâ úIka wdh;kfha iuQy wOHlaI  Oqrh o fynùh' Tyq tlai;a rdcOdksfha 

fnâf*da¾âIh¾ úYajúoHd,fhka jHdmdr mßmd,k mYapd;a Wmdêhla ,nd we;'

%d;W jrhg;jq;fSf;Fk; Nkyhd mDgtk; nfhz;l ilad; ];$u;kd;> Clfk; 

kw;Wk; njhlu;ghly; Jiwapy; Nju;r;rp ngw;w epGzu; Mthu;. nuha;l;lu;]; 

ru;tNjrr; nra;jp epWtdj;jpd; ,yq;if kw;Wk; khiyjPTf;fhd Kd;dhs; 

jiytuhf> mg;gpuhe;jpaj;jpy; Fwpj;j cyfshtpa nra;jp epWtdj;jpd; 

nraw;ghLfis mtu; topelj;jpdhu;.

2005 Mk; Mz;L ,yq;ifg; gj;jpupifg; Kiwg;ghl;L Mizf;FO epWtg;gl;lJ 

Kjy;> mjd; Kuz;ghLfisj; jPu;f;Fk; rigapd; cWg;gpduhf mtu; ,Ue;J 

tUfpwhu;.

jw;NghJ> USAID ,e;Njh-grpgpf; tha;g;Gfs; jpl;lj;ij (IPOP) nraw;gLj;Jk; 
xg;ge;j epWtdkhd ,d;lu;Ne\dy; nltyg;nkd;l; F&g; vy;.vy;.rp (International 
Development Group LLC) epWtdj;jpy; njhlu;ghly; epGzuhfg; gzpahw;Wfpwhu;. 

,jw;F Kd;du; Ntu;y;l; tp\d; ,yq;ifapd; FOk ,af;Feuhfg; gzpahw;wpdhu;. 

mtu; ,q;fpyhe;jpd; ngl;Nghu;l;\au; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; MBA gl;lk; 

ngw;Ws;shu;.

vhka iafldauka uy;d
ilad; ];$u;kd;

Mr. Dion Schoorman
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With over three decades of experience, Mr. Dion Schoorman is a seasoned media and 
communications expert. As the former Head of Reuters International news agency 
for Sri Lanka and the Maldives, he led operations for the global news organization 
in the region.

He has been a member of the Dispute Resolution Council of the Press Complaints 
Commission of Sri Lanka since its inception in 2005. Schoorman currently serves 
as a Communications Expert for the International Development Group LLC, 
implementing contractors for the USAID-Indo Pacific Opportunity Project (IPOP). 
Previously, he held the role of Group Director for World Vision Sri Lanka. He has an 
MBA from the University of Bedfordshire (UK).

***
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fmaÿre;=vqj yd¾Ü,s úoHd,fha wdÈ YsIHhl= jk ùr.;s ;knd,isxyï uy;d z;skl=r,aZ 

Èkm;d iy i;sm;d mqj;amf;a ysgmq m%Odk l¾;Djrhd h' 1977 iema;eïn¾ udifha§ 

zùrflaiÍZ mqj;amf;a fidaÿm;a lshjkafkl= f,i mqj;am;a l,djg msúis tA uy;d" bka 

jir y;lg miq tkï" 1985 ckjdß udifha§ ùrflaiÍ mqj;amf;a l¾;D uKav,hg 

iïnkaO úh' jir 12 la tys Wml¾;Djrhl= iy md¾,sfïka;= jd¾;dlrejl= f,i 

fiajh lsÍfuka miq" 1997 wfm%a,a udifha§ ;knd,isxyï uy;d ;skl=r,a mqj;amf;a 

m%:u m%jD;a;s l¾;Djrhd f,i tlaúh' 

jir y;la m%jD;a;s l¾;D f,i fiajh lsÍfuka miq 2004 wfm%a,a udifha§ Tyq 

;skl=r,a mqj;amf;a m%Odk l¾;D Oqrhg m;a úh'wk;=rej Tyq 2012 jif¾ § úY%du 

,eîh' bkamiq ùrflaiÍ mqj;amf;a WmfoaYljrhl= f,i 2020 foieïn¾ olajd lghq;= 

lsÍug Tyqg wjia:dj ysñ úh' Tyq tlaiam%ia ksjqiafmam¾ia ^isf,daka& mqoa.,sl iud.

fï m%ldYkhla jk foi;shlg jrla ksl=;a jk ziuld,ïZ kï iudc-foaYmd,k 

iÕrdfõ o l¾;D;ajh fynùh' ;knd,isxyï uy;d foaYSh yd cd;Hka;r foaYmd,k 

lghq;= ms<sn|j fou< mqj;am;a" iÕrd iy äðg,a m%ldYk fj; ks;sm;d ,sms ,shhs' 

2015 jif¾§ › ,xld l¾;D ixioh úiska ixúOdkh lrk ,o udOH úYsIag;d 

iïudk Wf<f,a§" mqj;am;a l,dj Wfoid lrk ,o mQ¾K ld,Sk yd úYsIag fiajh 

fjkqfjka Tyqg Ôú;fha tla jrla muKla ysñjk iaj¾K iïudkh msßkuk ,§'

tPufj;jp jdghyrpq;fk; jpdf;Fuy; gj;jpupifapd; Kd;dhs; gpujk Mrpupau;. 

gUj;jpj;Jiw `hl;yp fy;Y}upapd; gioa khztuhd mtu;   tPuNfrupapy; 

xg;GNehf;fhsuhf 1977 nrg;lk;gupy; gj;jpupifj;Jiwapy; gpuNtrpj;jhu;. 1985 

[dtupapy; tPuNfrup MrpupagPlj;jpy; ,ize;J cjtp Mrpupauhf> ghhSkd;w 

nra;jpahsuhf gzpahw;wpa gpd;du; 1997 Vg;uypy; jpdf;Fuy; gj;jpupifapd; 

Kjy; nra;jp Mrpupauhf ,ize;jhu;.

2004 Vg;uypy; jpdf;Fuypd; gpujk Mrpupauhf nghWg;Ngw;w jdghyrpq;fk; 

2012 me;j gjtpapy; ,Ue;J Xa;Tngw;whu;. mjw;F gpwF tPuNfrupapy; 

MrpupagPl MNyhrfuhf ,Ue;Jnfhz;L rkfhyk; rQ;rpifapd; Mrpupauhf 

gzpahw;wpdhu;. jw;NghJ mtu; jkpo;g; gj;jpupiffspYk; rQ;rpiffspYk; 

b[pl;ly; gpuRuq;fspYk; cs;ehl;L kw;Wk; ru;tNjr murpay; tptfhuq;fs; 

Fwpj;J fpukkhf vOjptUfpwhu;.

ùr.;s ;knd,isxyï uy;d
tPufj;jp jdghyrpq;fk;

Mr. Veeragathy Thanabalasingham
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An old boy of Hartley College, Point Pedro, Mr. Veeragathy Thanabalasingham is 
the former chief editor of Thinakkural daily and weekly newspaper. He entered the 
field of journalism by joining Virakesari newspaper as a proof reader in September 
1977 and after seven years joined Virakesari editorial section in January 1985. 
Having served there as a sub-editor and parliamentary reporter for twelve years, Mr. 
Thanabalasingham joined Thinakkural newspaper as its first news editor in April 
1997. 

After having worked as news editor for seven years he took over the editorship 
of Thinakkural in April 2004. After retirement in 2012, he got an opportunity to 
serve  Virakesari again as an editorial consultant till December 2020. He also 
edited a fortnightly socio-political magazine namely Samakalam, a publication of 
Express Newspapers (Ceylon) (Pvt.) Ltd. Mr.  Thanabalasingham has been writing 
to Tamil newspapers, magazines and digital publications on local and international 
political affairs regularly.  He was awarded the Life Time Achievement Award (Gold 
Medal) for long and distinguished service to journalism at the Journalism Awards of 
Excellence conducted by The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka in 2015.

***
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;s,lr;ak l=reúgnKavdr uy;d › chj¾Okmqr úYajúoHd,h úiska mj;ajk ,o 

f,aLl;aj iy ckikaksfõok ämaf,daud mdGud,dj yodrd we;s ämaf,daudOdßfhls' 

Tyq reishdfõ fudialõ ys msysá fkdfjdia;s wdh;kfhka o fláld,Sk mdGud,djla 

yodrd we;' 1970 jif¾§ udOHfõÈfhl= f,i f,alayjqia wdh;khg iïnkaO jQ Tyq" 

1993 iy 2002 jirj,§ zis¿ñKZ mqj;amf;a m%Odk l¾;Djrhd njg m;a úh' Tyq 

1994 isg 2000 olajd ziriúhZ iskud mqj;amf;a m%Odk l¾;D f,i o lghq;= l< 

w;r" zuõìuZ iy zish;Z isxy, mqj;am;aj, wdrïNl l¾;Djrhd o úh' iïNdjkSh 

lúfhl= iy l,d úpdrlfhl= jk l=reúgnKavdr uy;d fï olajd .oH fmd;a 

;=kla iy ldjH .%ka: y;la m%ldYhg m;a lr we;' Tyq jir .Kkdjla mqrd › 

,xld l,d uKav,fha isxy, idys;H wkqldrl iNdfõ iy kdgH wkqldrl iNdfõ 

idudðl;ajh fynùh'

1970 Mk; Mz;L Nyf;`T]; epWtdj;jpd; rhjhuz Clftpyhsuhf ,ize;J 

nfhz;l jpyfuj;d FUtpl;l gz;lhu mtu;fs;> 1993 Mk; Mz;L Kjy; 

2002 Mk; Mz;L tiuapy; Nyf;`T]; epWtdj;jpd; ntspaPlhd ‘rpYkpd’ 

thuhe;j gj;jpupifapd; gpujk Mrpupauhf ,Ue;Js;shu;. 1994 – 2000 Mk; 

Mz;L tiuapy; rpdpkh njhlu;ghd rQ;rpifahd ‘rurtpa’  MrpupauhfTk; 

flikahw;wpaNjhL ‘kt;gpk’ kw;Wk; ‘rpaj’ Mfpa rpq;fs nkhop%y 

gj;jpupiffspd; ];jhgf MrpupaUkhthu;. ,yf;fpak; cl;gl ,d;Dk; gy 

Jiwfspy; 10 E}y;fis vOjpAs;shu;. mj;Jld; ,yq;if ,yf;fpa rq;fj;jpd; 

ePz;l fhy cWg;gpdUkhthu;. gz;lhu> ];uP [atu;jdGu gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; 

vOj;J kw;Wk; ntF[d njhlu;ghly; fw;if Jiwapy; bg;Nshkhg; gl;lk; 

ngw;wpUg;gNjhL> kh];Nfh eNth];jp  gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; gl;ljhupAkhthu;. 

;s,lr;ak l=reúgnKavdr uy;d
jpyfuj;d FUtpl gz;lhu

Mr. Thilakarathne Kuruwita Bandara
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Mr. Thilakarathne Kuruwita Bandara is a Diploma holder of Writer ship and Mass 
Communication Course conducted by the University of Sri Jayawardenapura. He 
has also studied in Novosthi in Moscow. He joined Lake House as a journalist in 
1970 and became the Chief Editor of the Sinhala weekly Silumina in 1993 and 2002. 
He was also the Chief Editor of the cinematic newspaper Sarasaviya from 1994 to 
2000 and was also the founder editor of the Sinhala Newspapers Mawbima and 
Siyatha. An eminent poet and an art critic, Mr. Kuruwita Bandara has published 
three prose books and seven poetry books so far. He held the membership of the 
Sinhala Literature Sub Committee and Drama Panel of the Art Council of Sri Lanka 
for many years.

***
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tka' tï' wóka uy;d ckudOHfõoh" l¾;D kdhl;ajh" md¾,sfïka;= ikaksfõokh 

iy m%cd iNd.S;ajh ms<sn| jir y;<sylg jeä m<mqreoaola we;s m%ùK udOHfõÈfhl= 

l¾;Djrfhl=" fukau udOH jD;a;slfhls' Tyq ft;sydisl fukau udOH wdpdr O¾u 

udOH m%ñ;Ska iqrlsñka ksjerÈ udOH Ndú;hlska hq;a i¾j wd.ñl ixjdo iy uyck 

fiajh m%j¾Okh lsÍug lemù isáhs'

wóka uy;d" ish Wiia wOHdmksl iqÿiqlïj,g wu;rj" udOH iy ikaksfõokh ms<sn| 

m,ia;Sk cd;Hka;r ixiofha ^Tawasol& ksfhdað;fhls" › ,xld mqj;am;a meñ‚,s 

fldñifï wOHlaI uKav, idudðlfhls" ol=Kq wdishdkq ksoyia udOH ix.ufha 

^SAFMA& iïnkaëldrljrfhls" › ,xld uqia,sï ljqkais,fha iNdm;sjrfhls" › 

,xld jD;a;Sh cudOHfõ§kaf.a ix.ufha lD;HdêldÍ uKav, idudðlfhls" › ,xld 

uqia,sï udOH ixiofha ysgmq f,alïjrhl= iy ysgmq iNdm;sjrfhls' iuia; ,xld 

uqia,sï ,S.a ;reK fmruqKqj, ysgmq f,alïjrfhla iy iNdm;sjrfhla  o fõ' Tyq 

iduldó úksiqre ;k;=frka o msÿï ,nd we;'

Tyq 2002 isg 2017 olajd zkjuksz  mqj;amf;a m%Odk l¾;Djrhd f,i;a" tu mqj;am; 

m%ldYhg m;a l< z*%S,xld óähdz ^Freelanka Media Ltd& wdh;kfha wOHlaIjrfhla 

f,i;a lghq;= lf<ah' ;jo" Tyq 1976 isg 2002 jir olajd tlai;a m%jD;a;s m;% 

iud.fï  z;sklrkaz iy zÈkñKz l¾;D uKav,fha udOHfõÈfhl=" m%jD;a;s l¾;D 

iy l<ukdldr l¾;D f,i o fiajh lr we;' Tyq isxy,$fou<$isxy, hk 

f;%NdIdfjkau md¾,sfïka;= mßj¾;lfhl= f,i lghq;= lr we;s w;r Èjqreï ÿka 

mßj¾;lfhl= o fõ'

Tyq iïudk rdYshlska msÿï ,nd we;s w;r" tA w;ßka 25 jk úYsIag;d ckudOH 

iïudk Wf<f,a§ ysñ jQ zÔú;fha tlajrla muKla ysñjk úYsIag;d iïudkhz 

iqúfYaIS fõ'

tka' tï' wóka uy;d
eprhKjPd; cjahu; K`k;kj; mkPd;

Mr. N.M. Ameen
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vd;. vk;. mkPd; xU %j;j ClftpayhsUk;> MrpupaUk;> Clfj; Jiw 

epGzUk; Mthu;. Clftpay;> Mrpupau; gPlj; jiyikj;Jtk;> ghuhSkd;wj; 

njhlu;ghly;> r%f <LghL Mfpa Jiwfspy; mtu; ehd;F jrhg;jq;fSf;Fk; 

Nkyhd mDgtk; nfhz;ltu;. Jy;ypakhd> epahakhd Clfr; nra;jpfs;> 

rkaq;fSf;fpilapyhd ciuahly;> nghJr; Nrit Mfpatw;wpy; mf;fiw 

nfhz;Ls;s mtu;> Clftpaypd; newpKiwj; juq;fisAk; Ngzp tUfpwhu;. 

gy fy;tpj; jFjpfisf; nfhz;Ls;s mkPd;> gy];jPd Clf kw;Wk; 

njhlu;ghlYf;fhd ru;tNjr kd;wj;jpd; (Tawasol) gpujpepjpahfTk;> ,yq;ifg; 
gj;jpupif Kiwg;ghl;L Mizf;FOtpd; (PCCSL) gzpg;ghsu; rig 

cWg;gpduhfTk; cs;shu;.

njw;fhrpa Rje;jpu Clf mikg;Gfspd; (SAFMA) xUq;fpizg;ghsu;> ,yq;if 

K];ypk; fTd;rpypd; (MCSL) jiytu;> ,yq;if ciof;Fk; Clftpayhsu; 

rq;fj;jpd; nraw;FO cWg;gpdu; Mfpa nghWg;GfisAk; tfpf;fpwhu;. 

,yq;if K];ypk; Clf kd;wj;jpd; ];jhgfr; nrayhsUk; Kd;dhs; jiytUk;> 

mfpy ,yq;if K];ypk; yPf; ,isQu; Kd;dzpfspd; rq;fj;jpd; Kd;dhs; 

nrayhsUk; Kd;dhs; jiytUk; Mthu;. mtu; rkhjhd ePjthdhfTk; (Justice 
of the Peace) cs;shu;.

2002 Kjy; 2017 tiu "etkzp" gj;jpupifapd; MrpupauhfTk;> mg;gj;jpupifia 

ntspapLk; /g;uPyq;fh kPbah ypkpnll; (Freelanka Media Ltd) epWtdj;jpd; 

gzpg;ghsuhfTk; ,Ue;jhu;. 1976 Kjy; 2002 tiu "jpdfud;"> V.vd;.rp.vy;. (ANCL) 
jkpo; ntspaPLfs;> "jpdkpd" Mrpupau; gPlk; Mfpatw;wpy; ClftpayhsuhfTk;> 

nra;jp MrpupauhfTk;> Kfhikj;Jt MrpupauhfTk; gzpahw;wpdhu;. 

rpq;fsk;> jkpo;> Mq;fpyk; Mfpa %d;W nkhopfSf;Fk; ghuhSkd;w 

nkhopngau;g;ghsuhfTk; ,Ue;j mtu;> gjpT ngw;w rj;jpag;gpukhz 

nkhopngau;g;ghsUk; Mthu;.

mtu; gy tpUJfis ntd;Ws;shu;; mtw;wpy;> Clftpaypy; rpwe;J 

tpsq;Fgtu;fSf;fhd 25-tJ tpUJ tpohtpy; toq;fg;gl;l tho;ehs; 

rhjidahsu; tpUJk; mlq;Fk;.
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Mr. N. M. Ameen, Veteran journalist, editor, and media professional with over 
four decades of experience in journalism, editorial leadership, parliamentary 
communication, and community engagement. He upholds the promotion of accurate 
media representation, interfaith dialogue, and public service while upholding ethical 
journalism standards.

Mr. Ameen, besides his many academic qualifications is a representative of the 
Palestine International Forum for Media and Communication (Tawasol), a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Press Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka 
(PCCSL), Coordinator, South Asia Free Media Associations (SAFMA), President, 
Muslim Council of Sri Lanka (MCSL), Working Committee Member, Sri Lanka 
Working Journalists Association, founder Secretary & former President, Sri Lanka 
Muslim Media Forum and former Secretary & President, All Ceylon Union of 
Muslim League Youth Fronts. He is the recipient of Justice of the Peace.

He was the Editor of the Navamani newspaper and Director of Freelanka Media 
Ltd., publishers of the newspaper from 2002 to 2017. He was also a journalist, News
Editor and Managing Editor of Thinakaran, ANCL Tamil Publications and Dinamina 
Editorial from 1976 to 2002. He has also been the Parliamentary Interpreter for all 
three languages Sinhala/Tamil/Sinhala and is a sworn translator.

He has won several awards and among them are the Lifetime Achievement Award at 
the 25th Edition of the Journalism Awards for Excellence. .

***
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bkaÈl il,iQßh uy;d jHdmdßl iy uQ,H ckudOHfõoh ms<sn| jir 15 lg jeä 

w;aoelSï we;s" ikaksfõok lafIa;%fha jD;a;slfhl= iy ysgmq ckudOHfõÈfhls' 

Tyq ish uqøs; udOH Ôú;h zo fkaIkaZ mqj;amf;ka wdrïN l< w;r" miqj zfâ,s 

ñr¾Z mqj;am;g iïnkaO úh' tys jir 12 lg jeä ld,hla jHdmdßl l¾;D f,i 

lghq;= lrñka mqj;amf;a jHdmdßl wxYhg kdhl;ajh ÿkafkah' tu ld, iSudj ;=<" 

› ,xldfõ wd¾Ólh" uQ,H fjf<|fmd<" wdh;ksl ixj¾Okh iy rdcH m%;sm;a;s 

wdjrKh lrñka m%Odk fmf<a jHdmdßl iy uQ,H m%jD;a;s iy úfYaIdx. /ila 

jd¾;d lsÍug Tyq mqfrda.dó úh' cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo," f,dal nexl=j iy wdishdkq 

ixj¾Ok nexl=j jeks wdh;k iu. meje;s jevigyka we;=¿j" f;dr;=re jd¾;d 

lsÍfï mejreï iy jD;a;Sh ixj¾Ok jevigyka i|yd Tyqf.a fiajh úfoaYhka 

olajd o jHdma; úh' Tyq cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a ysgmq idudðlfhl= jk w;r 

tlai;a ckmo rdcH fomd¾;fïka;=fõ wdÈ YsIHfhls'

uqøs; udOH lafIa;%fhka miqj" bkaÈl uy;d äðg,a udOH iy fmdaâldiaÜ  lafIa;%hg 

fhduq úh' uyck Wkkaÿjla iys; ud;Dld iu. wLKavj /£ isáñka" wd¾Ól" 

foaYmd,ksl iy iudchSh lreKq ms<sn| idlÉPd we;=<;a ckm%sh i;sm;d fmdaâldiaÜ 

jevigykla Tyq oekg fufyhjkq ,nhs' ckudOHfõoh" äðg,a f;dr;=re bÈßm;a 

lsÍu iy wka;¾.; ixj¾Okh ms<sn| ish w;aoelSï Wmfhda.S lr.ksñka Tyq oekg 

Wmdhud¾.sl ikaksfõok lafIa;%fha kshe,S isáhs'

bkaÈl il,iQßh uy;d
,e;jpf rfyR+upa

Mr. Indika Sakalasooriya

,e;jpf rfyR+upa> tzpf kw;Wk; epjp Clftpaypy; 15 Mz;LfSf;Fk; Nkyhd 

mDgtk; nfhz;l njhlu;ghly; epGzUk; Kd;dhs; ClftpayhsUk; Mthu;.

mtu; mr;R Clfj; Jiwapy; "j Ne\d;" gj;jpupifapy; jkJ gzpiaj; 

njhlq;fp> gpd;du; "nla;yp kpuu;" gj;jpupifapy; ,ize;jhu;. mq;F 12 

Mz;LfSf;Fk; Nkyhf tzpfg; gpupT Mrpupauhfg; gzpahw;wp> gj;jpupifapd; 

tzpfg; gpupit topelj;jpdhu;. ,f;fhyg;gFjpapy;> gy Kf;fpa tzpf kw;Wk; 

epjpr; nra;jpfis Kjypy; ntspf;nfhzu;tjpy; Kf;fpa gq;fhw;wpaJld;> 

,yq;ifapd; nghUshjhuk;> epjpr; re;ijfs;> epWtd Kd;Ndw;wq;fs;> nghJf; 

nfhs;if Mfpatw;iwAk; nra;jpahf;fpdhu;.
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Mr. Indika Sakalasooriya is a communications professional and former journalist 
with over 15 years of experience in business and financial journalism. He began 
his career in print journalism at The Nation before joining the Daily Mirror, where 
he served as Business Editor for over 12 years, leading the newspaper's business 
desk. During his tenure, he played a key role in breaking several major business and 
financial stories, while covering Sri Lanka's economy, financial markets, corporate 
developments, and public policy. His work also took him overseas for reporting 
assignments and professional development programmes, including engagements 
with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, and Asian Development 
Bank (ADB). He is a former IMF Fellow and an alumnus of the US State Department's 
International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP).

Following his career in print journalism, Indika moved into digital media and 
podcasting. He currently hosts a popular weekly podcast featuring discussions on 
economic, political, and social issues, continuing his engagement with matters 
of public interest. He now works in strategic communications, drawing on his 
experience in journalism, digital storytelling, and content development.

***

nra;jp Nrfupg;Gg; gzpfSf;fhfTk; njhopy;rhu; Nkk;ghl;Lj; jpl;lq;fSf;fhfTk; 

mtu; ntspehLfSf;Fk; nrd;Ws;shu;; mtw;wpy; ru;tNjr ehza epjpak; 

(IMF)> cyf tq;fp> Mrpa mgptpUj;jp tq;fp (ADB) Mfpatw;Wldhd 

epfo;r;rpj; jpl;lq;fSk; mlq;Fk;. mtu; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; ngy;Nyh\

pg; jpl;lj;jpd; Kd;dhs; gq;Nfw;ghsu; vd;gJld;> mnkupf;f ntspAwTj; 

jpizf;fsj;jpd; ru;tNjr ghu;itahsu; jiyikj;Jtj; jpl;lj;jpd; (IVLP) 
Kd;dhs; gq;Nfw;ghsUk; Mthu;.

mr;R Clfg; gzpapd; gpd;du;> mtu; b[pl;ly; Clfk; kw;Wk; nghl;fh];l; 

Jiwf;F khwpdhu;. jw;NghJ nghUshjhu> murpay;> r%fg; gpur;rpidfs; Fwpj;j 

fye;Jiuahly;fisf; nfhz;l gpugykhd thuhe;jg; nghl;fh];l; epfo;r;rpia 

elj;jp tUtjd; %yk;> nghJkf;fspd; Mu;tj;Jf;Fupa tplaq;fSldhd 

jkJ <Lghl;ilj; njhlu;fpwhu;. NkYk;> Clftpay;> b[pl;ly; fijnrhy;yy;> 

cs;slf;f cUthf;fk; Mfpatw;wpy; jkf;Fs;s mDgtj;ijg; gad;gLj;jp> 

%Nyhghaj; njhlu;ghly; JiwapYk; gzpahw;Wfpwhu;.
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úchdkkao rEmisxy" le,‚h úYajúoHd,fha ckikaksfõok wOHhk wxYfha 

fcHIaG lÓldpd¾hjrfhls' ›  ,xldfõ m%uqL fmf,a foaYmd,k mqj;am;la jQ we;a; 

mqj;amf;a udKav,sl jd¾;dlrejl= f,i ckudOHlrKhg tla jQ Tyq miqj rchg 

wh;a iajdëk rEmjdyskS fiajfha m%jD;a;s  ixialdrljrfhl= iy ksIamdoljrfhl=  

jYfhka lghq;= lf<ah'

ckikaksfõokh ms<sn| f.!rj Wmdêh m%:u mka;s idud¾:hla iys;j iïmQ¾K 

lsÍfuka miq le,‚h úYaj úoHd,fha ckikaksfõok wOHhk wxYfha wdpd¾hjrfhl= 

f,i fiajh wdrïN l< w;r .; jQ jir 25 ;=< ikaksfõok yd udOH wOHhk  

lafIa;%h ;=< lghq;= lr ;sfí' Tyq 2009 jif¾§  › ,xldfõ ckudOH ysñldÍ;ajh 

yd mlaImd;S;ajh ms<sn|  o¾Ykm;s Wmdêh  iïmQ¾K lf<a h' 2005 jif¾§ bkaÈhdkq 

ckikaksfõok wdh;kfhka ̂ IIMC& ixj¾Ok ckudOHfõoh  ms<sn| mYapd;a Wmdê 

ämaf,daudj ysñlr .ekSug Tyq iu;a úh'

2018  isg 2021 jir olajd le,‚h úYaj úoHd,fha ikaksfõok yd udOH tAllfha 

wOHlaIjrhd f,i lghq;= lf<ah ' Tyq le,‚ úYaj úoHd,fha ckikaksfõok 

wOHhk wxYfha ysgmq wxYdêm;sjrhdh'

ckudOH b;sydih" foaYmd,k ikaksfõokh yd udOH m%;sm;a;s ms<sn|  m%uqL ,sms  

lSmhla Tyq úiska m< lr ;sfí' fcHIaG m¾fhaIlfhl= f,i iy iïm;a odhlfhl= 

f,i ckudOH yd iïnkaO cd;sl uÜgfï WmfoaYljfrl= f,i lghq;= lr we;s 

Tyq miq.sh ld,h ;=< › ,xldfõ ckudOH m%;sm;a;sh ieliSu i|yd jQ lñgqfõ o  

iudðlfhl= f,i lghq;= lf<ah'

úchdkkao rEmisxy uy;d
tp[ahde;j &grpq;f

Mr. Wijayananda Rupasinghe

tp[ahde;j &grpq;f> fsdpg; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; ntFrd njhlu;ghly; 

Jiwapy; ntFrd njhlu;ghly; rpNu\;l tpupTiuahsuhfg; gzpahw;Wfpwhu;. 

ehl;bd; Kd;dzp murpay; gj;jpupiffspy; xd;whd 'mj;j" gj;jpupifapy; 

nra;jpahsuhfj; jkJ gzpiaj; njhlq;fpdhu;. gpd;du; mur njhiyf;fhl;rp 

tiyaikg;ghd ITN ,y; nra;jp MrpupauhfTk; jahupg;ghsuhfTk; 

gzpahw;wpdhu;.
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ntFrd njhlu;ghlypy; Kjy; tFg;Gr; rpwg;Gf; fiykhzpg; gl;lk; ngw;w 

gpd;du; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; ,ize;j mtu;> 25 Mz;LfSf;Fk; Nkyhfj; 

njhlu;ghly; kw;Wk; Clff; fw;iffs; Jiwapy; gzpahw;wp tUfpwhu;. 2009 

Mk; Mz;L> ,yq;ifapy; Clf cupikahz;ikAk; fl;rpr; rhu;Gk; vd;gij 

ikakhff; nfhz;l jj;Jtkhzpg; gl;lj;ij (MPhil) epiwT nra;jhu;. 2005 Mk; 

Mz;L ,e;jpad; ,d;];bl;A+l; M/g; kh]; fk;A+dpNf\d; (IIMC) epWtdj;jpy; 
mgptpUj;jp Clftpaypy; KJfiy bg;Nshkh fw;ifiag; G+u;j;jp nra;jhu;.

2018 Kjy; 2021 tiu fsdpg; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; njhlu;ghly; kw;Wk; Clfg; 

gpuptpd; gzpg;ghsuhfg; gzpahw;wpa mtu;> ntFrd njhlu;ghly; Jiwapd; 

Kd;dhs; jiytUk; (2022-2025) Mthu;.

jkJ ePz;l gzpf;fhyk; KOtJk;> Clf tuyhW> murpay; njhlu;ghly;> Clff; 

nfhs;if Mfpa tplaq;fspy; Kf;fpakhd fl;Liufis ntspapl;Ls;shu;. 

,yq;ifapd; Njrpa Clff; nfhs;ifia tiue;j FO cs;spl;l gy Njrpa 

kl;lj;jpyhd MNyhridg; gzpfspy; tsthsuhfTk; rpNu\;l fy;tpahsuhfTk; 

gq;fspj;Js;shu;.

Mr. Wijayananda Rupasinghe is a Senior Lecturer in Mass Communication at the 
Department of Mass Communication, University of Kelaniya. He began his career 
as a staff reporter at Aththa Newspaper, one of the country’s leading political 
newspapers. Later, he worked as a News Editor and Producer at ITN, the state-
owned television network.

After completing his BA (Hons) in Mass Communication with a first class, he joined 
the university and has worked in the field of Communication and Media Studies 
for over 25 years. In 2009, he completed his MPhil, focusing on media ownership 
and partisanship in Sri Lanka. He followed a postgraduate diploma in Development 
Journalism at the Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC) in 2005. 

He served as the Director of the Communication and Media Unit of the University 
of Kelaniya from 2018 to 2021 and is the former Head of the Department of Mass 
Communication (2022-2025).  

Additionally, key articles on media history, political communication and media 
policy have been published by him throughout his extensive career. He has also 
contributed as a resource person and senior academic in various national-level 
consultancies, including the committee drafting Sri Lanka’s national media policy. 

***
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úksYaph uKav,fha jd¾;dj - uqøs; udOH

mqj;am;a l,dfõ úYsIag;d iïudk b;sydifha m%:u j;djg" NdId ;=fkkau iïudk 

Èkd .ekSug tla udOHfõÈfhla iu;a jQ nj úksYaph uKav,h wdvïnrfhka 

m%ldY lrhs' Tyq ;ud f;dard.;a úIhhkays úYsIag;ajhla fmkakqï lrñka" m%jD;a;s 

fidhd úfoia rgj,g mjd ixpdrh lr we;s w;r" NdId ;=fkkau ldKav i|yd 

bÈßm;a fjñka ;u NdId md,kh ukdj m%o¾Ykh lf<ah' ;%sNdId udOHfõÈhdKks" 

Tngwmf.a WKqiqï iqNme;=ïæ

wo rd;%sfha iïudk ,nd .kakd ish¨u fokdg o wmf.a iqN me;=ï mqo lruq' 

Tn ch.%ylhska f,i u;= ù we;af;a udOHfõ§ka ;r. jefok tlu §m jHdma; 

;r.dj,sfhks' fuys§ fyd|u ;eke;a;ka ch.%yKh lrk w;ru" úksYaph uKav,h 

fojk iy f;jk ia:dkj,g wdikakj meñ‚ wh l=i,;d iïudk u.ska w.h 

lf<ah'

flfia fj;;a" lK.dgqodhl mqj; jkafka mdGlhska mqj;am;a fjkqjg wka;¾cd,h 

iy iudc udOH jeks äðg,a fõÈld f;dard .ekSu ksid" 2025 iy 2026 jir ;=< 

NdId ;=fkkau idïm%odhsl mq¿,a mqj;am;a oyhla muK jid oud ;sîuhs' äðg,a 

wNsfhda.hg uqyqK §ug yels jQ wdh;k muKla wo b;sßj isáhs' tu ksid" óg fmr 

jirj, il%Shj iyNd.S jQ tu mqj;am;a fuu jif¾ mqj;am;al,d úYsIag;d iïudk 

Wf<f,a fkdue;s ùu ms<sn|j wms lK.dgqj m%ldY lr isáuq'

flfia fj;;a" fï jk úg wNdjhg f.dia we;s mqj;am;aj, udOHfõ§ka msßila" 

mqj;am; jid oeóug fmr m< l< úfYaIdx. lsysmhla weiqfrka wheÿïm;a tjd 

;sì‚' oekgu;a fjk;a ;ekaj, /lshd fidhdf.k we;s iuyr udOHfõ§ka ;u kj 

m%ldYk yryd Tjqkaf.a bÈßm;a lsÍï isÿ lr ;snq‚' ckudOH úYsIag;d iïudkj, 

fldgialrejka ùug Tjqka oelajQ oeä W;aidyh wms w.h lruq'

flfia fj;;a" fujr fou< udOH wxYfhka Okd;aul m%jK;djla oel.; yels úh' 

w÷re Ñ;%hla fmkajkjd fjkqjg" úksYaph uKav,hg oel.; yels jQfha ;reK 

udOHfõ§ka úYd, ixLHdjla ckudOH úYsIaG;d iïudk i|yd Wkkaÿfjka iyNd.S 

jk whqreh' fou< wxYfha úksYaph uKav,h ksÍlaIKh lf<a fï jif¾ kef.

kysr m<df;a fï iïnkaOfhka jeä wjOdkhla fhduq ù we;s njhs'

iïudkhg md;% jk ldKav myf<dj mqrd ,enqKq m%;spdr i;=gqodhl jqjo" udi 

lsysmhlg fmr mqj;am;a fj; hjk ,o ud¾f.damfoaY we;=<;a ;%sNdId w;am;%sldj, 

iy wmf.a jd¾;dj, ks;r u;la lr § ;sìh§;a" fndfyda whÿïlrejka kshñ; 

ks¾Kdhlj,g wkql+, ùug wfmdfydi;a ùu lK.dgqjg lreKls' tu ksid" iEu 

whÿïm;lau iqÿiq ldKavhg fhduq lr we;s nj iy;sl lr .ekSug;a" l¾;Djrhd 

fyda › ,xld l¾;D  ixiofha idudðlfhl= úiska w;aika lrk ,o iy ud¾f.

damfoaY oeä f,i wkq.ukh lrk wheÿïm;a Ndr .ekSug;a  mshjr .ekq‚' fuys§ 

l¾;Djrhdf.a u. fmkaùu w;HjYH jk nj wms kej; jrla wjOdrKh lruq' wxY 

m%OdkSka úiska iy;sl lrk ,o wheÿïm;a ms<s.kq fkd,enq‚'
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jeäu whÿïm;a ixLHdjla ,efnk ldKavh jk fyd|u úfYaIdx. ,sms rplhdg 

ysñ Wmd,s úfÊj¾Ok iïudkh i|yd f;dard.;a úIhhkays úúO;ajhla ;snQ w;r" 

fndfyda bÈßm;a lsÍï lshúh yels uÜgul mej;=‚' bx.%Sis udOHfha tla bÈßm;a 

lsÍula mßir jd¾;dlrKh ldKavhg fhduq lr ;snq‚ kï th myiqfjkau 

ch.%dylhd úh yelsj ;snq‚'

î' tA' isßj¾Ok jif¾ ;Sre rplhd i|yd jk ks¾Kdhlh meyeÈ,sj ks¾jpkh 

lr ;snqKo" fuu jif¾ o bÈßm;a lsÍï w;r úfYaIdx. ,sms iy m%jD;a;s wvx.= úh' 

flfia fj;;a" bx.%Sis udOHfha ch.%dyS bÈßm;a lsÍu b;d lemS fmfkk wheÿïm;la  

úh'

jir .Kkdjla mqrd" —jif¾ WKqiqï mqj; ˜ ^Scoop of the Year& i|yd jk bÈßm;a 

lsÍï" úoHq;a udOHj, —WKqiqï mqj;˜ ^breaking news& uÜgu wNsnjd hk m%ñ;shlg 

<Õd fkdùh' fï jif¾" b;d u;fNaod;aul ldrKhla j¾Okh ùu ms<sn| iqúfYaIS 

jd¾;djla fjkqfjka iïudkh Èkd .ekSug fou< NdId udOHfõÈfhla iu;a úh'

isxy, iy bx.%Sis hk udOH foflysu úu¾Ykd;aul udOHfõ§  ldKavfha 

ch.%dylhska iy l=i,;d iïudk,dNSka cd;sl jeo.;alulska hq;a b;d WKqiqï l:d 

lsysmhla fy<sorõ lsÍfï§ w;sYhskau ffO¾hiïmkak nj fmkS .sfhah' Tjqkaf.a 

ks¾NS; jd¾;dlrKh wms w.h lruq'

m%Odk;u iïudkh jk zu¾úka o is,ajd jif¾ udOHfõÈhdZ iïudkh i|yd 

jk ch.%dylhd bx.%Sis udOHfhka tAlPkaofhka f;dard .kakd ,§' ld¾hfha§  

mj;ajdf.k .sh ia:djr Ndjh" úu¾Ykd;aul .fõIKh u.ska u;= lr.;a .eUqre 

mqj;a jd¾;dlrKh iy iudchg n,mEula we;s lrk cd;sl jeo.;alulska 

hq;a lreKq wdjrKh lsÍu fjkqfjka fuu iïudkh msßkuk ,§' tu bÈßm;a 

lsÍïj, úúO;ajh fukau Wiia .=Kd;aulNdjhla o olakg ,enq‚' fou< udOHfha 

udOHfõÈfhl= i|yd l=i,;d iïudkhla ysñ úh'

ckudOH lafIa;%fha úYsIag yelshdjla fmkakqï lrk ;reK udOHfõÈhl= i|yd 

YsIH;ajhla msßkukq ,nk tlu ldKavh jk zfvkais,a mSßia iïudkhZ ysñjQfha 

fï jif¾ lemS fmfkk ;%sNdId udOHfõÈhdghs' ckudOHfõoh fjkqfjka jQ Tyqf.a 

fkdief,k lemùu fy<s jQfha Tyq ,shQ foaj,ska muKla fkdj" Tyq tu f;dr;=re 

imhd.;a wdldrfhks'

f;dr;=re oek.ekSfï whs;sjdislï u.ska .fõYkh lrk zuydpd¾h lhs,dim;s 

iïudkhZ i|yd ,enqKq bÈßm;a lsÍï ;=kl ̂ RTI& Ndú; lr we;s njg idlaIs ;snq‚' 

flfia fj;;a" tla bÈßm;a lsÍula RTI hkq l=ulaoehs ir,j meyeÈ,s lsÍula 

muKla úh'

zfyd|u msgq ie,iqï l< mqj;am;Z tys msßisÿ nj" meyeÈ,s bÈßm;a lsÍu iy lshùfï 

myiqj ;yjqre l< wkq-YS¾I mdG Ndú;h ksid lemS fmkq‚' mqj;a i|yd wvq 

wjOdkhla fhduq lrk" wêl f,i j¾K Ndú;h iy úYd, mska;+r" Ñ;% yd rEm 

igyka fhdoñka msgq msrùfuka isÿjk ydksh jgyd fkd.kakd mqj;am;a fj; fuu 
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m‚úvh hkq we;ehs hk n,dfmdfrd;a;=fjka th f;dard .kakd ,§'

fi!LH fiajd fukau jHdmdr iy uQ,H m%j¾.hkays meyeÈ,s ch.%dylhska isáfhah' 

flfia fj;;a" l%Svd" PdhdrEm udOHfõ§ iy ldgQka Ys,amS iïudk i|yd ,enqKq 

bÈßm;a lsÍï N+ñfha mj;sk ienE ;;a;ajh ksrEmKh lsÍug iu;a jQfha ke;'

fï jif¾ bx.%Sis iy isxy, udOH Odrdj, ,enqKq bÈßm;a lsÍïj, .=Kd;aulNdjfha 

wvqjla meyeÈ,sju olakg ,enq‚' tlu bÈßm;a lsÍu fndfyda úg ldKav lsysmhlgu 

^fndfyda úg jerÈ m%j¾.hkag& hjd ;snQ w;r" we;eï wh kshñ; bÈßm;a lsÍï 

ixLHdj mjd we;=<;a lsÍug wfmdfydi;a ù ;snq‚' ;ykï lr ;sìh§;a" iuyr 

bÈßm;a lsÍï —m%Yak iy ms<s;=re—  mokï lr.;a tAjd úh'

fujr úksYaph uKav,hg m¾is chudkak uy;d ^Ôú;fha tla jrla ysñjk iaj¾K 

iïudk,dNS&" úchdkkao rEmisxy uy;d" ;s,lr;ak l=reúgnKavdr uy;d ^Ôú;fha 

tla jrla ysñjk iaj¾K iïudk,dNS&" tka' tï' wóka uy;d ^Ôú;fha tla jrla 

ysñjk iaj¾K iïudk,dNS&" ùr.;s ;knd,isxyï uy;d ^Ôú;fha tla jrla ysñjk 

iaj¾K iïudk,dNS&" vhka iaflda¾uka uy;d iy bkaÈl il,iQßh uy;d we;=<;a 

jQy'

;uka fj; mjrk ,o ld¾hh bgq lsÍug ;enQ úYajdih fjkqfjka úksYaph uKav,h 

ish lD;{;dj m< lrk w;r" 2025 ckudOH úYsIg;d iïudk i|yd jQ › ,xld 

l¾;D ixioh iy › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh ^SLPI& ksfhdackh lrk tAldnoaO 

lñgqfõ iu iNdm;sjrekag iy idudðlhskag ia;+;sh mqo lr isáhs'

ckudOH úYsIag;d iïudk Wf<, i|yd jir 18 la mqrd le|jqïlre f,i lghq;= 

lrk › ,xld mqj;am;a meñ‚,s fldñifï m%Odk úOdhl ks,OdÍ iql=ud¾ frdlajqâ 

uy;d we;=¿ lemjQ ld¾h uKav,h ,nd ÿka iydh o wms fnfyúka w.h lruq' §¾> 

úksYaph meh .Kk mqrd ,nd ÿka Èjd wdydr iy f;a meka ix.%yhka wmg uy;a 

Yla;shla úh'

rdð;d ùrfldaka

iNdm;s 

úksYaph uKav,h"

ckudOH úYsIag;d iïudk -  2025
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eLtu; FOtpd; mwpf;if – mr;R Clfk;

rpwe;j ClftpaYf;fhd tpUJfspd; tuyhw;wpy; Kjd;Kiwahf> xNu 

Clftpayhsu; %d;W nkhopfspYk; tpUJfis ntd;Ws;shu; vd;gij 

mwptpg;gjpy; eLtu; FO ngUik nfhs;fpwJ. mtu; jdJ jiyg;Gj; 

Nju;tpYk; rpwe;J tpsq;fpdhu;. fijfisj; Njb ntspehLfSf;Fk; gazk; 

nra;jhu;> %d;W nkhopfspYk; Nghl;bg; gpupTfspy; gq;Nfw;wjd; %yk; jdJ 

nkhopahSikiaAk; ntspg;gLj;jpdhu;. ,e;j Kk;nkhop ClftpayhsUf;F 

vkJ tho;j;Jfs;.

,d;wpuT tpUJfisg; ngWk; midtUf;Fk; ehk; tho;j;Jfisj; njuptpf;fpNwhk;. 

Clftpayhsu;fs; kl;LNk Nghl;bapLk; ehL KOtJkhd xNu epfo;tpy; ePq;fs; 

ntw;wpahsu;fshf cUntLj;Js;sPu;fs;. rpwe;jtu;fs; ntw;wp ngw;whYk;> 

neUf;fkhd ,uz;lhk; ,lj;ijAk; %d;whk; ,lj;ijAk; ngw;wtu;fis eLtu; 

FO jFjpr; rhd;W tpUJfs; (Merit Awards) %yk; mq;fPfupj;Js;sJ.

thrfu;fs; gj;jpupiffis tpLj;J ,izak;> r%f Clfq;fs; Nghd;w 

b[pl;ly; jsq;fisj; Nju;e;njLg;gjhy;> %d;W nkhopfspYk; cs;s Rkhu; 

gj;Jg; ghuk;gupa ngupa mstpyhd gj;jpupiffs; 2025> 2026 Mfpa Mz;Lfspy; 

%lg;gl;Ltpl;ld vd;gJ Jaukhd nra;jpahFk;. b[pl;ly; Mf;fpukpg;ig 

jhf;Fg;gpbf;Fk; jpwd; nfhz;lit kl;LNk vQ;rpAs;sd. Ke;ija Mz;Lfspy; 

jPtpukhfg; gq;Nfw;w ,e;jr; gj;jpupiffs; ,e;j Mz;L ,y;yhjJ Fwpj;J> 

,t;thz;bd; rpwg;G ClftpaYf;fhd Clf tpUJfis toq;Fk; ,f;FO 

ftiy njuptpf;fpwJ.

vdpDk;> %lg;gl;l gj;jpupiffspd; Clftpayhsu;fsplkpUe;J> mit 

%lg;gLtjw;F Kd;Ng rku;g;gpf;fg;gl;l rpy gjpTfis ehk; ngw;Nwhk;. 

Vw;fdNt Ntwplq;fspy; Ntiy ngw;Wtpl;l rpy Clftpayhsu;fs;> jq;fs; 

Gjpa ntspaPLfs; %yk; gjpTfisr; rku;g;gpj;jdu;. Clf tpUJfspd; xU 

gFjpahf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;w mtu;fspd; cWjpg;ghl;il ehk; cskhu 

kjpf;fpNwhk;.

jkpo;g; gpuptpy; xU Neu;kiwahd tsu;r;rp njd;gl;lJ. ,Uz;l R+oypd; 

gpujpgypg;ghf ,y;yhky;> ,sk; Clftpayhsu;fs; Clf tpUJfspy; ngUkstpy; 

gq;Nfw;wijNa eLtu;fs; fz;ldu;. ,e;j Mz;L fpof;F khfhzj;jpd; kPJ 

mjpff; ftdk; nrYj;jg;gl;bUg;gijAk; jkpo;g; gpupT eLtu;fs; ftdpj;jdu;.

gjpide;J gpupTfspYk; fpilj;j gjpy; jpUg;jpfukhf ,Ue;jNghjpYk;> 

vkJ mwpf;iffspYk;> topfhl;Ljy;fis tpsf;fp khjq;fSf;F Kd;Ng 

gj;jpupiffSf;F mDg;gg;gl;l Kk;nkhopf; ifNaLfspYk; kPz;Lk; kPz;Lk; 

epidT+l;bAk;> gy Nghl;bahsu;fs; epu;zapf;fg;gl;l msTNfhy;fisg; 

gpd;gw;wj; jtwpaJ Vkhw;wkspf;fpwJ. MfNt> xt;nthU tpz;zg;gKk; 

nghUj;jkhd gpupTf;F topg;gLj;jg;gLtij cWjpnra;a Mrpupaupd; 

topfhl;Ljy; fl;lhak; vd;gijAk;> topfhl;Ljy;fSk; gj;jpupif MrpupaNuh 
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my;yJ gj;jpupif Mrpupau;fs; rq;f cWg;gpdNuh ifnahg;gkpl;l tpz;zg;gg; 

gbtKk; gpd;gw;wg;gl Ntz;Lk; vd;gijAk; kPz;Lk; typAWj;JfpNwhk;. Jiwj; 

jiytu;fshy; rhd;wspf;fg;gl;l gjpTfs; Vw;Wf;nfhs;sg;glkhl;lh.

mjpf vz;zpf;ifapyhd gjpTfis <u;f;Fk; gpupthd rpwe;j fl;LiuahsUf;fhd 

cghyp tpN[tu;jd tpUjpy;> Nju;e;njLf;fg;gl;l jiyg;Gfspy; gy;NtW 

tifikfs; ,Ue;jd> ngUk;ghyhd gjpTfs; thrpf;fj;jf;fitahf ,Ue;jd. 

Mq;fpy nkhopg; gpuptpy; te;j xU gjpT> Rw;Wr;R+oy; gpupTf;F mDg;gg;gl;bUe;jhy; 

ntw;wp ngw;wpUf;ff;$Lk;.

Mz;bd; rpwe;j gj;jpahsUf;fhd gp.V. rpwptu;jd tpUjpd; msTNfhy; 

njspthf tiuaWf;fg;gl;bUe;Jk;> ,k;KiwAk; rku;g;gpf;fg;gl;ltw;wpy; rpwg;Gf; 

fl;LiufSk; nra;jpj; JZf;FfSk; ,Ue;jd. ,Ug;gpDk;> Mq;fpyg; gpuptpy; 

ntw;wp ngw;w gjpT rpwg;ghf ,Ue;jJ.

gy Mz;Lfshf> Mz;bd; rpwe;j gugug;Gr; nra;jp (Scoop of the Year) tpUJf;fhd 
gjpTfs; mjd; msTNfhYf;Ff; FiwthfNt ,Ue;Jte;jd. me;j msTNfhy;> 

kpd;dZ Clfq;fspd; "tpNrl nra;jp" (breaking news) epiyiaj; jhz;ba 

juj;ijf; NfhUfpwJ. ,e;j Mz;L> kpFe;j ru;r;irf;Fupa xU tplaj;jpd; 

tsu;r;rp Fwpj;j jdJ gpuj;jpNaf mwpf;iff;fhf jkpo; Clfj;ijr; Nru;e;j 

xU Clftpayhsu; ,e;j tpUij ntd;whu;.

Gydha;T Clftpayhsu; gpuptpy;> rpq;fs kw;Wk; Mq;fpy Clfq;fspy; ntw;wp 

ngw;wtu;fSk; jFjpr; rhd;W tpUJ ngw;wtu;fSk;> Njrpa Kf;fpaj;Jtk; tha;e;j 

kpFe;j gugug;ghd rpy fijfis ntspf;nfhzu;tjpy; kpfj; Jzpr;rYld; 

nray;gl;ljhff; fz;lwpag;gl;ldu;. mtu;fspd; mQ;rhj nra;jpapliy ehk; 

ghuhl;LfpNwhk;.

Kjd;ik tpUjhd Mz;bd; rpwe;j ClftpayhsUf;fhd nku;tpd; b 

rpy;th tpUJ> Mq;fpy Clfj;jpypUe;J xUkdjhfj; Nju;e;njLf;fg;gl;lJ. 

gzpapd; njhlu;r;rpj;jd;ik> Mokhd fijfis cUthf;fpa Gydha;T 

tplhKaw;rp> r%fj;jpy; jhf;fk; nrYj;Jk; Njrpa Kf;fpaj;Jtk; tha;e;j 

tplaq;fisr; nra;jpahf;fpaik Mfpatw;Wf;fhf ,J toq;fg;gl;lJ. gjpTfs; 

gd;Kfj;jd;ikAk; juKk; nfhz;bUe;jd. jkpo; Clfj;ijr; Nru;e;j xU 

ClftpayhsUf;Fj; jFjpr; rhd;W tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ.

,sk; Clftpayhsu; xUtUf;F cjtpj;njhifia toq;Fk; xNu gpupthd 

nld;rpy; gPup]; tpUij> ,e;j Mz;bd; rpwe;j Kk;nkhop ClftpayhsNu 

ntd;whu;. Clftpaypy; mtuJ jsuhj mu;g;gzpg;G> mtu; vOjpatw;why; 

kl;Lky;yhky;> jdJ fijiag; ngw;w tpjj;jhYk; ntspg;gl;lJ.

Nguhrpupau; ifyhrgjp tpUJf;fhd rku;g;gpg;Gfspy; %d;wpy;> jfty; mwpAk; 

cupikr; rl;lj;ijg; (RTI) gad;gLj;jpj; jPu;T NfhUk; Kaw;rp ntspg;gl;lJ. 

MapDk;> xU gjpT jfty; mwpAk; cupik vd;why; vd;d vd;gjw;fhd 

tpsf;fkhf kl;LNk ,Ue;jJ.

49



rpwe;j tbtikg;Gila gj;jpupif> mjd; Neu;j;jp> njspthd fhl;rpaikg;G> 

thrpg;Gf;F cjTk; Jizj; jiyg;GfSld; $ba gf;f mikg;G Mfpatw;why; 

jdpj;J epd;wJ. nra;jpfSf;Ff; Fiwe;j Kf;fpaj;Jtk; mspf;Fk; gj;jpupiffs;> 

mjpfkhd tz;zg; gad;ghLk;> tiufiy> Xtpaq;fs;> kpfg;ngupa glq;fs; 

vd gf;fq;fis neUf;fbahf epug;GtJk; Vw;gLj;Jk; jPq;if czUk; vd;w 

ek;gpf;ifAld; ,J Nju;e;njLf;fg;gl;lJ.

Rfhjhuk; kw;Wk; tzpfk;> epjpg; gpupTfspy; njspthd ntw;wpahsu;fs; 

,Ue;jdu;. Mdhy;> tpisahl;L> Gifg;glg; Clftpayhsu;> Nfypr;rpj;jpuf; 

fiyQu; tpUJfSf;fhd gjpTfs; fsepytuj;ijg; gpujpgypf;ftpy;iy.

,e;j Mz;L Mq;fpyk; kw;Wk; rpq;fsg; gpupTfspy; gjpTfspd; juk; 

Fiwe;jpUg;gJ njspthfj; njupe;jJ. xNu gjpT gy gpupTfSf;F> ngUk;ghYk; 

jtwhd gpupTfSf;F mDg;gg;gl;lJ> rpyu; epu;zapf;fg;gl;l vz;zpf;ifapyhd 

gjpTfisf;$lr; Nru;f;ftpy;iy. jil ,Ue;Jk;> rpy gjpTfs; "Nfs;tp-gjpy;" 

tbtpy; mike;jpUe;jd.

,e;j Mz;L eLtu; FOtpy; jpU.ngu;rp [akd;d (tho;ehs; rhjidahsu; tpUJ 

ngw;wtu;)> jpU. tp[ahde;j &grpq;f> jpU. jpyf; FUtpl;l gz;lhu (tho;ehs; 

rhjidahsu; tpUJ ngw;wtu;)> jpU. vd;.vk;. mkPd; (tho;ehs; rhjidahsu; 

tpUJ ngw;wtu;)> jpU. tPufj;jp jdghyrpq;fk; (tho;ehs; rhjidahsu; 

tpUJ ngw;wtu;)> jpU. bNahd; N\hu;kd;> jpU. ,e;jpf rfyR+upa MfpNahu; 

,lk;ngw;wdu;.

,e;jg; gzpia Nkw;nfhs;tjw;fhf jk;kPJ itf;fg;gl;l ek;gpf;iff;F 

eLtu; FO ed;wp njuptpg;gJld;> gj;jpupif Mrpupau;fs; rq;fKk; ,yq;if 

gj;jpupif ];jhgdKk; mlq;fpa 2025-Mk; Mz;Lf;fhd Clf tpUJfspd; 

,izf; FOtpd; ,izj; jiytUf;Fk; cWg;gpdu;fSf;Fk; mtu;fs; fhl;ba 

ek;gpf;iff;fhf ed;wp $WfpwJ.

18 Mz;Lfshf xUq;fpizg;ghsuhfg; gzpahw;wp tUk; gj;jpupif Kiwg;ghl;L 

Mizf;FOtpd; gpujhd epiwNtw;W mjpfhup jpU. RFkhu; nuhf;T+l;Lk; 

mtuJ mu;g;gzpg;Gkpf;f gzpahsu;fSk; toq;fpa  MjuTf;Fk; ehk; kpfTk; 

ed;wpAilatu;fs;. ePz;l Neuk; ele;j kjpg;gPl;Lg; gzpapd;NghJ kjpa czTk; 

rpw;Wz;bfSk; toq;fg;gl;lJ vkf;Fg; ngupJk; cjtpaJ.

uh[pjh tPuf;Nfhd;

jiytu;> eLtu; FO>

rpwe;j  ClftpaYf;fhd Clf tpUJfs; 2025 
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Report of the Panel of Judges – Print media

The Panel of Judges is proud to announce that for the first time in the history of 
Journalism Awards for Excellence, a single journalist carries away awards in all 
three languages. He displayed excellence in his choice of subjects, travelling even 
overseas in search of stories and demonstrated linguistic command by entering 
categories in all three languages. Our congratulations to the trilingual journalist.
We also extend congratulations to all those receiving awards tonight. You have 
emerged winners at the only islandwide event contested by journalists. While the 
best won, the Panel recognised those who came a close second, and even third, with 
Merit Awards.

The dismal news is that with readers choosing digital platforms such as the internet 
and social media over newspapers, around ten traditional broadsheet newspapers 
across all three languages, have closed during the course of 2025 and 2026. Only 
those capable of withstanding the digital onslaught are surviving. This year's 
Journalism Awards for Excellence therefore, regrets the absence of these newspapers 
that participated actively in the previous years.

We did, however, receive some entries from journalists of the now-defunct 
newspapers, submitted prior to the fold-up. Some journalists who had already found 
employment elsewhere made their submissions through their new publications. We 
truly appreciate their determination to be part of the Journalism Awards.
A positive development however was visible in the Tamil stream. Instead of a 
reflection of the bleak picture, what the judges witnessed instead was a positive 
development with young journalists participating in large numbers in the Journalism 
Awards. Judges of the Tamil stream also observed a greater focus this year on the 
Eastern Province.

Although the response across the fifteen categories was satisfactory, it was 
disappointing that, despite repeated reminders in our reports and in the trilingual 
brochures sent to newspapers months in advance setting out the guidelines, many 
entrants failed to comply with the stipulated criteria. We therefore repeat once again 
that the guidance of the Editor is compulsory to ensure that each application is 
directed to the appropriate category and that the guidelines, application form signed 
by the Editor or a Member of the Editors' Guild is adhered to. Submissions certified 
by Sectoral Heads are not accepted.

In the Upali Wijewardene Award for the Best Feature Writer, the category that draws 
the highest number of entries, there was variation in the subjects chosen, and most 
submissions were readable. One entry in the English medium could well have been 
a winner had it been directed to the Environment category. 
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Although the criterion for the B.A. Siriwardene Columnist of the Year is clearly 
defined, once again among the submissions were feature articles and news items. 
The winning entry in the English medium was nonetheless outstanding.

For many years, submissions to the Scoop of the Year award fell short of its criterion, 
which calls for a standard surpassing the "breaking news" level of the electronic 
media. This year, a journalist of the Tamil media succeeded in winning the award for 
his exclusive report on the development of a highly controversial issue.

The winners and Merit Award winners in the Investigative Journalist category, in 
both the Sinhala and English media, were found to be very daring in the exposure 
of some of the most explosive stories of national importance. We commend their 
fearless reporting.

The winner of the prime award, the Mervyn de Silva Journalist of the year was 
unanimously selected from the English media. It was given for consistency of work, 
for investigative persistence resulting in in-depth stories and for covering issues of 
national importance with an impact on society. The submissions had variety and 
quality. A Merit Award was awarded to a journalist of the Tamil media.   
The only category, the Denzil Peiris Award which offers a scholarship to a young 
journalist who shows an impressive potential in journalism, was won by this year's 
outstanding trilingual journalist. His unwavering commitment to journalism was 
revealed not by what he wrote alone but by the way he got his story.  
The use of RTI was in evidence in three of the submissions in the Professor 
Kailasapathy Award which calls for redress through the RTI. One entry however 
was simply an explanation of what the RTI is.

The Best Designed Newspaper stood out for its neatness, clear display and layout 
with sub-heads that aided readability. It was chosen in the hope that the message will 
reach those newspapers that give less focus to news, will recognise the harm done 
by excessive use of colour and the overcrowding of pages with graphics, artwork 
and outsized pictures.

The Healthcare and the Business and Finance categories produced clear winners. 
Entries for the Sports, Photo Journalist and the Cartoonist’s Awards, however, were 
not reflective of the ground level situation. 
A drop in the quality of entries was in clear evidence in the English and Sinhala 
streams this year. The same entry was often sent to several categories, frequently 
the wrong ones while some even failed to include the stipulated number in their 
submissions. And despite the prohibition, some entries were "question-and-answer" 
based.

This year, the Panel of Judges included Mr. Percy Jayamanna, (Lifetime Achievement 
Award Winner) Mr. Wijayananda Rupasinghe, Mr. Tilak Kuruwita Bandara, 
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(Lifetime Achievement Award Winner) Mr. N.M. Ameen, (Lifetime Achievement 
Award Winner) Mr. Veeragathy Thanabalasingham, (Lifetime Achievement Award 
winner) Mr. Dion Schorman and Mr. Indika Sakalasuriya.
   
The Panel wishes to extend its gratitude for the trust placed in it to carry out its task 
and would like to thank the Joint Chairman and Members of the Joint Committee for 
the Journalism Awards 2025, comprising the Editors' Guild and the Sri Lanka Press 
Institute for the confidence placed in them.
  
We also greatly appreciate the logistical support given by Mr. Sukumar Rockwood, 
Chief Executive Officer of the Press Complaints Commission who    for 18 years has 
been serving as Convener along with his committed staff. The provision of lunch and 
refreshments sustained us through the long hours of judging.

Rajitha Weerakoon
Chairperson/Panel of Judges,
Journalism Awards for Excellence 2025 
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ckudOH úYsIag;d iïudk - 2025
úksYaph uKav, idudðlfhda - ud¾..; mqj;a fjí wvú

Journalism Awards for Excellence 2025
Members of the Panel of Judges – Online News Website
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lksIal iq.;odi uy;d m%uqL fmf<a f;dr;=re ;dlaIK WmfoaYk iud.ula jQ 

^IT Advisor Pvt Ltd& ys l<ukdldr wOHlaIjrhdh' f;dr;=re ;dlaIK lafIa;%fha 

wjqreÿ 46 lg jvd w;aoelSï iys; m%ùKhl= jk Tyq" m%uqL fmf<a jd‚c wdh;kj, 

f;dr;=re ;dlaIK l<ukdlrejl= f,i;a f;dr;=re ;dlaI‚l WmfoaYljrhl= 

f,i;a lghq;= lr ;sfí'

lksIal iq.;odi uy;d › ,xld mß.Kl ix.ufha idudðl;ajh ysñ wfhls' tfiau 

Tyq tu ix.ufha ysgmq NdKavd.dßljrhl= yd md,k uKav, idudðlfhla o fõ' 

fyf;u wefußld tlai;a ckmofha bkaf*dfïIka isiagï TäÜ wekaâ lkafg%da,a 

ix.ufha ̂ ISACA& iy;sl ,;a f;dr;=re moaO;s ú.Kljrfhla o fõ' tfiau Tyq tu 

ix.ufha ma,eákï idudðl;ajh orñka tys › ,xld md¾Yajfha iNdm;sjrhd f,i 

o lghq;= lf<ah' Tyq f.da,Sh .KldêlrK l<ukdldr wdh;khla jQ ^CIMA UK& 

ys ^CM& moúh ysñ wfhls' isud wdh;kfha › ,xld wxYfha Wm lñgq .Kkdjlu 

Tyq fiajh fldg we;' tlai;a rdcOdksfha ìiakia lkaákshqá wdh;kfha wkqnoaO 

idudðl;ajh ysñ Tyq tu ̂BCI& wdh;kfha iy;slh ,oafoa l=i,;d idud¾:hla Èkd.

ksñks' mß.Kl úoHdj iïnkaOfhka ,kavka úYaj úoHd,fha laùka fïß fldf,aÊ 

fj;ska fyf;u m<uq mka;sfha ^f.!rj& Wmdêhla ysñlr .;af;ah' úoHdm;s Wmdêh 

^MSc& yeoErefõ flaïì%Ê úYaj úoHd,fhks' tfiau › chj¾Okmqr úYaj úoHd,fha 

l<ukdlrKh ms<sn| mYapd;a Wmdê wdh;kfhka ^PIM& jHdmdr mßmd,kh ms<sn| 

mYapd;a ämaf,daud Wmdêh ysñlr .;af;ah' Tyq tys we¨ïks wefidaisfhaIka lñgqfõ 

o fiajh lf<ah'

iq.;odi uy;df.a IT Advisors Private ,sñgâ wdh;kfha l<ukdldÍ;ajh hgf;a 

úúO jd‚c wxYj, úúO wdh;k fj; wjqreÿ 25 la ;siafia ld¾hlaIu yd M,odhS 

f;dr;=re ;dlaIK Ndú;hla Wfoid u.fmkaùu ,nd ;sfí'

weÕ¨ï l¾udka;" fi!LH /ljrK" fydag,a lafIa;%fha" bÈlsÍï" nexl= fiajd" 

iud.ï" is,a,r b;=reï yd jd‚c nexl= fiajd" uq,H iud.ï" ksIamdok l¾udka;" 

fjf<| jHdmdr" l=vd mßudK jHdmdr" keõ.; lsÍfï wxY" udOH yd wOHdmk hk 

lafIa;%j,g Tyqf.a fulS u.fmkaùï ,eî ;sfí'

lksIal iq.;odi uy;d
fdp\;f Rfjjhr

Mr. Kanishka Sugathadasa 
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fdp\;f Rfjjhr ,yq;ifapy; cs;s Kd;dzp jfty; njhopy;El;g 

MNyhridf; fk;gdpapd; epu;thfg; gzpg;ghsuhthu;. Kd;dzp tu;j;jf thzpg 

epWtdq;fSf;fhd jfty; njhopy;El;g topfhl;ly; kw;Wk; MNyhridj; 

Jiwapy; 46 tUl fhy mDgtj;ij ,tu; ngw;Ws;shu;.

,tu; ,yq;if fzpdp njhopy;El;gtpayhsu; rq;fj;jpd; mq;fj;jtUk; 

(CSSL)> Kd;dhs; nghUyhsUkhthu;. fzf;fha;T fl;Lg;ghl;L epWtdj;jpd; 

mq;fPfupf;fg;gl;l fzf;fha;thsUk; If;fpa mnkupf;fh kw;Wk; ,yq;if 

fpisapd; jiytUk; ISACA gpsl;bdk;   mq;fj;jtUkhthu;. mj;Jld; If;fpa 

,uhr;rpaj;jpd; rpkh fzf;fha;T Kfhikj;Jt epWtdj;jpd; mq;fj;jtUk;> 

rpkh ,yq;if fpisapd; ePz;l fhy cg FO mq;fj;jtuhfTk; ,Ue;Js;shu;. 

,j;Jiwapy; NkYk; guPl;irfspy; cau; epiyapy; rpj;jpaile;jpUg;gNjhL> 

,q;fpyhe;ij jskhff; nfhz;l gy tu;j;jf nraw;ghl;L epwtdq;fspYk; 

mq;fj;Jtk; ngw;Ws;shu;.

,q;fpyhe;jpd; yd;ld; gy;fiyf;foj;jpd; Fapd; Nkup fy;Y}upapd; tpQ;Qhdkhzp 

rpwg;G gl;lj;jpy; Kjyhk; juj;jpy; rpj;jpaile;jpUg;gNjhL> Nfk;gpupl;[; 

gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; gl;lNkw; fy;tp gl;lj;ijAk; epiwT nra;Js;shu;. ];uP 

[atu;jdGu gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; gl;lNkw;fy;tp tzpf epu;thf epWtdjpd; 

mYkpdp mNrhrpNard; mq;fj;jtuhfTk; jfty; njhopy;El;g fk;gdpapy; 

Rfjjhrtpd; Nkw;ghu;itapd; fPo; mNyhrid topfhl;ly; Jiwapy; 25 

tUlq;fSf;F Nkw;gl;l mDgtj;ij ngw;Ws;s ,tu; tzpf tq;fpfs;> epjp 

epWtdq;fs;> fhg;GWjp > cw;gj;jp ifj;njhopy; Jiw> fg;gy;Jiw kw;Wk; 

Clfk; vd;W gy Jiwfspy; ePz;l fhy mDgtj;ijAk; mwpitAk; 

ngw;Ws;sik Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ.

Mr. Kanishka Sugathadasa  is the Managing Director of IT Advisors (Private) 
Limited, a leading IT Consulting Firm. He is an experienced IT Professional with 
over 46 years of experience in the IT field as IT Manager of leading Commercial 
Organisations and as an IT Consultant.

Kanishka is a Fellow of the Computer Society of Sri Lanka (CSSL), and a former 
Council Member and Treasurer of the CSSL.  He is a Certified Information Systems 
Auditor (CISA) of the Information Systems Audit and Control Association (ISACA), 
USA and a former Sri Lanka Chapter President and a Platinum Member of ISACA.  
He is an ACMA of CIMA (UK) the global management accounting institute, of 
which he had served on several subcommittees of the CIMA Sri Lanka Division.  
He is an associate member of the Business Continuity Institute (UK) and has a merit 
pass in the Certificate of the BCI.

He holds a First-Class Honours B.Sc. (Hons.) from Queen Mary College, University 
of London in Computer Science, and the Master of Advanced Study from the 
University of Cambridge.   He also has the Post Graduate Diploma in Business 
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Administration from the Post Graduate Institute of Management (PIM) University of 
Sri Jayawardenepura of which he has served in the Alumni Association Committee.
Under the management of Mr. Sugathadasa IT Advisors (Private) Limited has for the 
last 25 years guided various firms in various industries in the effective and efficient 
use of IT: Garments, Healthcare, Hotels, Construction, Banking - Corporate, Retail, 
Savings and Merchant Banking, Finance Companies, Insurance, Manufacturing 
Industries, Trading, Small Business, Shipping, Media & Education etc.

***
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tlai;a rdcOdksfha ì%geks hqksjihsÜ ys uydpd¾hjrhl= jQ Tyq tA'hQ'iS úYaj úoHd,fha 

f;dr;=re ;dlaIK mSGfha ysgmq mSGdêm;sjrhdh' › chj¾Okmqr úYaj úoHd,fha 

l<ukdlrKh ms<sn| mYapd;a Wmdê wdh;kfha fcHIaG lÓldpd¾hjrfhla f,i 

o Tyq fiajh lf<ah' inr.uqj úYaj úoHd,fha;a" › ,xld újD; úYaj úoHd,fha;a 

fcHIaG lÓldpd¾hjrhl= f,i fiajh l< Tyq uhsfl%dfid*aÜ wka,sñgâ 

fmdfgkaIka jHdmD;sfha mqyqKqlrejl= yd l;=jrfhla f,i lghq;= lf<ah' f;dr;=re 

;dlaIKh ms<sn| fm<fmd;a .Kkdjlu l;=jrhd jQ Tyq mßYS,l ud¾f.damfoaY o 

rpkd lr we;' f;dr;=re ;dlaIKh ms<sn| jD;a;slhkaf.a uKav,fha md,l uKav, 

idudðlfhla f,i fyf;u lghq;= lf<ah' f;dr;=re ;dlaIKh ms<sn| yd tu 

bxðfkare úoHdj ms<sn| wka;¾ cd;sl wdh;k .Kkdjlu Tyq idudðl;ajh oeÍh'

f;dr;=re ;dlaIK jD;a;sfha jir 35 lg jvd w;aoelSï iys; m%ùKhl= jk 

,is; foafõkaø uy;d jir 25 lg jeä ld,hla tu lafIa;%fha mqyqKqlrejl= yd 

WmfoaYljrfhla f,i lghq;= lr we;' fï jkúg .=Kd;aul nfjka hq;= úYsIag;u 

cd;sl uDÿldx. Wfoid iïudk m%odkh lsÍfï úksYaph uKav,fha  úksiqrejrhl= 

f,i fiajh lrk Tyq 2014 mgka tu fiajfha fh§ ;sfí'  úYaj úoHd, ;=< yd 

f;dr;=re ;dlaIK l¾udka;h ;=<ska jd¾Islj ìysjk fyd|u uDÿldx. ksIamdok 

Wfoid tu iïudk msßkefï' tfiau 2014 mgka › ,xld phskd ìiakia fldamf¾Ika 

uKav,fhka msfok —ìiakia iagd¾˜ iïudk m%odkfha o Tyq  úksiqrejrfhla f,i 

;u fufyjr ,nd § ;sfí'

uydpd¾h ,is; foafõkaø
Nguhrpupau; yrpj;j NjNte;jpuh

Prof. Lasitha Devendra 

Nguhrpupau; yrpj;j NjNte;jpuh ,q;fpyhe;jpd; gpupl;lhdp gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; 

NguhrpupaUk;> jfty; njhopy;El;g epWtdj;jpd; Kd;dhs; gPlhjpgjpAk; gl;lNkw; 

fy;tp epWtdk;> rgufKt gy;fiyf;fofk;> jpwe;j gy;fiyf;fofk; Mfpatw;wpd; 

rpNu\;l tpupTiuahsuhfTk; gapw;Wtpg;ghsuhfTk; flikahw;wpAs;shu;. 

,j;Jiwapy; ikf;Nuhnrhg;l; Nritapd; jfty; njhopy;El;g tplaq;fspyhd E}

y;fspd; MrpupaUk; mjd; njhopy;rhu; ty;Ydu;fs; fTd;rpypd; mq;fj;jtuhfTk; 

,Ue;Js;shu;. 

jfty; njhopy;El;gj;Jiwapy; 35 tUl mDgtj;ijAk; ,j;Jiwapd; 

MNyhrfu; kw;Wk; tpupTiuahsuhf 25 tUl fhy mDgtj;ijAk; ngw;Ws;s 

xUtuhthu;. jw;NghJ 2014 Mk; Mz;by; ,Ue;J “nerdy; ng];l; nrhg;l;ntahu ;” 
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Professor, Brittany Université, UK, Former Dean of the Faculty of Information 
Technology, AUC, Senior Lecturer Postgraduate Institute of Management, University 
of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sabaragamuwa University, Open University of Sri Lanka, 
Author, Trainer of Microsoft Unlimited Potential Project, Authored several IT text 
books & user guides. Served as a board member of an IT professionals council and 
is a member of several international IT & engineering bodies.

Counts over 35 years of experience in the Information Technology profession, and 
over 25 years in training/consultancies. Currently serves as an honorary Judge to the 
'National Best Software Quality Awards' (NBQSA) BCS from 2014, an annual event 
to select the best software products within Universities and the IT industry and to 
'Business Star Awards' of the Sri Lanka China Business Corporation Council since 
2014.

***

tpUJf;F eLtuhf gzpahw;wp tUtNjhL mNj fhyg;gFjpapy; ,Ue;J rPd 

tu;j;jf tpahghu $l;LwT fTd;rpypd; “gprpd]; ];lhu; mNthu;l;” FOtpd; 

mq;fj;jtuhfTk; ,Ue;J tUtJ Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ.
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úksYaph uKav,fha jd¾;dj - ud¾..; mqj;am;a

—ckudOH úYsIag;d iïudk - 2025 fyd|u ie,iqïlrKfhka hq;= mqj;a fjí wvúh˜ 

^Best Designed News Website& i|yd Èjhsfka úúO m%foaY ksfhdackh lrñka isxy," 

fou< iy bx.%Sis fjí wvú .Kkdjlska u wheÿïm;a ,eî ;snq‚' NdId ;%s;ajhu 

ksfhdackh jk mßÈ m%Odk fmf<a mqj;am;a lsysmhlau fuhg wheÿï lr ;snQ w;r" 

ùäfhda wxYh i|yd o NdId ;%s;ajfhkau ks¾udK bÈßm;a ù ;snq‚'

úksYaph uKav,h úiska ud¾..; mqj;a fjí wvú 8 la we.hSug ,la lrk ,o 

w;r" th fmr jirg jvd wvqùuls' isxy, mqj;am;a 2 la" fou< mqj;am;a 3 la iy 

bx.%Sis mqj;am;a 3 la tA w;r úh' flfia fj;;a" l%shdldÍj mj;sk iuia; fjí wvú 

ixLHdjg idfmalaIj whÿïm;a ixLHdj wvq uÜgul mej;s neúka" whÿïlrejka 

ixLHdj by< kxjd .ekSug mqj;am;a wdh;k iu. tlaj lghq;= lsÍug mshjr 

.kakd f,i wms fhdackd lruq'

fjí wvú we.hSug ,la l< wdldrh

fjí wvúhla uQ,sl jYfhka Ndú;d jkafka wka;¾.;h ,nd .ekSugh' tu 

wka;¾.;h lshùug myiq lrjkafka tys ie,iqïlrKh u.sks' fyd| wka;¾.;hla 

;snqK o Ndú;hg wmyiq ixp,khla mej;Su u.ska  fjí wvúh mßYS,kh lsÍfuka 

j<lS' wka;¾ l%shdldÍ;ajh u.ska mdGlhdg m%jD;a;s lshùug iy m%;spdr oelaùug 

WmldÍ jk w;r" miq - m%;spdr ^feedback& u.ska mqj;g w¨;a me;slvla tla lrhs' 

fjí wvúhlg blaukska msúiSfï yelshdj ,nd fok neúka tys l%shdldÍ;ajh 

^functionality& o b;d jeo.;a fõ'

we.hSu i|yd Ndú; l< ks¾Kdhl 5(

	▪ wka;¾.;h 

	▪ wka;¾l%shdldÍ;ajh 

	▪ jHqyh$ixp,kh 

	▪ l%shdldÍ;ajh

	▪ oDYH ie,iqu 

úksYaph uKav,fha ksÍlaIKhka(

	▪ we;eï fjí wvú m%fõY ùug jeä fõ,djla .; jQ w;r" fuf,i m%udo ùu 

ksid mßYS,lhska fjí wvúh yer hdug bv we;'

	▪ we;eï mqj;a mer‚ iy hdj;ald,Sk fkdjQ tAjd úh'

	▪ miqm%;spdr ,nd§fï myiqlï fkd;snq‚'

	▪ m%jD;a;s i|yd iydhl ùäfhda fkd;snQ w;r" we;eï ùäfhda m%jD;a;s jákdlulska 

f;drj fj<| oekaùï muKla wvx.= jQ tAjd úh' ;j;a we;eï ùäfhda u; la,sla 

l<o tAjd újD; jQfha ke;'

	▪ iudc udOH ine¢ mßmQ¾K uÜgul fkd;snq‚'
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	▪ uQ,dY%.; m%ldYkhg ysñlï mEjulska f;drj m%jD;a;s fidrlï lr m<lsÍu 

ksÍlaIKh úh'

úksYaph uKav,fha ks¾foaY(

	▪ wdodhï bmehSug oekaùï wjYH jqjo" mßYS,lhkaf.a wjOdkh ì| fkdjefgk 

mßÈ tAjd úplaIKYS,Sj Ndú; l< hq;=h'

	▪ j¾K ixfhdackh we;=¿ fjí wvú ie,iqïlrKh ;jÿrg;a j¾Okh l< hq;=h'

	▪ fjí wvú mßYS,lhdg jvd;a ys;ldó  úh hq;=h'

flfia fj;;a" tla fou< mqj;am;a fjí wvúhl uq¿ fjí wvúhu isxy, fyda bx.%Sis 

NdIdjg mßj¾;kh lsÍfï myiqlu ;snQ w;r" th úksYaph uKav,fha we.hSug 

,lajQ m%YxikSh j¾Okhls'

wka;¾.;h iïnkaOfhka(

	▪ fjí wvúhg m%j¾Okh lsÍug wjYH foag jvd m%jD;a;sj, we;s m%jD;a;suh 

jákdlu ^Newsworthiness& jeo.;a úh'

	▪ fndfyda fjí wvú tl m%Odk m%jD;a;shla flfrys wjOdkh fhduq fkdlr 

mßYS,lhdg f;dard .ekSug isÿjk f,i mqj;a tl;=jla bÈßm;a lr ;snq‚' 

úksYaph uKav,fha woyi jQfha" tla m%jD;a;shla flfrys wjOdkh fhduq lsÍu 

jeo.;a njhs'

	▪ hï isÿùula jk wjia:dfõ§u idudkH ck;dj úiska .kakd ,o ùäfhda fndfyda 

fjí wvúj, we;=<;a lr ;snq‚' we;eï fjí wvú ;u jd¾;dlrejka ,nd.

kakd —WKqiqï mqj;a˜ u.ska  ùäfhda ksrka;rfhka fjí wvúfha hdj;ald,Sk 

lr we;' fï folu m%YxikSh j¾Okhka fõ'

fyd|u ùäfhda l:dx. bÈßm;a lsÍu  

NdId ;%s;ajfhkau bÈßm;a lr ;snQ ùäfhda 25 lg jeä m%udKhla w;=ßka wms —fyd|u 

ùäfhda l:dx.h˜ we.hSug ,la lf<uq'

bÈßm;a l< ùäfhda ms<sn| wmf.a ksÍlaIK(

	▪ ùäfhdajl ld,h ñks;a;= 3 lg jvd wvq úh hq;=h¦ ke;fyd;a th tAldldÍ ù 

krUkakkaf.a Wkkaÿj ke;s ù hhs' we;eï ùäfhda ñks;a;= 45 lg jvd È.= úh'

	▪ tAjd mqj;a jákdlulska hq;= úh hq;= w;r ckudOH wpdrO¾uj,g wkql+,j 

ksIamdokh l< hq;=h' wm kerUQ fndfyduhla hï l;djla m%j¾Okh lsÍug 

;e;a l< —m%pdrl˜ iy —uyck in|;d˜ ùäfhda úh' mqj;a jákdlula fkdue;s 

iy udOH wpdrO¾uj,g wkql+, fkdjk nj yeÕS .sh ùäfhda wms bj;a lf<uq'

	▪ we;eï tAjd mqj;a fkdjQ w;r ms<s.; fkdyels uÜgfï l;dnyla muKla 

we;=<;a jevigyka ^talk shows& úh'

	▪ ,nd §ug wjYH woyi ms<sn| meyeÈ,s iy ksrjq,a wjfndaOhla iys;j tla 

lreKla flfrys wjOdkh fhduq l< hq;= fõ'
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	▪ l;djla lshd§fï§ ks¾udKYS,S úh hq;=h' f;dard.;a ud;Dldj l;dj iuÕ 

iïnkaO úh hq;= w;r" udkqISh ixfõ§;djla ^human element& ;sìh hq;=h'

	▪ lshùfï mqreoao mj;ajd .ekSu i|yd" ùäfhda u.ska mqj;am;a fjí wvúfha we;s 

,smsh fj; ine¢ ^links& ,nd Èh hq;=h'

	▪ we;eï ^fou< NdId& ùäfhdaj, wfkla NdId foflkau Wmis/is  ;snQ w;r tAjd 

ish¨ fokdgu f;areï .; yels úh' th b;d m%YxikShhs'

	▪ we;eï ùäfhdaj, .eUqre iudchSh jd¾;dlrKhla wvx.= jQ w;r tho b;d 

m%YxikShh'

tla whÿïm;la hgf;a ùäfhda lsysmhla tla lr bÈßm;a fkdfldg " iEu ùäfhdajlau 

fjka fjkaj bÈßm;a lrk f,i úksYaph uKav,h ks¾foaY lrhs'

ks¾foaY

miq.sh jir lsysmh ;=< wms my; i|yka lreKq fhdackd l< w;r" bka lsysmhla 

fï jk úg › ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh úiska l%shd;aul lrkq ,nhs(

	▪ fjí wvú ie,iqïlrKh iy fjí wvú mj;ajdf.k hdu  ms<sn| mqyqKqj ,nd 

§u'

	▪ mqyqKqjg —ùäfhda l:dkaorlrKh˜ iy —nyqudOH˜  we;=<;a lsÍu'

	▪ fjí wvú ie,iqï lsÍfï m%dfhda.sl w;aoelSï yqjudre lr .ekSu i|yd  

w;aoelSï yqjudre lr .ekSfï lKavdhula msysgqùu'

	▪ úfoaYSh fjí wvú ie,iqïlrKh iy l%shd;aul lsÍu ms<sn| ksrdjrKhla ,nd 

§u'

fï i|yd Wmldr lsÍug we.hSï lñgqfõ idudðlhska iQodkñka isá;s'

wkd.;h i|yd wmf.a ks¾foaY(

	▪ mqj;a fnodyeÍfï l%ufõohla f,i j¾Okh fjñka mj;sk neúka" uqøs; 

mqj;am;aj, B - mqj;am;a ^e-newspapers& iy fjí wvú i|yd muKla iSud jQ 

mqj;am;a ^web only paper& we;=<;a lsÍu'

	▪ Èkm;d iy bßod mqj;am;a muKla fkdj" ld,dkqrEmS iÕrd iy m%ldYkj, 

fjí wvú o we;=<;a lsÍu'

we.hSï lñgqj

ckudOHfõoh" f;dr;=re ;dlaIKh" nyqudOH iy fjí ie,iqïlrKh ms<sn| mq¿,a 

w;aoelSï we;s we.hSï lñgqjla ,eîug ,eîu wm ,enQ jrm%idohls' lñgqj my; 

i|yka idudðlhkaf.ka iukaú; úh(
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	▪ ,is;a fofõkaø

	▪ lksIal iq.;odi

	▪ tka' tï' wóka

	▪ ù' ;knd,isxyï

wjidk jYfhka ›  ,xld l¾;D ixioh úksYaph uKav,h f,i wm flfrys 

;enQ úYajdih ms<sn|j wmf.a lD;{;dj m< lrk w;ru" fuhg iyNd.S jQ ish¨ 

fokdgu ia;+;sjka; fjuq'
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eLtu; FOtpd; mwpf;if – ,izatop gj;jpupiffs;

ClftpaYf;fhd mjpAau; tpUJfSfs; 2025 (Journalism Awards for Excellence 
2025) rpwe;j tbtikg;G nfhz;l nra;jp ,izajsk;' gpuptpy;> ehl;bd; 

gy;NtW gFjpfspypUe;Jk; rpq;fs> jkpo; kw;Wk; Mq;fpy nkhopr; nra;jp 

Clfq;fspd; ,izaj;jsq;fs; tpz;zg;gpj;jpUe;jd. ,k;%d;W nkhopfisAk; 

Nru;e;j gy Kd;dzp nra;jp Clfq;fs; ,jpy; gq;Nfw;wd. fhnzhspg; gpuptpYk; 

,k;%d;W nkhopfspypUe;Jk; gilg;Gfs; rku;g;gpf;fg;gl;bUe;jd. 

,e;jf; FO> ,izatop gj;jpupiffSf;fhd nkhj;jk; 8 ,izaj;jsq;fis 

kjpg;gPL nra;jJ; ,J Ke;ija Mz;ilf; fhl;bYk; Fiwthd 

vz;zpf;ifahFk;. ,jpy; 2 rpq;fs gj;jpupiffs;> 3 jkpo; gj;jpupiffs; kw;Wk; 

3 Mq;fpyr; gj;jpupiffsplkpUe;J tpz;zg;gq;fs; ngwg;gl;ld. ,Ug;gpDk;> 

tpz;zg;gpj;jtu;fspd; vz;zpf;if> ,izaj;jpy; ,aq;Fk; gj;jpupiffspd; 

vz;zpf;ifia tplf; FiwthfNt cs;sJ. vdNt> tpz;zg;gpg;gtu;fspd; 

vz;zpf;ifia mjpfupg;gjw;fhf> me;j gj;jpupiffSld; ,ize;J nray;glj; 

Njitahd eltbf;iffis vLf;FkhW ehq;fs; gupe;Jiuf;fpNwhk;.

,izaj;jsq;fs; vt;thW kjpg;gPL nra;ag;gl;ld. 

xU ,izaj;jsk; Kjd;ikahf cs;slf;fj;ijg; ngWtjw;fhfg; 

gad;gLj;jg;gLfpwJ. mjd; tbtikg;Ng  cs;slf;fj;ij thrpf;f J}z;LfpwJ. 

ey;y cs;slf;fk; ,Ue;Jk;> gad;gLj;jf; fbdkhd topnrYj;jy; trjp ,Ue;jhy;> 

kf;fs; me;j ,izaj;jsj;ijg; gad;gLj;Jtij epWj;jptpLthu;fs;. ClhLk; 

jd;ik> thrfu; nra;jpfisg; gbf;fTk; gjpyspf;fTk; cjTfpwJ> NkYk; 

gpd;D}l;lq;fs; me;jr; nra;jpf;F xU Gjpa fz;Nzhl;lj;ij mspf;fpd;wd. 

,izaj;jsj;ij tpiuthf mZf mDkjpg;gjhy;> mjd; nray;ghl;Lj; jpwd; 

Kf;fpakhdJ.

kjpg;gPl;bw;Fg; gad;gLj;jg;gLk; Ie;J msTNfhy;fs;:

	▪ cs;slf;fk;>

	▪ ClhLk; jd;ik>

	▪ fl;likg;G/topnrYj;jy;>

	▪ nray;ghL kw;Wk;

	▪ fhl;rp tbtikg;G

eLtu;fs; gpd;tUk; FiwghLfisf; fz;lwpe;jdu;:

	▪ rpy ,izaj;jsq;fs; nkJthfNt ,aq;fpd; ,j;jifa ePz;l jhkjk;> 

gadu;fs; me;j ,izaj;jsj;ijg; Gwf;fzpf;f toptFf;ff;$Lk;.

	▪ rpy nra;jpfs; goikahditahfTk;> fhyhtjpahditahfTk; ,Ue;jd.

	▪ gadu;fs; fUj;Jfisg; gfpu;e;Jnfhs;Sk; trjpfs; ,y;iy.

	▪ nra;jpfSf;Fj; Jizahf ,Uf;f Ntz;ba fhnzhspfs; ,y;iy; ,Ue;j 
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	▪ rpy fhnzhspfSk; nra;jpj; jd;ik nfhz;litahf ,y;yhky;> ntWk; 

tpsk;guq;fshfNt ,Ue;jd. NkYk;> rpy fhnzhspfis ghu;itapl 

Kbatpy;iy 

	▪ r%f Clfq;fSldhd ,izg;G KOikahf ,y;iy.

	▪ gpwu; vOjpa nra;jpfis> mjd; %y Mjhuj;ijf; Fwpg;gplhky; mg;gbNa 

ntspapLjy; (Plagiarism)

eLtu;fs; gupe;Jiu

	▪ tUkhdk; <l;Ltjw;F tpsk;guk; mtrpakhdhYk;> gadu;fspd; ftdk; 

rpjwhky; jLf;Fk; tifapy; mJ tpNtfj;Jld; gad;gLj;jg;gl Ntz;Lk;.

	▪ tz;zj; jpl;lq;fs; cl;gl> ,izaj;js tbtikg;G Nkk;gLj;jg;gl 

Ntz;Lk;.

	▪ ,izaj;jsq;fs; gadu;fSf;F NkYk; vspjhfg; gad;gLj;jf;$bajhf 

,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;.

,Ug;gpDk;> xU jkpo; gj;jpupif ,izaj;jsj;jpy;> me;j ,izaj;jsk; 

KOtijAk; rpq;fsk; my;yJ Mq;fpyj;jpw;F nkhopngau;f;Fk; trjp ,Ue;jJ; 

,jid eLtu;fs; ghuhl;Lf;Fupa Kd;Ndw;wkhff; fUjpdu;.

cs;slf;fj;ijg; nghWj;jtiu

	▪ ,izaj;jsq;fs; vij Kd;dpiyg;gLj;j tpUk;gpd vd;gij tpl> 

nra;jpfspd; Kf;fpaj;JtNk (newsworthiness) Kjd;ikahff; fUjg;gl;lJ.

	▪ ngUk;ghyhd ,izaj;jsq;fs; xNu xU nra;jpapy; kl;Lk; ftdk; 

nrYj;jhky;> gy nra;jpfspd; njhFg;igf; nfhz;bUe;jd; gadu;fs; 

jq;fSf;Fj; Njitahdijj; Nju;e;njLj;Jf; nfhs;Sk; tifapy; mit 

mike;jpUe;jd. eLtu;fs;> xU Fwpg;gpl;l tplaj;jpy; ftdk; nrYj;Jtij 

(focus) Kf;fpakhd xd;whff; fUjpdu;.

	▪ ngUk;ghyhd ,izaj;jsq;fs;> nra;jp epfo;e;Jnfhz;bUf;Fk;NghNj kf;fs; 

gjpT nra;Ak; fhnzhspfis cs;slf;fpAs;sd. rpy ,izaj;jsq;fs;> 

jq;fs; Clftpayhsu;fs; Nrfupf;Fk; 'Kf;fpar; nra;jpfs" (hot news) 
Fwpj;j fhnzhspfisj; njhlu;e;J GJg;gpj;J tUfpd;wd. ,it ,uz;LNk 

ghuhl;lj;jf;f Kd;Ndw;wq;fshFk;.

rpwe;j fhnzhspf; fijnrhy;yy;

rku;g;gpf;fg;gl;l 25-f;Fk; Nkw;gl;l fhnzhspfspy;> %d;W nkhopfspYk; cs;s 

'rpwe;j fhnzhspf; fijnrhy;yy;" gpupit ehq;fs; kjpg;gPL nra;Njhk;.
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rku;g;gpf;fg;gl;l fhnzhspfs; Fwpj;j vq;fs; fUj;Jf;fs;:

	▪ ePsk; 3 epkplq;fSf;Ff; Fiwthf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;> ,y;iynadpy; mJ 

rypg;ig Vw;gLj;jp> ghu;itahsu;fs; Mu;tj;ij ,oe;JtpLthu;fs;. rpy 

fhnzhspfs; 45 epkplq;fSf;F Nky; ,Ue;jd.

	▪ nra;jpj;jd;ik tha;e;jjhfTk;> Clf ju;kj;Jld; jahupf;fg;gl;ljhfTk; 

,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;. ehq;fs; ghu;j;j ngUk;ghyhdit> VNjhnthd;iwj; 

jpzpf;Fk; "gpur;rhuk;" kw;Wk; "kf;fs; njhlu;G" rhu;e;jitahf ,Ue;jd. 

nra;jpj;jd;ik mw;wit vd;Wk;> vq;fs; fUj;Jg;gb Clf ju;k newpfisg; 

gpd;gw;whjit vd;Wk; ehq;fs; fUjpatw;iw epuhfupj;Njhk;.

	▪ rpy fhnzhspfs; nra;jpfshf ,y;yhky;> fye;Jiuahly; epfo;r;rpfshf 

,Ue;jd> mit Vw;Wf;nfhs;s Kbahjit.

	▪ vd;d nrhy;yg;gl Ntz;Lk; vd;gjpy; $u;ikahd kw;Wk; njspthd 

vz;zj;Jld; ftdk; nrYj;jg;gl;bUf;f Ntz;Lk;.

	▪ xU fijiar; nrhy;tjpy; gilg;ghw;wy; kpf;fjhf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;. 

fijf;fU> fijAld; njhlu;Gilajhf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;. mjpy; xU kdpj 

czu;Tf; $W (Human element)  ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;.

	▪ thrpg;Gg; gof;fj;ijj; jf;fitf;f> fhnzhspfs; gj;jpupif 

,izaj;jsj;jpy; cs;s nra;jpAld; ,izf;fg;gl;bUf;f Ntz;Lk;.

	▪ rpy (jkpo; nkhopapy; cs;s) fhnzhspfspy; kw;w ,uz;L nkhopfspYk; 

Jizj; jiyg;Gfs; ,Ue;jd> NkYk; mit midtUf;Fk; mZff;$bajhf 

,Ue;jd> ,J kpfTk; ghuhl;lj;jf;fJ.

	▪ rpytw;wpy; Mokhd r%fr; nra;jpawpf;if ,Ue;jJ> ,J kpfTk; 

ghuhl;lj;jf;fJ.

xt;nthU fhnzhspiaAk; jdpj;jdpahfr; rku;g;gpf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;Wk;> gy 

fhnzhspfis xNu tpz;zg;gj;jpd; fPo; xd;whfr; Nru;f;ff;$lhJ vd;Wk; 

eLtu;fs; gupe;Jiuf;fpd;wdu;.

gupe;Jiufs;

fle;j rpy Mz;Lfspy;> ehq;fs; gpd;tUk; MNyhridfis toq;fpAs;Nshk;; 

mtw;wpy; rpytw;iw SLPI jw;NghJ eilKiwg;gLj;jp tUfpwJ:
	▪ ,izaj;js tbtikg;G kw;Wk; ,izaj;jpy; jsq;fis epWTjy; 
(hosting) Fwpj;j gapw;rpfs; toq;fg;gl Ntz;Lk;.
	▪ ,g;gapw;rpfspy; 'fhnzhsp thapyhff; fij$Wjy" (Video Storytelling) 
kw;Wk; 'gd;Clfq;fs" (Multimedia) — mjhtJ ciu> tiuglq;fs;> 
fhnzhspfs;> mdpNk\d; Mfpatw;wpd; fyit — Mfpait ,lk;ngw 
Ntz;Lk;.
	▪ ,izaj;js tbtikg;gpy; cs;s eilKiw mDgtq;fisg; 
gfpu;e;Jnfhs;s> Kiwrhuh mDgtg; gfpu;Tf; FOf;fs; cUthf;fg;gl 
Ntz;Lk;.
	▪ ntspehLfspy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gLk; ,izaj;js tbtikg;G kw;Wk; 
nray;ghl;L Kiwfis Neupy; mwpe;Jnfhs;Sk; tha;g;Gfs; toq;fg;gl 

Ntz;Lk;.
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,jw;fhf> kjpg;gPl;Lf; FOtpd; cWg;gpdu;fs; cjtj; jahuhf cs;sdu;. 

vjpu;fhyj;jpw;fhf ehq;fs; gpd;tUtdtw;iwg; gupe;Jiuf;fpNwhk; –
mr;rplg;gLk; gj;jpupiffspd; kpd;dZg; gjpg;Gfs; kw;Wk; ,izatopapy; 

kl;LNk ntspahFk; gj;jpupiffis cs;slf;Fjy;; Vnddpy;> nra;jpfis 

toq;Fk; Clfkhf ,it ngUfp tUfpd;wd.

jpdrup kw;Wk; QhapW gj;jpupiffs; kl;Lkd;wp> gpw gUtfhy  ntspaPLfspd; 

(periodicals) ,izaj;jsq;fisAk; cs;slf;Fjy;.

kjpg;gPl;Lf; FO

Clftpay;> jfty; njhopy;El;gk;> gy;Y}lftpay; (multimedia) kw;Wk; 

,iza tbtikg;G Mfpa Jiwfspy; Mo;e;j mDgtk; nfhz;l kjpg;gPl;Lf; 

FOnthd;iwg; ngw;wpUe;jJ vkf;Ff; fpilj;j ngUk; NgwhFk;. ,f;FOtpy; 

yrpj NjNte;jpu> fdp\;f Rfjjhr> vd;. vk;. mkPd; kw;Wk; tp. jdghyrpq;fk; 

MfpNahu; ,lk;ngw;wpUe;jdu;.

,Wjpahf> vq;fs; kPJ ek;gpf;if itj;jikf;fhf ,yq;if gjpg;ghrpupau; 

rq;fj;jpw;F (The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka) eLtu;fshfpa ehq;fs; vkJ 

ed;wpiaj; njuptpj;Jf;nfhs;fpNwhk;. mj;Jld;> ,jpy; gq;Nfw;w midtUf;Fk; 

vkJ ed;wpfis cupj;jhf;FfpNwhk;.
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Report of the Panel of Judges – Online Newspapers

The Best Designed News Website for Online Newspapers for the Excellence in 
Journalism Awards 2025 had a set of applications from Sinhala, Tamil and English 
websites representing newspapers from the length and breadth of the country.  Several 
major newspapers representing all three languages applied. The video section, also, 
had entries in all three languages.

The committee assessed a total of 8 websites for online newspapers, which is a 
decrease from the previous year.  There were applications from 2 Sinhala newspapers, 
3 Tamil newspapers, and 3 English newspapers. However, the number of applicants 
were less than the websites that were online, and we suggest steps be taken to work 
with the newspapers to increase the number of applicants.  
How the websites were evaluated

A website is primarily used to get content.  It is the design which makes the content 
readable.  Good content with hard to use navigation will stop people using the 
website.  Interactivity helps the reader read and respond to the news and feedback 
gives a fresh perspective to the news item.  Functionality is important as it allows the 
website to be speedily accessed.

The five criteria used for assessment: 

	▪ Content 
	▪ Interactivity
	▪ Structure/Navigation
	▪ Functionality 
	▪ Visual Design

Observations by The judges:

	▪ Were slow to load, and this prolonged delay could lead to the user skipping the 
website

	▪ Some of the stories were stale and out of date.
	▪ Did not have facilities for feedback
	▪ Did not have videos to support the stories, the videos were not newsworthy but 
contained only advertisements, and some video supporting the story did not 
open when clicked

	▪ Social media linking was not comprehensive
	▪ Plagiarism – when stories are printed without attribution as to the original 
publication
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Recommendations from The judges:
 

•	 Advertising, while necessary to provide income, should be judiciously used to 
prevent users being distracted

•	 Website design, including colour schemes, should be improved
•	 The websites should be more user friendly

However, one Tamil newspaper website had the facility to translate the whole 
website to Sinhala or English, which the Judges considered to be a commendable 
development.

Regarding the Content:
 

	▪ Newsworthiness of the stories was important, as opposed to what the website 
wanted to push

	▪ Most websites did not focus on one story but had a collection of stories which 
the user had to select.  The Judges considered focus to be important.

	▪ Most websites incorporate videos generated by Citizens as the news happens.  
Some websites continually update the videos on the website with “hot news” 
gathered by their reporters. Both these are commendable developments.

Best Video Story Telling

We evaluated “Best Video Story Telling” of the submitted videos in all three 
languages in a total of over 25 videos.  

Our impressions of the submitted videos:

	▪ The length should be less than 3 minutes, otherwise it becomes monotonous, 
and viewers lose interest.  Some videos were more than 45 minutes.

	▪ Should be newsworthy and produced with journalistic ethics. Most we viewed 
were “propaganda” and “public relations” pushing something.  We discarded 
those which we felt were not newsworthy and which in our opinion did not 
adhere to journalistic ethics.

	▪ Some were not news but talk shows which were not acceptable.
	▪ Should be focused with a sharp and clear idea of what has to be conveyed.  
	▪ Should be creative in telling a story.  The subject should be connected with the 
story.  A human element should be present.

	▪ To keep the reading habit, the videos should link to the story in the newspaper 
website.

	▪ Some (in the Tamil language) had sub-titles in the other two languages and were 
accessible to all, which is highly commendable.

	▪ Some had in-depth social reporting, which is highly commendable.
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The Judges recommend that each video be submitted separately and not grouped 
together as several videos under one application.

Recommendations:

In the past few years, we have suggested the following, some of which are now being 
implemented by SLPI:

	▪ Training should be offered in website design and hosting on the web
	▪ Training should include “Video Story Telling” and “Multimedia” combination 
of text, graphics, videos, animation etc.

	▪ Informal experience sharing group be formed to share the practical experience 
of designing websites

	▪ Exposure should be given to overseas website design and implementation

For this, the members of the assessment committee are ready to help.

Recommendations for the Future:

The inclusion of e-newspapers of printed newspapers and web only papers, as these 
are an increasing method of news delivery
Inclusion of the websites of periodicals, not only the dailies and Sundays.

Assessment Committee:

We were privileged to have an assessment committee with wide experience in 
journalism and in Information Technology, multi-media and web design.

The committee was comprised of: 

	▪ Lasitha Devendra
	▪ Kanishka Sugathadasa
	▪ N.M. Ameen
	▪ V. Thanabalasingham.

In conclusion, we the Judges would like to express our gratitude to the Editors 
Guild of Sri Lanka for the trust placed in us and would like to thank all those who 
participated.
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úYsIagfhda 

› ,xld mqj;am;a wdh;kh iy › ,xld l¾;D ixioh úiska w;S;fha isá 
m%isoaO mqj;am;a m%ldYlhka iy l¾;Djreka wkqiaurKh lrñka 2013 jif¾ 

isg ckudOH úYsIag;d iïudk Wf<, mj;ajhs' tu úYsIag mqj;am;a l,dfõ§ka 
ms<sn| flá ye¢kaùu my; oelafõ'

ghuhl;b kfpo;fpNwhk;

mz;ikf;fhy jrhg;jq;fspy; gpurpj;jpngw;w gy gj;jpupif 

ntspaPl;lhsu;fs;> gj;jpupif Mrpupau; epidthfg; gj;jpupif Mrpupau; 

rq;fk; tpUJfs; toq;FfpwJ. gpd;tUtd gpugykhd gj;jpupifahsu;fs; 

gw;wpa rpy Fwpg;Gfs;.

Men of Eminence

The Sri Lanka Press Institute and The Editors' Guild of Sri Lanka present 
Journalism Awards for Excellence 2013 in honour of notable newspaper 
Publishers and Editors of yesteryear. The following are pen sketches of these 

distinguished newspapermen. 
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u¾úka o is,ajd uy;d 1929 iema;eïn¾ 5 jk Èk Wm; ,eîh' 1949-1953 ld,fha§ 

Tyq —University of Ceylon˜ kï úYaj úoHd, iÕrdj ixialrKh l< w;r m%jD;a;s 

m;%sldjla o wdrïN lf<ah' kS;s Wmdêh  yodrñka isáh§ Tyq 1954 § w¾Old,Sk 

md¾,sfïka;= jd¾;dlrefjl= f,i f,ala yjqia wdh;khg tla úh' u¾úka o is,ajd 

uy;d 1960 § f,ala yjqia wdh;kfha iaÓr ld¾h uKav,hg tla úh' miqj Tyq 1965 

§ zBõkska Tíi¾j¾Z ^Evening Observer& mqj;amf;a ksfhdacH l¾;Djrhd f,i m;a 

lrk ,§'

tu hq.fha m%uqL;u bx.%Sis Èkm;d mqj;am; jQ zisf,daka fâ,s ksõiaZ ^Ceylon Daily 
News& mqj;amf;a l¾;Djrhd njg o 1970 § m;aúh' 1972 § Tyq f,ala yjqia mqj;am;a 

iuQyfha m%Odk l¾;Djrhd njg m;aúh'

1973 § f,ala yjqia wdh;kh cki;= lrk ,o w;r" 1976 § isßudfjda nKavdrkdhl 

ue;skshf.a rch úiska u¾úka o is,ajd uy;d fiajfhka my lrk ,§' tu jif¾§ 

u Tyq fm!oa.,sl whs;sh hgf;a mej;s zghsïiaZ iuQyhg m%Odk l¾;Djrhd f,i tla 

úh' tA yryd tl, m%Odk mqj;am;a m%ldYk wdh;k foflysu tu ;k;=r oerE tlu 

udOHfõÈhd njg m;aúh'

1977 § fÊ'wd¾' chj¾Ok md,kh hgf;a zghsïiaZ wdh;kh o cki;= lrk ,o w;r" 

1978 § o is,ajd uy;d fiajfhka my lrk ,§' tu jif¾ u uehs udifha§ Tyq z,xld 

.dähkaZ ^Lanka Guardian& iÕrdj wdrïN lf<ah'

Tyq î'î'iS' ,kavka z*hskEkaI,a ghsïiaZ ^Financial Times& zo bfldfkdñiaÜZ ^The 
Economist& zghsïia T*a bkaähdZ ^Times of India& iy zfvlka fyr,aâZ ^Deccan 
Herald& hk wdh;kj, jd¾;dlrejl= f,i lghq;= lf<ah' ;jo Tyq zksõ fhda¾la 

ghsïiaZ ^New York Times& zbkag¾keIk,a fyr,aâ á%ìhqkaZ ^International Herald 
Tribune& zf, fudkaâ ämaf,dueálaZ ^Le Monde Diplomatique& zl%sia;shdks úoHd 

fudksg¾Z ^Christian Science Monitor& iy z*d¾ Biag¾ka bfldfkdñla ßùõZ ^Far 
Eastern Economic Review& hk m%ldYk i|yd o ,sms ,sùh'

› ,xld l¾;D ixiofha wdrïNl iNdm;sjrhd jQ Tyq" 1999 cQks 22 jk Èk wNdjm%dma; 

úh'

u¾úka o is,ajd uy;d
Nktpd; b rpy;th

Mr. Mervyn de Silva 
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Nktpd; b rpy;th 1929=,y; Gul;lhjp 5 Mk; jpfjp gpwe;jhu;. 1949 - 1953 Mk; 

Mz;Lfspy; mtu; gy;fiyf;fof rQ;rpiffspd; MrpupauhtpUe;Jk; xU rpW 

nra;jpj;jhisAk; Muk;gpj;jhu;. mtu; rl;lf;fy;tp gapd;Wnfhz;bUe;j NghJ 

1954Mk; Mz;L Nyf;`T]; epWtdj;jpy; gFjp Neu ghuhSkd;w nra;jpahsuhf 

Nru;e;jhu;. 1960Mk; Mz;by; mtu; Nyf;`T]; epWtdj;jpd; epue;ju mYtyuhfr; 

Nru;e;J 1965 Mk; Mz;by; khiy 'xg;Nrtu;" gj;jpupifapd; cjtp Mrpupauhdhu;. 

1970,y; b rpy;th me;ehspy; Kf;fpa Mq;fpyj; jpdrupahapUe;j 'rpNyhd; 

nlapyp epA+];" gj;jpupifapd; Mrpupauhdhu;. 1972,y; mtu; Nyf;`T];  

epWtdg; gj;jpupifapd; gpujk Mrpupauhdhu;. 1973,y; Nyf;`T]; epWtdk; 

muRupikahf;fg;gl;lJ.

];uPkhNth gz;lhuehaf;fh murhq;fk; Nktpd; b rpy;thit tpyf;fpaJ. 

mNj Mz;by; mtu; jdpahu; clikahapUe;j 'iuk;];" epWtdj;jpy; gpujk 

Mrpupauhfr; Nru;e;jhu;. ,jdhy; mf;fhyj;jpypUe;Nj ,U ngUk; gj;jpupif 

ntspaPl;L epWtdq;fspy; mNj gjtp tfpj;j xNunahU gj;jpupifahsuhdhu;. 

1977Mk; Mz;by; 'iuk;];" epWtdKk; N[.Mu;.[atu;jd epWtdj;jhy; 

muRupikahf;fg;gl;lJ. 1978,y; b rpy;th gjtp tpyf;fg;gl;lhu;. 1978 itfhrp 

khjj;jpy; mtu;  'yq;fh fhbad;" rQ;rpifia Muk;gpj;jhu;.

mtu; gp.gp.rp gpdhd;rpay; iuk;]; (yz;ld;) j vf;nfhdkp];w;> iuk;]; Xg; 

,e;jpah> nlfhd; n`Uy;l; Mfpa gj;jpupiffspd; nra;jpahsuhf ,Ue;jhu;. 

mj;Jld;> mtu; epA+Nahu;f;ilk;];> ,d;lu;ne\dy; n`uhy;l;> wpgpA+d;> yhkd;Nlh 

bg;Nshkl;bf;> fpwp];upad; rad;]; nkhdpw;wu;> /ghu; <];ud; vf;Nfhndkpf; uptpA+ 

Mfpa gj;jpupiffSk; vOjp te;jhu;.

,yq;if gj;jpupifr; rq;fj;jpd; Kjy; jiytuhf ,Ue;jtu;> 22 Mdp 1999 

Mk; Mz;by; fhykhdhu;.

Mervyn de Silva was born on September 5, 1929. In 1949-1953 he edited the 
university magazine and founded a news-sheet. He joined Lake House in 1954 
as a part-time Parliamentary reporter while studying law. In 1960, he joined the 
permanent staff of Lake House and in 1965 was appointed Deputy Editor of the 
‘Evening Observer’. 

Mr. de Silva became Editor of the ‘Ceylon Daily News’, at the time the premier 
English language daily, in 1970. In 1972, he became the Editor-in-Chief of the Lake 
House Group of Newspapers. 

Lake House was nationalized in 1973 and in 1976 Mr. de Silva was dismissed by 
the Government of Sirimavo Bandaranaike. That year he joined the privately-owned 
Times Group as Editor-in-Chief, thus becoming the only journalist to have held that 
designation in the two major newspaper publishing houses of the time. 
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In 1977 the Times was also nationalized by the J.R. Jayewardene administration and 
Mr. de Silva was dismissed in 1978. In May, the same year, he founded the ‘Lanka 
Guardian’. 

He was correspondent for the BBC, ‘Financial Times’ (London), ‘The Economist’, 
‘Times of India’ and the ‘Deccan Herald’. He also wrote for the ‘New York Times’, 
the ‘International Herald Tribune’, ‘Le Monde Diplomatique’, ‘Christian Science 
Monitor’ and the ‘Far Eastern Economic Review’. 

The Founder-President of The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka, he died on June 22, 1999. 

***
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ã' wd¾' úfÊj¾Ok uy;d ̂ 1886-1950& › ,xld mqj;am;a l,d b;sydifha isá fY%aIaG;u 

mqj;am;a l,dfõÈfhls' ksoyi olajd jQ oYl y;rl ld,h ;=< Èjhsfka uyck 

Ôú;hg Tyqf.ka isÿ jQ fiajdj woaú;Sh fõ'

ã'wd¾'úfÊj¾Ok uy;d m%:ufhka zÈkñKZ mqj;amf;a md,kh ish;g .;a w;r" 

1918 § zisf,daka fâ,s ksjqiaZ ^Ceylon Daily News& mqj;am; wdrïN lf<ah' tA jk 

úg Tyqg jhi wjqreÿ 32 la muK úh' 1923 § úfÊjrOk uy;d  zisf,daka Tíi¾j¾Z 

^Ceylon Observer& mqj;am; ñ,§ .;a w;r" Tyqf.a jHdma; jk m%ldYk iud.ug 

;j;a mqj;am;a .Kkdjla miqld,Skj tl;= lf<ah'

Tyq m%;sixialrK jHdmdrfha kshuqjkag il%Shj iyh oelajQfjl= jQ w;r" ,xldjg 

ksoyi ,nd .ekSug Wmldr l< ì%;dkH rdcH ;dka;%slhka iuÕ ióm in|;djla 

mj;ajdf.k .sfhah'

› ,xldj ksoyi ,nd jir follg miq Tyq wNdjm%dma; jQfha" zf,ala yjqiaZ keue;s 

tlai;a m%jD;a;s m;% iud.u f,i ye¢kafjk m%n, iy n,mEï iy.; mqj;am;a 

wêrdcHhl Wreuh b;sß lrñ‚'

fhyQ;nrd;w b.Mu;.tpN[tu;jd (1886 - 1950) ,yq;ifapd; gj;jpupifj; 

Jiw tuyhw;wpd; ngUk; gj;jpupifahsu;fSs; xUtuhthu;. ,e;ehL Rje;jpuk; 

ngWtjw;F Ke;jpa ehd;F jrhg;jq;fspy; nghJkf;fs; tho;tpNy ,tuJ 

nry;thf;Fj; jdpj;jd;ikaha; ,Ue;jJ.

fhyQ;nrd;w b.Mu;.tpN[tu;jd Kjypy; rpq;fs nkhopj; jpdrupahd 'jpdkpd" 

gj;jpupifia jd;trkhf;fpf; nfhz;lhu;. gpd;du; mtuJ 32 MtJ tajpy; 

1918 Mk; Mz;L 'rpNyhd; nlapyp epA+];" gj;jpupifia Muk;gpj;jhu;. 1923 

Mk; Mz;L 'rpNyhd; xg;ru;tu;" gj;jpupifia nfhs;Kjy; nra;J jdJ 

gj;jpupiffspd; Nfhu;itf;F NtW gj;jpupifiaAk; Nru;j;Jf;nfhz;lhu;.

mtu; rPu;jpUj;j ,af;fj;jpd; Kd;NdhbfSld; jPtpu clDiog;ghsdhapUe;J 

,yq;if Rje;jpuk; ngWtjw;F cjtpa gpupj;jhdpa Nkd;ikkpf;f 

ã' wd¾' úfÊj¾Ok uy;d
b.Mu;.tpN[tu;jd

Mr. D.R. Wijewardene 

77



D.R. Wijewardene (1886-1950) was one of the greatest newspapermen in the history 
of Sri Lanka. His influence on the public life of the island in the four decades up to 
Independence was unique. 

Mr. Wijewardene first took control of the Sinhala daily newspaper ‘Dinamina’ 
and in 1918 at the age of 32 launched the ‘Ceylon Daily News’. He bought the 
‘Ceylon Observer’ in 1923 and added a string of other newspapers to his expanding 
publishing company. 

He was an active supporter of the pioneers of the Reform Movement and was in 
close touch with British statesmen who helped Ceylon gain Independence. 

He died two years after Ceylon gained Independence, leaving the legacy of a 
powerful and influential press empire known as Lake House. . 

***

murpay;thjpfSld; neUf;fkha; ,Ue;jhu;. Rje;jpuk; ngw;w ,uz;L Mz;Lfspy; 

mtu; ,t;Tyf tho;it ePj;Jk; Nyf;`Tk; vd  ed;fwpag;gl;Ls;s> nry;thf;Fk; 

rf;jpAk; kpf;f gj;jpupif rhk;uhr;rpaj;ij jdJ kuGupikr; nrhj;jhf tpl;Lr; 

nrd;whu;.
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;u fndfyda ys;ñ;=rka iy mdGlhka w;r zisrdZ f,i m%lg jQ î' tA' isßj¾Ok 

uy;d Wm; ,enqfõ" ishkE fldarf<a ng,Sh .%dufhah' w| f.dúhl=f.a mqf;l= jQ 

isßj¾Ok uy;d r;akmqr isß iSj,S úoHd,fhka iy miqj fld<U wdkkao úoHd,fhka 

wOHdmkh ,eîh'

isßj¾Ok uy;d fmardfo‚h úYaj úoHd,hg we;=<;a jQ kuq;a" wOHhk lghq;=j,g 

jvd foaYmd,k l%shdldrlïj,g fhduq ùu ksid Wmdêhla fkdue;sj úYajúoHd,fhka 

bj;a ùug isÿ úh'

—Bg miafia uf.a kug miafia fkfjhs" kug l,ska z^B.A.&Z lE,a,la tl;= jqKd"˜ 

hehs Tyq úys¿jg fuka mjikakg mqreÿj isáfhah'

y,dj; wdkkao úoHd,fha .=rejrfhl= f,i flá ld,hla fiajh lsÍfuka miqj" 

Tyq zcd;shZ mqj;amf;a úfYaIdx. f,aLlfhl= f,i mqj;=m;a l,djg wj;SrK jQfha 

h' miqj weiaukaâ úl%uisxy uy;d úiska Tyqj f,alayjqia wdh;khg n|jd .kakd 

,§'

isßj¾Ok uy;d ;u jD;a;Sh Ôú;fha by<u ;,hg meñ‚fha zwe;a;Z mqj;amf;a 

l¾;Djrhd f,ihs' tys§ Tyq ;ud b,lal lr.;a mqoa.,hkaf.a w¥ro¾YS l%shd 

iy ÿ¾j,;dj,g t,a, l< uqjy;a" ier fukau Wmydid;aul m%ydr fya;=fjka 

mdGlhkaf.a w;suy;a wdorh iy f.!rjh Èkd .;af;ah'

Tyq isxy, mqj;am;a l,dfõ Yío fldaIhg m%dKj;a fukau w¾:mQ¾K fhÿï iy 

jHjydr ud,djla odhd o l< woaú;Sh mqj;am;a l,dfõÈfhls'

jdJ ez;gu;fshYk; thrfu;fshYk; rpuh vd miof;fg;gl;l gp.V.rpwptu;jd 

rpadnfhwNyapd; gl;lyPatpy; gpwe;jhu;. xU tptrhapapd; kfdhfg; gpwe;j 

gp.V.rpwptu;jdh ,uj;jpdGup ];uPrPtyp tpj;jpahyaj;jpYk; mjd; gpd;G nfhOk;G 

Mde;jhf; fy;Y}upapYk; fy;tp fw;whu;.

gp.V.rpwptu;jd Nguhjidg; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; Nru;e;j NghjpYk; mtu; murpay; 

eltbf;iffspNy mjpfk; <Lgl;ljd; tpisthf gl;lk;ngWk; tha;g;ig ,oe;jhu;. 

î' tA' isßj¾Ok  uy;d
gp.V.rpwptu;jdh

Mr. B.A. Siriwardena 
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B.A. Siriwardena, 'Sira' to his many friends and readers, was born in Bataleeya, 
Siyanekorale. The son of an ande farmer, Mr. Siriwardena was educated at Sri Sivali 
Vidyalaya, Ratnapura, and later at Ananda College, Colombo. 

Mr. Siriwardena entered the University of Peradeniya but was more involved in 
political activities than studies, which resulted in him leaving the university sans a 
degree. 

"Instead I have a B.A. before my name and not after," he used to quip. 

After a brief stint as a teacher at Ananda College, Chilaw, he made his debut in 
journalism as a feature writer in the 'Jathiya' and was later recruited to Lake House 
by Esmond Wickremesinghe. 

Mr. Siriwardena reached the pinnacle of his career as the Editor of the ‘Aththa’ 
where he won the overwhelming admiration and respect of his readers for his attacks, 
barbed, sharp and witty, on the follies and foibles of those he targeted.

He bestowed upon the vocabulary of Sinhala journalism a series of spirited and 
expressive phrases and usage.  

***

,Ue;Jk; mtu; tpNtfkhff; $Wthu;: 'vd;Dila ngaUf;F gpd;dhyd;wp 

Kd;dhy; gp.V ,Uf;fpwJ" vd;W. gy;fiyf;fofj;ij iftpl;lgpd; mtu; rpwpJ 

fhyk; rpyhgk; Mde;jhf; fy;Y}upapy; kpfr;rpwpa Ntjdj;jpw;F Mrpupauhff; 

flikahw;wpdhu;.

mtu; '[hjpa" gj;jpupifapd; fl;Liug; gFjpapy; vOjp> gj;jpupifj;Jiwapy; 

jdJ fhybia vLj;J itj;jhu;. gpd;du; vl;kz;l; tpf;fpukrpq;f mtiu 

Nyf;`T]py; Nru;j;Jf;nfhz;lhu;. rpwptu;jd> "mj;j" gj;jpupifapd; Mrpupauhfg; 

gzpahw;wpaNghJ> jkJ Clftpay; tho;f;ifapd; cr;rj;ij vl;bdhu;. jhk; 

,yf;F itj;jtu;fspd; klikfisAk; FiwghLfisAk; $u;ikahfTk;> 

El;gkhd eifr;RitAlDk;> fLikahfTk; rhba mtuJ vOj;Jfshy;> 

thrfu;fspd; ngUksT kjpg;igAk; kupahijiaAk; ngw;whu;.

rpq;fs Clftpaypd; nrhy;tsj;Jf;F> capNuhl;lKk; fUj;J ntspg;ghLk; 

epiwe;j gy nrhw;nwhlu;fisAk; gad;ghLfisAk; mtu; toq;fpdhu;.
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Wmd,s úfÊj¾Ok uy;d uE;ld,Sk b;sydifha › ,xldfõ isá jvd;au id¾:l 

fukau lemS fmfkk jHdmdßlhkaf.ka tla wfhls' 1981 §" fiamd, .=Kfiak 

uy;df.a iajdëk mqj;am;a iud.u ^Dawasa Group& muKla rdcH fkdjk m%ldYk 

wdh;khla f,i meje;s jljdkqjl" úfÊj¾Ok uy;d ish jHdmdr iuQyhg zWmd,s 

mqj;am;a iud.uZ ̂ Upali Newspapers Limited& kue;s ;j;a iud.ula wdrïN lf<ah' 

tu.ska iajdëk udOHfõ§kag ksoyfia woyia m< lsÍug wjia:dj ysñ ú‚' wog;a 

tu mqj;am;a iuQyh rdcH fkdjk y~la f,i l%shd;aul jkafka h'

flfia fj;;a" ;u mqj;am;a ÈhqKqjg m;ajk whqre oeln,d .ekSug Wmd,s úfÊj¾Ok 

uy;dg fkdyels úh' 1983 § uef,aishdfõ isg › ,xldj n,d wdmiq tñka isáh§ 

Tyqf.a fm!oa.,sl fcÜ hdkh iu. Tyq w;=reoyka jQ w;r" tu isÿùu f,dj mqrd 

fndfyda mqj;am;aj, m%Odk mqj;la njg m;a úh'

jhi wjqreÿ 43 jeks ;reK úfha§ isÿ jQ Tyqf.a w;=reoyka ùu › ,xldfõ idudchSh" 

wd¾Ól fukau foaYmd,k lafIa;%hkays úYd, wvqjla ks¾udKh lf<ah'

cghyp tpN[tu;jd> ,yq;ifapd; rkfhy tuyhw;wpy; kpfTk; ntw;wpfukhd> 

tu;j;jfg; gpuKfu;fspy; xUtuhthu;. 1981 Mk; Mz;L mtu; jkJ epWtdf; 

FOkj;Jld; NkYk; xU epWtdj;ij ,izj;jhu;; mJNt cghyp 

epA+];Ngg;gu;]; ypkpnll;. mf;fhyj;jpy; muRf;Fr; nrhe;jkw;w gjpg;gfkhf jpU. 

Nrghy FzNrdtpd; ,d;bngz;ld;l; epA+];Ngg;gu; FOkk; kl;LNk ,Ue;jJ. 

,e;j epWtdk; RahjPd Clftpayhsu;fSf;Fj; jk;ik ntspg;gLj;jp 

tsu;e;Jnfhs;Sk; tha;g;ig toq;fpaJ. ,d;Wk; me;jf; FOkk; muRr; rhu;gw;w 

xU Fuyhfj; njhlu;fpwJ.

jpU. tpN[tu;jdthy; jkJ gj;jpupiffs; nropj;J tsu;tijf; fhz ,aytpy;iy. 

1983 Mk; Mz;L kNyrpahtpypUe;J ,yq;iff;Fj; jpUk;gpf;nfhz;bUe;jNghJ> 

mtuJ jdpg;gl;l tpkhdk; fhzhky; NghdJ. ,r;rk;gtk; cyfpd; gy 

gj;jpupiffspy; jiyg;Gr; nra;jpahf ,lk;ngw;wJ.

43 taJ vd;w ,sk; tajpy; mtu; fhzhky; NghdJ> ,yq;ifapd; r%f> 

nghUshjhu> murpay; tho;tpy; ngUk; ntw;wplj;ij Vw;gLj;jpaJ.

Wmd,s úfÊj¾Ok uy;d
cghyp tpN[tu;jd 

Mr. Upali Wijewardene 
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Upali Wijewardene was one of Sri Lanka’s most successful and colourful business 
magnates in contemporary history. In 1981 Mr. Wijewardene added yet another 
company to his conglomerates - Upali Newspapers Limited, at a time when only 
Mr. Sepala Gunasena’s Independent Newspaper Group existed as a non-government 
publishing house. It gave independent journalists a place in the sun. Today, the group 
continues to be a non-government voice. 

Mr. Wijewardene was unable to see his papers flourish. He went missing in his 
private jet in 1983 on his return to Sri Lanka from Malaysia, an incident that hit the 
headlines of many newspapers around the world.

His disappearance at the young age of 43 created a huge void in the socio-economic 
and political life of Sri Lanka.

***
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fiamd, .=Kfiak uy;d m%lg .%ka: m%ldYlfhl= jQ tï' ã' .=Kfiak uy;df.a 

fcHIaG mq;%hd úh'

fiamd, .=Kfiak uy;d 1961 § zojiZ isxy, Èkm;d mqj;am; o" 1966 § zikaZ ^Sun& 
bx.%Sis Èkm;d mqj;am; o wdrïN lf<ah' 1974 jk úg" Tyqf.a ckm%sh m%ldYk 

wdh;kh jQ zbkaäfmkavkaÜ ksõiafmam¾ia ,sñgâZ ^Independent Newspapers Ltd& 
m%ldYk wdh;kh u.ska <ud mqj;am;a" fcHd;sI iÕrd iy ldka;d iÕrd we;=¿j 

NdId ;%s;ajfhkau m%ldYk 18 la muK m%ldYhg m;a lf<a h'

tu jifra§ 1974 wdKavqjg tfrys m%jD;a;s iy u;jdo m< lsÍu fya;=fjka tjlg 

mej;s rch úiska w¨;alfâ msysá fuu mqj;am;a iuQyh iS,a ;nk ,§' rch úiska 

mkjk ,o fldkafoais hgf;a wdh;kh kej; újD; lsÍu .=Kfiak uy;d m%;slafIam 

l< w;r" yÈis kS;s fr.=,disj,g hg;aj jir ;=kla ;siafia tu mqj;am;a iuQyh 

jid oud ;snq‚'

yÈis kS;sh wfydais ùu;a iuÕ 1977 § iajdëk mqj;am;a iud.u kej; újD; lrk 

,o kuq;a" 1974 § th iS,a ;eîug n,mE fya;= ksidu kj rcfha o fldamhg ,la ùug 

mqj;am;a iud.ug isÿ úh'

rdcH md,kh hgf;a mej;s nexl= yryd t,a, jQ rcfha n,mEïj,g Tfrd;a;= §ug 

fkdyels jQ fuu mqj;am;a iuQyh" jir ;syla mqrd › ,xldfõ iajdëk mqj;am;a 

l,dfõ kj udj;la i,l=Kq lsÍfuka miqj 1990 § iïmQ¾Kfhkau jid ouk ,§'

mqj;am;a ksoyi Wfoid fiamd, .=Kfiak uy;d olajk ,o odhl;ajh w.hñka 1974 

§ fmdÿrdcH uKav,Sh mqj;am;a ix.uh ^Commonwealth Press Union& úiska Tyqj  

zf,daâ weiag¾Z ^Lord Astor& iïudkh mqo lf<a h'

fiamd, .=Kfiak uy;d
Nrghy FzNrd

Mr. Sepala Gunasena 
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Nrghy FzNrd (1923-1993)> gpugy E}y; ntspaPl;lhsuhd vk;. b. FzNrdtpd; 

%j;j kfd; Mthu;.

FzNrd 1961 Mk; Mz;L rpq;fs ehspjohd "jptr"itAk;> 1966 Mk; Mz;L 

Mq;fpy ehspjohd "rd;" (Sun) gj;jpupifiaAk; njhlq;fpdhu;. 1974 Mk; 

Mz;lstpy;> mtuJ gpugykhd gjpg;gfkhd ,d;bngz;ld;l; epA+];Ngg;gu;]; 

ypkpnll;> rpWtu; ,jo;fs;> Nrhjpl ,jo;fs;> ngz;fspd; Mu;tj;Jf;Fupa 

rQ;rpiffs; cl;gl> %d;W nkhopfspYk; nkhj;jk; 18 ntspaPLfisf; 

nfhz;bUe;jJ.

mNj Mz;L (1974)> mg;Nghija murhq;fk;> murhq;fj;Jf;F vjpuhd 

nra;jpfisAk; fUj;JfisAk; ntspapl;ljw;fhf> `y;];nlhu;g;gpy; 

mike;jpUe;j me;jg; gj;jpupiff; FOkj;Jf;F Kj;jpiuapl;L %baJ. 

mtrufhyr; rl;ltpjpfspd; fPo; mf;FOkk; %d;W Mz;Lfs; %lg;gl;bUe;jJ; 

murhq;fk; tpjpj;j epge;jidfspd; fPo; kPz;Lk; jpwf;f FzNrd kWj;jNj 

,jw;Ff; fhuzk;.

mtrufhyr; rl;lk; fhyhtjpahdij mLj;J> ,d;bngz;ld;l; epA+];Ngg;gu;]; 

ypkpnll; 1977 ,y; kPz;Lk; jpwf;fg;gl;lJ. MapDk;> 1974 ,y; %lg;gl;ljw;Ff; 

fhuzkhd mNj tplaq;fSf;fhf> Gjpa murhq;fj;jpd; rpdj;Jf;Fk; 

tpiutpNyNa MshdJ.

Sepala Gunasena (1923-1993) was the eldest son of well-known book publisher 
M.D. Gunasena.

Mr. Gunasena launched the Sinhala daily, ‘Davasa’ in 1961 and the English daily, 
‘Sun’ in 1966. By 1974, his popular publishing house, Independent Newspapers 
Ltd., had as many as 18 publications in all three languages including children's 
periodicals, astrological journals and magazines devoted to women's interests. 

That year (1974), the government of the day sealed the newspaper group situated 
at Hulftsdorp for publishing anti-government news and views. The group remained 
closed for three years subject to Emergency Regulations with Mr. Gunasena refusing 
to reopen under conditions imposed by the government. 

Independent Newspapers Ltd., reopened in 1977 with the lapse of the Emergency 
but was soon to earn the wrath of a new government for the same reasons it was 
sealed in 1974. 

Unable to withstand government pressure applied through state-controlled banks, 
the group folded up in 1990 after blazing a trail of independent journalism in Sri 
Lanka for three decades. 

The Commonwealth Press Union honoured Mr. Gunasena with the prestigious Lord 
Astor Award in 1974 in recognition of his contribution to press freedom. 

***
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mjqf,a fcHIaG;u orejd f,i 1917 ud¾;= 15 jk Èk Wm; ,enQ fvkais,a mSßia 

uy;d" ;u mshdf.a wl,a urKh fya;=fjka wOHdmk lghq;= w;yer oeóug isÿ 

úh' jhi wjqreÿ 17 § f,ala yjqia wdh;khg iïnkaO jQ Tyq" miqj zfâ,s Tíi¾j¾Z 

^Daily Observer& iy zikafâ Tíi¾j¾Z ^Sunday Observer& hk mqj;am;a foflysu 

l¾;Djrhd njg m;a úh'

fuu ld,h ;=< fvkais,a mSßia uy;d zck;dZ iy zis¿ñKZ mqj;am;a o wdrïN 

l< w;r" f,ala yjqia wdh;kfha by<u ;k;=r jQ m%Odk l¾;D ;k;=rg m;a úh' 

Tyq wefußldfõ zwefidaisfhagâ fm%iaZ ^Associated Press& mqj;a tAckaisfha › ,xld 

ksfhdað;hd f,i o lghq;= lf<ah'

Tyq foaYmd,ksl f,aLk i|yd muKla fkdj" kdgH yd l,d lafIa;%h ms<sn| ,sms 

i|yd o uy;a m%isoaêhla bis,Sh' 70 oYlhg fmr ld,fha§" Tyq foaYSh l,dlrejkag 

úYd, m%pdrKhla ,nd foñka Tjqka Èßu;a lf<ah' 1970 § f,ala yjqia wdh;kh 

rchg mjrd .ekSug tfrysj Tyq ks¾Nhj igka l< kuq;a" tu igkska Tyq mrdchg 

m;a úh' bkamiqj bkaÈhdjg .sh Tyq" zikafâ Tíi¾j¾Z mqj;amf;a ;j;a ysgmq 

l¾;Djrfhl= jQ gdis úÜgÉÑ uy;d iuÕ tl;=j ztAIshkaZ ^Asian& kue;s i;sm;d 

mqj;am; wdrïN lf<ah'

miq ld,Skj Tyq z*d Biag¾ka bfldfkdñla ßùõZ ^Far Eastern Economic Review& 

iÕrdfõ m%dfoaYSh l¾;D f,i iïnkaO jQ w;r" miqj tys m%Odk l¾;D njg m;a 

úh' tu ld,h ;=< Tyq iq,a*sld¾ w,s N+f;da" bkaÈrd .dkaê iy wdh;=,a,d fldfuhsks 

jeks m%uqL fmf<a m%N+jreka iïuqL idlÉPdjg ,la lrñka úfoaY ixpdr .Kkdjlu  

ksr; úh'

fyd|u cd;Hka;r udOHfõÈhdg ysñ iïudkh Èkd .ekSfuka miqj" fvkais,a mSßia 

uy;d fydxfldx ys isg ,kavkhg meñ‚fha ,kavkfha§ m%ldYhg m;a lrk ,o 

zijq;a ue.iskaZ ^South Magazine& iÕrdfõ wd§;u l¾;Djrhd f,ihs' fuu iÕrdj 

wdishdfõ iy ;j;a fndfyda ;=kajk f,dalfha rgj, úYd, jYfhka wf,ú úh'

fvkais,a mSßia uy;d
nld;rpy; gPup];

Mr. Denzil Peiris 
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nld;rpy; gPup]; 1917 khu;r; 15 Mk; jpfjp gpwe;jhu;. VO gps;isfisf; nfhz;l 

FLk;gj;jpy; %j;jtuhd mtu;> je;ijapd; ,staJ kiwtpdhy; jkJ 

fy;tpiaj; njhlu Kbahky; NghdJ. 17 tajpy; Nyf; `T]py; ,ize;j 

mtu;> gpd;du; 'nla;yp xg;ru;tu;"> 'rz;Nl xg;ru;tu;" Mfpa ,U gj;jpupiffSf;Fk; 

Mrpupauhdhu;.

,f;fhyg;gFjpapy; '[djh"> 'rpYkpd" Mfpa gj;jpupiffisAk; mtu; njhlq;fp 

itj;jJld;> Nyf; `T]pd; gpujk Mrpupau; vd;w cau;e;j gjtpiaAk; 

mile;jhu;. ,yq;ifapy; mnkupf;fhtpd; mNrhrpNal;ll; gpu]; (Associated 
Press) nra;jp epWtdj;jpd; nra;jpahsuhfTk; ,Ue;jhu;.

murpay; vOj;JfSf;fhf kl;Lkd;wp> ehlfk;> fiy gw;wpa fl;LiufSf;fhfTk; 

mtu; ed;F mwpag;gl;bUe;jhu;. 1970 Mk; Mz;Lf;F Kd;du;> cs;Shu;f; 

fiyQu;fSf;Fg; gue;j tpsk;guk; mspj;J mtu;fis Cf;Ftpj;jhu;. 1970 ,y;> 

Nyf; `Ti] murhq;fk; ifafg;gLj;jpajw;F vjpuhf mQ;rhJ Nghuhbdhu;; 

mg;Nghuhl;lj;jpy; mtu; Njhy;tpaile;jhu;. mjd; gpd;du; ,e;jpahTf;Fr; nrd;W> 

'rz;Nl xg;ru;tupd;" kw;nwhU Kd;dhs; Mrpupauhd lhu;rp tpl;lhr;rpAld; 

,ize;J "Vrpad;" (Asian) vd;w thug; gj;jpupifiaj; njhlq;fpdhu;.

gpd;du; '/ghu; <];lu;d; vfdhkpf; upt;A+" (Far Eastern Economic Review) ,jopy; 
gpuhe;jpa Mrpupauhfr; Nru;e;J> mjd; MrpupauhfTk; cau;e;jhu;. mf;fhyj;jpy; 

gutyhfg; gazk; nra;J> Ry;gpfhu; myp G+l;Nlh> ,e;jpuh fhe;jp> MaJy;yh 

nfhnka;dp cs;spl;l Kf;fpa gpuKfu;fisg; Ngl;b fz;lhu;.

rpwe;j ru;tNjr ClftpayhsUf;fhd tpUij ntd;w gpd;du;> 

n`hq;nfhq;fpypUe;J yz;lDf;F ,lk;ngau;e;J> mq;F ntspahd 'rTj;" 

(South) rQ;rpifapd; ];jhgf Mrpupauhdhu;. ,r;rQ;rpif MrpahtpYk; gy 

%d;whk; cyf ehLfspYk; gue;j thrfu; tl;lj;ijf; nfhz;bUe;jJ.

'1956 and After" vd;w E}iyAk;> 'tpal;ehKk; fk;NghbahTk;" vd;w rpq;fs E}

iyAk; mtu; vOjpdhu;.

mtu; jkJ 68 MtJ tajpy; yz;ldpy; fhykhdhu;. mtuJ tpUg;gj;jpd;gb> 

mtuJ m];jpapd; xU gFjp i`Nfl; fy;yiwj; Njhl;lj;jpy;> fhu;y; 

khu;f;]pd; fy;yiwf;F vjpNu Gijf;fg;gl;lJ; vQ;rpa gFjp nfhOk;Gf;Ff; 

nfhz;Ltug;gl;lJ.

Tyq 1956 and After kï bx.%Sis NdId lD;sh fukau zúhÜkduh iy ldïfndachZ 

kue;s isxy, fmd; o rpkd lf<ah'

fvkais,a mSßia uy;d jhi wjqreÿ 68 § ,kavkfha§ wNdjm%dma; jk úg" wjidk 

leue;a;g wkqj" Tyqf.a NiaudjfYaIj,ska fldgila ld,a udlaiaf.a fidfydk 

bÈßmsg msysá yhsf.aÜ iqidk N+ñfha ^High Gate Cemetery& ;ekam;a lrk ,o w;r 

b;sß fldgi fld<Ug f.k tk ,§'
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Born on March 15, 1917, the eldest in a family of seven, Denzil Peiris had to give 
up his studies owing to the untimely death of his father. At 17, he joined Lake House 
and subsequently became Editor of both the ‘Daily Observer’ and the ‘Sunday 
Observer’.

During this period, Mr. Peiris also launched the ‘Janatha’ and the ‘Silumina’ 
and reached the topmost post of Editor-in-Chief of Lake House. He was also the 
correspondent for the Associated Press of America, in Sri Lanka. 

He was well known not only for political writings, but also for articles on drama 
and art. In the pre-1970’s he promoted local artists by giving them wide publicity. In 
1970, he fought fearlessly against the government takeover of Lake House, a battle 
which he lost. Thereafter, he went to India and with another former Editor of the 
‘Sunday Observer’, Tarzie Vittachi, started ‘Asian’, a weekly paper. 

Later he joined the ‘Far Eastern Economic Review’ as its Regional Editor, going on 
to become the Editor during which time he travelled widely interviewing eminent 
personalities including Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Indira Gandhi and Ayatollah Khomeini. 
On winning an award as the Best International Journalist, Mr. Peiris moved from 
Hong Kong to London as the Founder Editor of the ‘South Magazine’ published in 
London. This magazine had a wide circulation in Asia and many other Third World 
countries. 

He authored ‘1956 and After’ and also the Sinhala book ‘Vietnam and Cambodia’.

When he died at the age of 68 in London, according to his wishes, some of his ashes 
were interred at High Gate Cemetery opposite Karl Marx’s tomb and the balance 
brought to Colombo. 

***
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uydpd¾h fla' lhs,dim;s uy;d 1931 § hdmkfha Wm; ,eîh' Tyqf.a <ud ld,h 

.; jQfha uef,aishdfõ§h' tA jljdkqj jk úg uef,aishdj f,dal hqoaOfha oreKq;u 

n,mEug ,laj ;sì‚' ;reK úfha isgu hqO mqj;a iy fmd;m; lshùug Tyq oelajQ 

oeä wdYdjg th fya;= jkakg we;' kej; ,xldjg meñ‚ Tyq fld<U rdclSh 

úoHd,hg we;=<;a jQ w;r" t;ekska fmardfo‚h úYajúoHd,hg msúi fou< NdIdj 

ms<sn| f.!rj Wmdêhla ,nd .;af;ah'

miqj Tyq f,ala yjqia wdh;khg iïnkaO jQ w;r" fkdfnda Èklskau zÈklrkaZ 

^Thinakaran& fou< Èkm;d mqj;amf;a ksfhdacH l¾;D Oqrhg Wiia úh' miqj Tyq 

tys m%Odk l¾;Djrhd njg m;a úh'

uydpd¾h ffl,dim;s ;u mqj;am; yryd › ,dxflah wkkH;djlska hq;a fou< 

mdGl iuQyhla f.dvke.Sug lghq;= lf<ah' tjlg fou< mqj;am;a ol=Kq bkaÈhdkq 

f;dr;=re iy ,sms f,aLk u; fnfyúka hemSfï meje;s m%jK;dj Tyq ys;du;du 

wju lf<ah'

furg ;=< iajfoaYsl fou< ckudOHfõohla fmdaIKh lsÍu i|yd m%Odk jYfhka 

j.lsj hq;= jQfha Tyqh'

tfukau" Tyq z;sklrkZ mqj;am;g i;sm;d ,shk ,o ckm%sh úfYaIdx. ,smsh tl, 

fou< idys;H yd foaYmd,k lafIa;%hkays oeä f,i l;dnyg ,la jQ ud;Dldjla úh'

´kEu udOHfõÈfhl=f.a Wmßu olaI;dj t<soelaùfï yelshdjla Tyq i;=j ;snQ w;r" 

z;sklrkaZ mqj;amf;a m%Odk ;rÕlrejd jQ zùrflaiÍZ mqj;am; w¾nqoj,g ,laj ;snQ 

iuhl" z;sklrkaZ mqj;am; by<u id¾:l;ajhla lrd fufyhùug Tyq iu;a úh'

miqld,Skj úYajúoHd, fiajhg tlajQ uydpd¾h ffl,dim;s" fou< wOHhk 

lafIa;%h ;=< uy;a f.!rjdorhg iy m%isoaêhg m;a uydpd¾hjrfhl= njg m;a úh'

1982 jifra§ Tyq Ôú;fhka iuq .;af;a h'

uydpd¾h fla' lhs,dim;s
Nguhrpupau; f.ifyhrgjp

Prof. K. Kailasapathy 
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Nguhrpupau; f. ifyhrgjp 1931 Mk; Mz;L aho;g;ghzj;jpy; gpwe;jhu;. ,uz;lhk; 

cyfg; Nghupd; jhf;fj;ij kpFjpahf vjpu;nfhz;l kNyrpahtpy; mtu; jkJ 

,sikg; gUtj;ijf; fopj;jhu;. ,jdhy; mtu; rpWtajpNyNa Nghu; njhlu;ghd 

E}y;fis Mu;tj;Jld; thrpg;gtuhf MfpapUf;ff;$Lk;. ,yq;if (mg;Nghija 

rpNyhd;) jpUk;gpa gpd;du; nfhOk;G Nwhay; fy;Y}upapy; fy;tp fw;W> gpd;du; 

Nguhjidg; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; jkpo; nkhopg; gl;lg;gbg;ig Nkw;nfhz;L> 

Kjy; tFg;Gr; rpwg;Gg; gl;lj;ijg; ngw;whu;.

Nyf; `T]py; ,ize;j mtu;> tpiutpNyNa jkpo; ehspjohd 'jpdfud;" 

gj;jpupifapd; Jiz Mrpupau; gjtpf;F cau;e;jhu;. gpd;du; mjd; MrpupauhfTk; 

Mdhu;.

jkJ gj;jpupifapd; %yk;> ,yq;if kl;lj;jpy; jkpo; thrfu; tl;lj;ij mtu; 

cUthf;fpdhu;. mf;fhyj;jpy; jkpo;g; gj;jpupiffs; njd;dpe;jpahtpypUe;J 

tUk; Mf;fq;fspNyNa ngupJk; jq;fpapUe;jij> Ntz;Lnkd;Nw Fiwj;jhu;. 

,e;ehl;by; cs;ehl;Lj; jd;ik nfhz;l jkpo; Clftpaiy tsu;j;njLj;jjpy; 

mtUf;Nf ngUk; gq;F cz;L.

'jpdfudpy;" mtu; vOjpa gpugykhd thuhe;jg; gFjp> mf;fhyj; jkpo; ,yf;fpa> 

murpay; tl;lhuq;fspy; NgRnghUshf ,Ue;jJ.

ve;jnthU ClftpayhsuplKk; cs;s rpwe;j Mw;wiy ntspf;nfhzUk; 

jpwd; mtUf;F ,Ue;jJ. mjd; gpujhd Nghl;bahsuhd 'tPuNfrup" rpukq;fis 

vjpu;nfhz;bUe;j fhyj;jpy;> 'jpdfuid" mtu; cau;e;j epiyf;Ff; nfhz;L 

nrd;whu;.

gpw;fhyj;jpy; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; ,ize;J> jkpo;f; fy;tp cyfpy; ed;F 

mwpag;gl;ltUk; kjpf;fg;gl;ltUkhd Nguhrpupauhdhu;. mtu; 1982 Mk; Mz;L 

fhykhdhu;.

Prof. K. Kailasapathy was born in Jaffna in 1931 and spent his impressionable years 
in Malaysia which was facing the brunt of World War II. This probably resulted in 
the youngster becoming an avid reader of war books. On his return to Ceylon, he 
joined Royal College from where he entered the University of Peradeniya to study 
for a Tamil language degree which he obtained with First Class Honours. 

He joined Lake House and soon rose to be the Deputy Editor of the Tamil daily, 
‘Thinakaran’. He later became its Editor. 

Prof. Kailasapathy developed a Tamil readership with a very Sri Lankan outlook 
through his newspaper. He deliberately downplayed the then prevalent dependence 
of Tamil newspapers on material from South India. 
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He was largely responsible for nurturing an indigenous brand of Tamil journalism 
in this country. 

He also wrote a popular weekly feature in the ‘Thinakaran’ which was the talking 
point of Tamil literary and political circles at the time. 

He had the ability to bring out the best in any journalist and carried ‘Thinakaran’ to 
dizzy heights at a time its main rival, the ‘Virakesari’, was running into difficulties. 
In later years, Prof. Kailasapathy joined the university and became a Professor well-
known and respected in Tamil academia. 

He died in 1982.

***
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oekg ish 83 jk m%ldYk jir miqlrk zùrflaiÍZ mqj;amf;a ks¾ud;D iqn%ukshï 

fpÜáhd¾ uy;d Wm; ,enqfõ ol=Kq bkaÈhdfõ zwjdkaksmÜákïZ kï .ïudkfha 

h' fmdfydi;a bvï ysñfhl=f.a mq;%fhl= jQ Tyq"  fmd;am;a lshùug ,eÈ" mrudo¾YS 

mqoa.,fhls' ish m%cdfõ idïm%odhsl fmd,S uqo,a ,nd§fï jHdmdrhg tfrys fjñka" 

idOdrK;ajh iy iudkd;au;dj fjkqfjka igka lsÍug ;SrKh l< Tyq" m%foaYfha 

mqj;am;a lsysmhlg ,sms ,sùu wdrïN l< w;r flá l,lskau Tyqf.a ckudOH 

l=i,;djka ksid m%lg úh'

ì%;dkH md,k iufha§ bkaÈhdj iy ,xldj w;r ks;r .ukd.ukh mej;s iufha" 

,xldjg meñ‚ .ukl § iqn%ukshï fpÜáhd¾ uy;dg j;= lïlrejka uqyqK 

fok ÿIalr;d oel.; yels úh' idOdrK;ajh Wfoid igka lsÍfï ish isyskfhka 

fm<UqKq Tyq" 1930 wf.daia;= 06 jk Èk zch.%dyS isxyhdZ hk w¾:h we;s zùrflaiÍZ 

mqj;am; wdrïN lf<ah' fuu cd;sljd§ mqj;am; m%Odk jYfhka j;= lïlrejkaf.a 

whs;sjdislï iy Tjqkaf.a .eg¨ flfrys wjOdkh fhduq lf<ah'

flfia fj;;a" fuu m%ldYkh fou< l;d lrk ck;djf.a is;a Èkd.ekSug iu;a jQ 

w;r" tys m%;sM,hla f,i ,xldfõ jeäu msßila lshjk fou< NdId mqj;am; njg 

m;a úh' ysñlrejd fukau l¾;Djrhd f,i;a" iqn%ukshï fpÜáhd¾ uy;d jir 20 

lg jeä ld,hla fuu m%ldYkh fufyhjñka" ksjerÈNdjh iy wmlaImd;S;ajh 

hk tys wdrïNl uQ,O¾u u; mokï jQ Yla;su;a yd m%.;sYS,S wkd.;hlg wä;d,u 

oeóh' wog;a" mqj;amf;a oelau mokï ù we;af;a fuu uQ,sl w.hka u; jk w;r" 

wvq jrm%ido ,;a ck;djf.a Ôjk ;;a;ajh Wiia lsÍfï Tyqf.a isyskh th ;jÿrg;a 

ms<sìUq lrhs'

iqn%ukshï fpÜáhd¾ uy;d 1950 § kej; bkaÈhdjg .sfhah' wv ishjilg miqj;a" 

idOdrK;ajh" iudkd;au;djh iy ckudOH wdpdrO¾u fjkqfjka oelajQ lemùu 

ksid Tyqf.a .ïudkfha ck;dj Tyqj u;lfha ;ndf.k isák w;r" Tyq  zùrflaiÍZ 

mqj;am; yryd furgg uyÕ= Wreuhla b;sß lr we;'

iqn%ukshï fpÜáhd¾ uy;d
Rg;gpukzpak; nrl;bahu;

Mr. Subramaniam Chettiar
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jw;NghJ 83MtJ Mz;by; fhyb itj;Js;s tPuNfrupapd; Muk;gfu;j;jhTk; 

nry;te;j FLk;gj;jpy; gpwe;jtUkhd Rg;gpukzpa nrl;bahu; njd; ,e;jpahtpy; 

Mtzpg;gl;b vd;Dk; fpuhkj;jpy; gpwe;jhu;. thrpg;gjpy; Nguhir nfhz;ltUk; 

fUj;Jf;fis ntspapLtjpy; ty;ytUkhfpa nrl;bahu; jdJ guk;giuj; 

njhopyhfpa mlFj; njhopiy tpl;Ltpl;L mjw;Fg; gjpyhf Clfj;Jiwapy; 

rkj;Jtk;> ePjp Ntz;b gy gj;jpupif Clfq;fSf;F vOjp mjd; %yk; 

gj;jpupifj; Jiwapy; Gfo; ngw;whu;.

gpupj;jhdpau; Ml;rpf;fhyj;jpy; nrl;bahu; ,yq;iff;F gy jlitfs; tp[ak; 

nra;jhu;. mg;NghJ Njhl;lj; njhopyhsu;fs; mDgtpj;j mt];ijfisAk; 

gpur;rpidfisAk; nrl;bahu; fz;lwpe;jhu;. ,tw;Wf;nfy;yhk; ePjp Ntz;b Nghuhl 

fdT fz;l nrl;bahu;> jkf;nfd xU gj;jpupif Ntz;Lnkd;W ~~ntw;wpAs;s 

rpq;fk;|| vd;w nghUs;gl tPuNfrup ehNsl;il 1930Mk; Mz;L Mtzp khjk; 

6Mk; jpfjp ntspapl;lhu;.

,e;j Njrpa gj;jpupif %yk; Njhl;lj; njhopyhsu;fspd; gpur;rpidfis 

ntspg;gLj;jp cupikf; Fuy; vOg;gpdhu;. mjidj; njhlu;e;J ,yq;ifapy; jkpo; 

NgRk; kf;fspd; Kjd;ikg; gj;jpupifahf tPuNfrup jpfo;e;jJ. tPuNfrupapd; 

cupikahsuhfTk; MrpupauhfTk; ,Ue;j nrl;bahu; 20 tUlq;fshf 

,g;gj;jpupiff;fhd vjpu;fhy mj;jpthuj;ij cWjpahf mikj;J mjw;fhd 

nfhs;iffis tFj;J eLepiyahf topelj;jpdhu;.

,d;W $l nrl;bahu; ,l;l mbj;jsk; - jhd; epiyj;J epw;fpd;wJ.

nrl;bahu; kPz;Lk; ,e;jpahTf;F 1950Mk; Mz;L jpUk;gpr; nrd;whu;. 

miu E}w;whz;LfSf;Fk; Nkyhf ,d;Wk; mtupd; fpuhk kf;fshy; mtu; 

epidT$ug;gLfpd;whu;.

nrl;bahu; gj;jpupifj; Jiwf;F toq;fpa mu;g;gzpg;ghYk; mtupd; gq;fspg;ghYk; 

jpwik> rkj;Jtk; vd;gtw;whYk; tPuNfrup mtupd; epoypy; Nt&d;wp epw;fpd;wJ.

Subramaniam Chettiar, who founded the ‘Virakesari’, now in its 83th year of 
publication, was born in Avannipattinam, a village in South India. The son of a rich 
landowner, he was an avid reader and idealist. Rebelling against his community’s 
traditional business of money-lending but opting instead to fight for justice and 
equality, he began writing to several local newspapers and soon became known for 
his journalistic skills.

On his journeys to Ceylon during British rule, when there was much travel between 
India and Ceylon, Mr. Subramaniam Chettiar witnessed the difficulties the plantation 
workers were facing. Inspired by his dream to fight for justice, he launched the 
‘Virakesari’ meaning ‘Victorious Lion’, on August 6, 1930. This nationalistic paper 
focused on the rights of the plantation workers and their grievances. 
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The publication, however, fired the imagination of the Tamil-speaking population, 
consequently becoming the most read Tamil-language newspaper in Ceylon. As 
owner and editor, Mr. Subramaniam Chettiar guided the publication for over 20 
years laying the foundation for a strong and progressive future, built on its founding 
principles of accuracy and neutrality. Even today, these are the core values on which 
the newspaper’s journalistic vision is based, while it continues to cherish his dream 
of improving the quality of life of the less fortunate.

Mr. Subramaniam Chettiar returned to India in 1950. Half a century later, he is still 
remembered by his village for his dedication to justice, equality and journalistic 
ethics, while he has left a legacy, through the ‘Virakesari’ in Sri Lanka.

***
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wfYdal .=K;s,l uy;d ish udOHfõ§ Ôú;h wdrïN lf<a 1976 jifra f,alayjqia  

wdh;kfhks' tys m%jD;a;s wxYfha iy úfoaY mqj;a wxYfha fiajh lsÍfuka miq 1982 

§ Tyq tu wdh;kfhka bj;a úh' fuu ld, iSudj ;=< Tyq zTíi¾j¾Z mqj;am;g o" 

zfhdjqka ck;dZ mqj;amf;a úfYaIdx. f,aLlfhl= f,i o" zck;dZ mqj;amf;a l¾;D 

uKav, idudðlfhl= f,i o fiajh lf<ah' 1982 § Wmd,s mqj;am;a iud.fï zÈjhskZ 

mqj;amf;a l%Svd l¾;D f,i iïnkaO jQ Tyq" 2013 jifra§ bka bj;a jk úg iyldr 

l¾;D ;k;=r olajd Wiiaùï ,nd isáfhah'

Tyq FIFA iy AFC mdmkaÿ iÕrd" nx.a,dfoaYfha zfvdakaZ ^Dawn& iy bkaÈhdfõ 

zl,algd ghsïiaZ  hk mqj;am;a i|yd ,sms iïmdokh lr we;' Tyq bx.%Sis NdIdfjka 

,shejqKq fmd;a lsysmhla isxy, NdIdjg mßj¾;kh lr we;s w;r" tA w;=ßka zAn 
Adventurous Voyage to the SeaZ  iy zThe Black DragonZ úfYaI fõ' tfukau 

mQcH fyakfmd< .=Kr;k ysñhka úiska rÑ; zWhat Makes the Buddha GreatZ iy 

zImpermanence in Plain EnglishZ bx.%Sis NdId lD;s isxy, NdIdjg mßj¾;kh lsÍug 

o Tyq lghq;= lr we;'

Tyq foaYlfhl= f,i lghq;= lr we;s w;r" › ,xld cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgqj" l%Svd 

úoHd mSGh" cd;Hka;r T,sïmsla lñgqj iy › ,xld cd;sl mdGud,d wOHlaIjrfhl= 

f,i o fiajh lr we;' óg wu;rj Tyq rcfha m%jD;a;s fomd¾;fïka;=fõ o fiajh 

lr ;sfí'

.=K;s,l uy;d iïudk rdYshlska msÿï ,nd we;' 2000 jifra§ › ,xld l¾;D ixio 

ckudOH úYsIag;d iïudk Wf<f,a jifra l%Svd udOHfõÈhd f,i;a cd;Hka;r 

T,sïmsla lñgqj ixúOdkh l< 2024 l%Svd udOHfõoh i|yd jk úYsIag;d T,sïmsla 

iïudkh " jvd;au úYsIag l%Svd m%ldYkh i|yd jk 2015 ckdêm;s iïudkh" zl%Svd 

idys;Hfõ§Z iïudkh ^2020 inqoaê l%Svd idys;H iïudk Wf<,& iy znyqNdId l%Svd 

idys;HZ iïudkh ^2022 inqoaê l%Svd idys;H iïudk Wf<,& tA w;r fõ'

wfYdal .=K;s,l uy;d
mNrhf Fzjpyf;f

Mr. Asoka Goonetilleke
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mNrhf Fzjpyf;f 1976 Mk; Mz;L Nyf; `T]; epWtdj;jpy; jkJ 

Clftpay; gzpiaj; njhlq;fpdhu;. kj;jpa nra;jpg; gpuptpYk; ntspehl;Lr; 

nra;jpg; gpuptpYk; gzpahw;wpa gpd;du; 1982 ,y; mq;fpUe;J tpyfpdhu;. 

,f;fhyg;gFjpapy; 'xg;ru;tu;" gj;jpupifapYk;> 'At [djh" gj;jpupifapy; 

rpwg;Gf; fl;LiuahsuhfTk;> '[djh" gj;jpupifapd; Mrpupau; gPlj;jpy; 

nra;jpahsuhfTk; gzpahw;wpdhu;. 1982 ,y; cghyp epA+];Ngg;gu;]; epWtdj;jpy; 

'jptapd" gj;jpupifapd; tpisahl;Lg; gpupT Mrpupauhf ,ize;j mtu;> 2013 

,y; mq;fpUe;J tpyFk;NghJ ,iz Mrpupau; gjtpf;F cau;e;jpUe;jhu;.

FIFA> AFC fhy;ge;J rQ;rpiffSf;Fk;> 'Nlhd;" (gq;fshNj\;)> 'fy;fj;jh 

ilk;];" (,e;jpah) Mfpa gj;jpupiffSf;Fk; mtu; fl;Liufs; vOjpAs;shu;. 

Mq;fpyj;jpypUe;J rpq;fsj;Jf;Fg; gy E}y;fis nkhopngau;j;Js;shu;; mtw;Ws; 

'An Adventurous Voyage to the Sea" (k`hK{`l nkj kuza mgpahr) kw;Wk; 

“The Black Dragon” (fY kfu) Mfpait Fwpg;gplj;jf;fit. rpq;fsj;jpypUe;J 

Mq;fpyj;Jf;Fk; mtu; E}y;fis nkhopngau;j;Js;shu;; “What Makes the Buddha 
Great”> “Impermanence in Plain English” Mfpa ,uz;L E}y;fSk; kjpg;gpw;Fupa 

n`dnghy Fzujd Njuuhy; vOjg;gl;lit.

mtu; tpupTiuahsuhfg; gzpahw;wpAs;shu;. ,yq;if Njrpa xypk;gpf; FO> 

tpisahl;Lj; Jiw mikr;rpd; tpisahl;L tpQ;Qhdg; ghlrhiy> ru;tNjr 

xypk;gpf; FO Mfpatw;wpYk; Nritahw;wpAs;sJld;> ,yq;iff;fhd 

Njrpag; ghlnewp ,af;FeuhfTk; flikahw;wpAs;shu;. murhq;fj; jfty; 

jpizf;fsj;jpYk; mtu; gzpahw;wpAs;shu;. 

jpU. Fzjpyf gy tpUJfisAk; ngw;Ws;shu;. mtw;Ws; tpisahl;Lg; gpuptpy; 

2000 Mk; Mz;bd; rpwe;j Clftpayhsu; (,yq;if gj;jpuhjpgu;fs; rq;fk; 

- Editors’ Guild )> 2024 Mk; Mz;bd; tpisahl;L Clftpaypy; rpwg;ghf 

nraw;gl;likf;fhd xypk;gpf; tpUJ (ru;tNjr xypk;gpf; FO)> kpfr; rpwe;j 

tpisahl;L ntspaPl;Lf;fhd 2015 Mk; Mz;L [dhjpgjp tpUJ> f;uPlh 

rh`pj;a Ntjp tpUJ (2020> rGj;jp tpisahl;L ,yf;fpa tpUJfs;)> “Multi 
Literal Sports Literate” tpUJ (2022> rGj;jp tpisahl;L ,yf;fpa tpUJfs;) 
Mfpait mlq;Fk;.
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Mr. Asoka Goonetilleke commenced his journalistic career in Lake House in 1976 
and after serving on the Central News Desk and in the foreign news desk, he left 
in 1982. During this period, he also served on the Observer, feature write on the 
Yovun Janatha and Editorial news reporter in Janatha newspaper. He joined Upali 
Newspapers in 1982 as the Sports Editor of the Divaina and rose to the position of 
Associate Editor when he left in 2013.

He has contributed articles to the FIFA and AFC football magazines, the Dawn 
(Bangladesh) and Calcutta Times (India). He has translated to Sinhala language from 
English language several books. Among them - An Adventurous Voyage to the Sea 
(Mahamuhuda Meda -Maranaya Abhiyasa), and The Black Dragon (Kalu Makara). 
He has also translated books from Sinhala language to English language - What 
Makes the Buddha Great, Impermanence in Plain English – both books were written 
by The Most Rev. Henepola Gunaratane.

He has been a lecturer and served in the National Olympic Committee of Sri Lanka, 
School of Sports Sciences (Ministry of Sports) National Course Director - Sri Lanka 
and the International Olympic Committee. He has also worked at the Department of 
Govt. Information.

Mr. Goonetilleke has also received several awards. Among them Sports Journalist of 
the year 2000 (Editors Guild of Sri Lanka), Olympic Award for Excellence in Sports 
Journalism 2024 (International Olympic Committee), Presidential Award 2015 for 
the most outstanding sports publication, Kreeda Sahithya Vedi (2020-Sabuddhi 
Sports Literary Awards) and Multi Literal Sports Literate Award (2022- Sabuddhi 
Sports Literary Awards)

***

99



fld<U wdkkao úoHd,fha wdÈ YsIHfhl= jk wkqr nKavdr rdc.=re uy;d ish 

udOHfõ§ Ôú;h wdrïN lf<a 1980 jif¾ f,alayjqia wdh;kfhks' tys§ zck;dZ 

iy zfhdjqka ck;dZ mqj;am;aj, fiajh l< Tyq" miqj zis¿ñKZ iy zl%SvdZ l¾;D 

uKav,j,g iïnkaO úh' bkamiq m%jD;a;s wxYfha fiajh l< Tyq zkjhq.hZ iy 

ziriúhZ hk mqj;am;aj,g tlafjñka oYl y;rlg jeä ld,hla mqrd ish udOH 

fufyjfrys kshe¨fKah' ish ckudOH Ôú;hg iudka;rj" Tyq .=jkaúÿ,s iy 

rEmjdyskS udOH fukau f,aLk l,dj ;=< o id¾:l .ukla f.dv k.d .;af;ah'

ish jD;a;Sh Ôú;hg iudka;rj" Tyq fld<U úYaj úoHd,fhka ckudOH ms<sn| 

ämaf,daudjla ,nd .;af;ah'

1994 jir Tyqf.a ckudOH Ôú;fha jeo.;a ixêia:dkhla úh' f,alayjqia wdh;kfha 

fiajh lrñka isáh§ Tyq zfld<U mqj;aZ kue;s kj iji isxy, mqj;amf;a ksfhdacH 

l¾;Djrhd f,i m;a jQ w;r" miqj tys iyldr l¾;D ;k;=rg m;a úh' miqj Tyq 

ld,dkqrEmS m%ldYkj, l<ukdldr l¾;D f,i lghq;= lrk w;r;=r ziriúhZ 

mqj;amf;a m%Odk l¾;D f,i o m;a lrkq ,eîh'

rdc.=re uy;d 2008 jif¾§ f,alayjqia wdh;kfhka bj;a jk úg f,alayjqia  

wdh;kfha  mqyqKq yd m¾fhaIK fomd¾;fïka;=fõ iyldr l¾;D f,i fiajh 

lrñka isáfhah' óg wu;rj Tyq › ,xld .=jkaúÿ,s ixia:dfõ iyk ksfõolfhl= 

f,i o lghq;= lr we;'

Tyqf.a ks¾udKd;aul f,aLk l,dj fjkqfjka isÿl< odhl;ajh Wfoid 

ks¾udKd;aul f,aLkh i|yd jk úu,isß fmf¾rd wkqiaurK iïudkh ysñ úh' 

;jo" Tyq <ud f,aLkh ms<sn| hqfkiaflda mdGud,djla o id¾:lj ksu lr we;'

wkqr nKavdr rdc.=re uy;d
mDu gz;lhu uh[FU

Mr. Anura Bandara Rajaguru 
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nfhOk;G Mde;jh fy;Y}upapd; gioa khztuhd mDu gz;lhu uh[FU> 

1980 Mk; Mz;L Nyf; `T]; epWtdj;jpy; '[djh"> 'At [djh" Mfpa 

gj;jpupiffspy; gzpahw;wp jkJ Clftpay; tho;f;ifiaj; njhlq;fpdhu;. 

gpd;du; 'rpYkpd"> 'f;uPlh" Mfpatw;wpd; Mrpupau; FOf;fspy; ,ize;J> mjd; 

gpd; kj;jpa nra;jpg; gpuptpy; (Central News Desk) gzpahw;wpdhu;. mjd; gpd;du; 

'etAfa"> 'rurtpa" Mfpatw;Wf;Fr; nrd;whu;. mtuJ Clftpay; gazk; 

ehd;F jrhg;jq;fSf;Fk; NkyhdJ. ClftpaYld; ,ize;J> xypgug;G> 

njhiyf;fhl;rp> vOj;Jj; JiwfspYk; mtu; rkhe;jukhd xU gzpg;ghijia 

cUthf;fpf; nfhz;lhu;.

mj;Jld;> nfhOk;Gg; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; Clftpaypy; bg;Nshkh gl;lKk; 

ngw;whu;.

1994 Mk; Mz;L mtuJ Clftpay; tho;f;ifapy; xU jpUg;GKidahf 

mike;jJ. Nyf; `T]py; gzpahw;wpf; nfhz;bUe;jNghJ> Gjpjhfj; 

njhlq;fg;gl;l rpq;fs nkhop khiy ehspjohd 'nfhOk;G Gtj;" (Colombo 
Puwath) ,jopd; Jiz MrpupauhfTk;> gpd;du; mjd; ,iz MrpupauhfTk; 

Mdhu;. mjd; gpd;du; 'rurtpa" gj;jpupifapd; Mrpupauhf epakpf;fg;gl;lJld;> 

fhy ,jo;fspd; (Periodical publications) Kfhikj;Jt MrpupauhfTk; 

gzpahw;wpdhu;.

uh[FU> ANCL epWtdj;jpd; gapw;rp kw;Wk; Ma;Tj; Jiwapd; ,iz 

Mrpupauhfg; gzpahw;wpf; nfhz;bUe;jNghJ> 2008 Mk; Mz;L Nyf; ̀ TypypUe;J 

tpyfpdhu;. ,yq;if xypgug;Gf; $l;Lj;jhgdj;jpYk; (SLBC) mtu; gFjp Neu 

mwptpg;ghsuhfg; gzpahw;wpAs;shu;.

gilg;gpyf;fpaj;Jf;fhd mtuJ gq;fspg;GfSf;fhf tpkyrpwp ngNuuh epidT 

gilg;gpyf;fpa tpUijg; ngw;whu;. rpWtu;fSf;fhd vOj;Jj; njhlu;ghd 

And];Nfh ghlnewpiaAk; mtu; epiwT nra;Js;shu;.

Mr. Anura Bandara Rajaguru past student of Ananda College, Colombo, commenced 
his journalistic career in Lake House in 1980 working for the Janatha and Yovun 
Janatha newspapers and subsequently joined the editorial teams of Silumina 
and Kreeda, after which he joined the Central News Desk before moving to the 
Navayugaya and Sarasaviya culminating in over four decades. Alongside his 
journalistic career, he built a parallel career in broadcasting, television, and writing.
Alongside his professional career, he obtained a Diploma in Journalism from the 
University of Colombo.

1994, was a water-shed year in his career in journalism, while in Lake House he 
became the Deputy Editor of a new evening Sinhala language newspaper - Colombo 
Puwath and later Associate Editor of newspaper. He was later appointed Editor of 
Sarasaviya newspaper while being managing editor of periodical publications.
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Mr. Rajaguru left Lake House in 2008 while serving as Associate Editor of ANCL’s 
Training and Research Department. Rajaguru’s also worked as a relief announcer at 
the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC). 

His contributions to creative writing earned him the Wimalasiri Perera Memorial
Award for Creative Writing. He also completed a UNESCO course on writing for
Children.

***
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pkaød m%kdkaÿ uy;añh udOH lafIa;%fha jir 45lg jeä w;aoelSï iys; fcHIaG 

udOHfõÈkshls' weh ish udOH Ôú;h 1977 jif¾§ wdrïN lf<a" oji mqj;am;a 

iud.u úiska m%ldYhg m;a lrk ,o zÑka;duŒZ iy zÈkm;sZ mqj;am;aj, iyldr 

l¾;Djßhl f,i tlafjñks'

tia' à' isjdkdh.ï uy;df.a kdhl;ajh hgf;a fiajh lsÍfuka miq" weh .=Kfiak 

mjqf,a nd, mq;Kqjka úiska wdrïN lrk ,o ziqvuŒZ mqj;am;g tlajQ w;r tys o 

iyldr l¾;Djßhl f,i lghq;= l<dh'

bkamiqj weh tu hq.fha m%ldYhg m;a lrk ,o z;sk;a;ka;sZ ^Thinaththanthi& 
mqj;amf;a Ndrldßksh f,i o flá ld,hla fiajh l<dh'

1997 jif¾§" pkaøsld iqn%ukshï uy;añh zùrflaiÍZ i;sm;d mqj;amf;a Ndrj lghq;= 

l< iufha" pkaød m%kdkaÿ uy;añh tys iyldr l¾;Djßhl f,i tlajQjdh' miqj 

weh hï ld,hla ziqv¾ T,sZ mqj;amf;a iyldr l¾;Djßhl f,i fiajh lr kej;;a 

ùrflaiÍ mqj;am; yd iïnkaO jQjdh' fuu ld, iSudj ;=< weh tlaiam%ia ksjqiafmam¾ia 

^isf,daka& mqoa.,sl iud.fï cd;Hka;r m%ldYkh jk z;ñ,a ghsïiaZ mqj;amf;a 

ksfhdacH l¾;Djßh f,i o lghq;= l<dh' miqj kej;;a ùrflaiÍ mqj;am;g meñ‚ 

weh" ish úY%du hdu olajdu tys úYsIag udOH fufyjrl kshe¨Kdh'

pkaød m%kdkaÿ uy;añh m%Odk l¾;D" iyldr l¾;D iy ksfhdacH l¾;D we;=¿ 

m%Odk l¾;D uKav, ;k;=re lsysmhlau fydnjd we;' wehf.a mq¿,a w;aoelSï iy 

lemùfuka hq;a fiajh ksidu weh udOH lafIa;%h ;=< lemS fmfkk pß;hla njg 

m;aj isákakSh'

pkaød m%kdkaÿ uy;añh
re;jpuh ngu;dhz;Nlh

Mrs. Chandra Fernando

re;jpuh ngu;dhz;Nlh Clfj; Jiwapy; 45 Mz;LfSf;Fk; Nkyhd mDgtk; 

nfhz;ltu;. 1977 Mk; Mz;L jpdrup Clf epWtdkhd jtr FOkk; ( 

Davasa Group) ntspapl;l rpe;jhkzp> jpdgjp Mfpa gj;jpupiffspy; Jiz 

Mrpupauhfr; Nru;e;J jkJ Clftpay; gzpiaj; njhlq;fpdhu;.

v];. b. rptehafj;jpd; jiyikapd; fPo; gzpahw;wpa gpd;du;> FzNrd 

FLk;gj;jpd; ,isa kfd; njhlq;fpa R+lhkzp gj;jpupifapy; Jiz 

Mrpupauhfg; gzpahw;wpdhu;.
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Mrs. Chandra Fernando has over 45 years of experience in the media industry. She 
began her career in journalism in 1977, joining the Chinthamani and Thinapathi 
newspapers published by the Davasa Group as an Assistant Editor.

After working under the leadership of S. T. Sivanayagam, she joined Sudamani, a 
newspaper launched by the younger son of the Gunasena family, where she served 
as an Assistant Editor.

She subsequently served for a brief period as the person in charge of the Thinaththanthi 
newspaper published during that era.

In 1997, during the period when Mrs. Chandrika Subramaniam was in charge of 
the Virakesari weekly edition, Mrs. Chandra Fernando joined the publication as an 
Assistant Editor. She later worked as an Assistant Editor at Sudar Oli for a period 
before rejoining Virakesari. During this time, she also served as Deputy Editor of 
Tamil Times, the international edition of the Express Newspapers (Cey) Pvt Ltd. She 
subsequently returned to Virakesari, where she continued her distinguished career 
until her retirement.

 Mrs. Chandra Fernando has held several key editorial positions, including Editor-in-
Chief, Assistant Editor and Deputy Editor. Her extensive experience and dedicated 
service have made her a notable figure in the field of journalism.

***

mjd; gpd;du;> mf;fhyj;jpy; ntspte;j jpdj;je;jp gj;jpupifapd; nghWg;ghsuhfr; 

rpwpJ fhyk; ,Ue;jhu;.

1997 Mk; Mz;L> jpUkjp re;jpupfh Rg;gpukzpak; tPuNfrup thug; gjpg;gpd; 

nghWg;ghsuhf ,Ue;j fhyj;jpy;> mg;gj;jpupifapy; Jiz Mrpupauhf 

,ize;jhu;. gpd;du; rpwpJ fhyk; Rlnuhspapy; Jiz Mrpupauhfg; gzpahw;wp> 

kPz;Lk; tPuNfrupapy; Nru;e;jhu;. ,f;fhyg;gFjpapy; vf;];gpu]; epA+];Ngg;gu;]; 

(rpNyhd;) gpiuNtl; ypkpnll; epWtdj;jpd; ru;tNjrg; gjpg;ghd "jkpo; ilk;];" 

,jopd; gpujp MrpupauhfTk; flikahw;wpdhu;. mjd; gpd;du; kPz;Lk; tPuNfrupf;Fj; 

jpUk;gp> Xa;T ngWk; tiu mq;F jkJ rpwg;ghd gzpiaj; njhlu;e;jhu;.

jpUkjp re;jpuh ngu;dhz;Nlh gpujk Mrpupau;> Jiz Mrpupau;> gpujp Mrpupau; 

cs;spl;l gy Kf;fpa Mrpupau; gPlg; nghWg;Gfis tfpj;Js;shu;. mtuJ 

tpupthd mDgtKk; mu;g;gzpg;G kpf;f NritAk; mtiu Clfj; Jiwapy; 

Fwpg;gplj;jf;f xUtuhf Mf;fpAs;sd.
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frdydka ir;a wfíj¾Ok uy;d udOH lafIa;%hg msúisfha 1980 jifra§ iajdëk 

mqj;am;a iud.ug ^Independent Newspapers Group& wh;aj ;snQ"  zikaZ mqj;amf;a 

mqyqKq udOHfõÈfhl=  f,isks' t;ekska id¾:l wdrïNhla ,nd.;a Tyq" 1981 

fkdjeïn¾ udifha§ Wmd,s mqj;am;a iud.u  úiska ish m<uq bx.%Sis Èkm;d mqj;am; 

jk zo whs,kaâZ wdrïN l< wjia:dfõ§ Bg iïnkaO úh' tys§ Tyq Wml¾;D" 

jHdmdßl msgqfõ l¾;D" ksfhdacH m%jD;a;s l¾;D" m%jD;a;s l¾;D" iyldr l¾;D iy 

WmfoaYl l¾;D olajd b;d blaukska Wiiaùï ,eîh'

1987 cQ,s udifha bkaÿ-,xld .súiqu w;aika lsÍug wdikak iufha iy Bg miqj" Tyq 

zo whs,kaâZ" zo ikafâ whs,kaâZ iy zo ikafâ ghsïiaZ  hk mqj;am;aj, m%jD;a;s 

l¾;D f,i w;sYh j.lsjhq;= ;k;=r fynùh' óg wu;rj" zfâ,s ñr¾Z ^Daily 
Mirror& mqj;am; wdrïN l< wjia:dfõ tys ksfhdacH m%jD;a;s l¾;D f,i;a" 2003 

iy 2010 w;r ld,h ;=< oekg m%ldYkh fkdjk zo fkaIkaZ ̂ The Nation& mqj;amf;a 

iyldr l¾;D f,i;a Tyq lemS fmfkk fiajhla bgq lf<ah' 2006 jifra§ árdka 

w,ia uy;d zùlatkaâ iagEkav¾âZ ^Weekend Standard& mqj;am; wdrïN l< úg Tyq 

tys l¾;Djrhd f,i o lghq;= lf<ah'

Tyq lsis úfgl;a ;u ku bÈßhg oud .ksñka ckm%sh;ajh miqmi yUd .sfha 

ke;' kuq;a ;ud hgf;a fiajh l< udOHfõ§kag Wmßu m%pdrhla ,nd §ug Tyq 

j.n,d .;af;ah' 2011 jifra§ úY%du hk f;lau" mqoa.,sl m%;s,dN l=ula jqj;a rfÜ 

hym; Wfoid ;u jd¾;dlrejka il%Shj ;nñka" Tyq ieuúgu mqj;a ueo Ôj;a jQ 

udOHfõÈfhls'

úY%du ,eîfuka miqj o Tyq zo whs,kaâZ wka;¾cd, mqj;am; ^Online& fjkqfjka 

;jÿrg;a fiajh lrhs'

frdydka ir;a wfíj¾Ok uy;d
nuh`hd; mNgtu;jd

Mr. Rohan Abeywardena
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nuh`hd; ruj; mNgtu;jd> 1980 Mk; Mz;L ,d;bngz;ld;l; epA+];Ngg;gu; 

FOkj;ijr; Nru;e;j> jw;NghJ ,aq;fhj 'rd;" (Sun) ehspjopy; gapw;rp 

Clftpayhsuhf (cjtp Mrpupauhf) Clfj; Jiwapy; fhy;gjpj;jhu;. mq;Nf 

ey;y mbj;jsj;ijg; ngw;w gpd;du;> 1981 etk;gupy; Gjpjhfj; njhlq;fg;gl;l 

cghyp  epA+];Ngg;gu;];  ypkpnll;  (UNL)  jdJ  Kjy;  Mq;fpy  ehspjohd 

'jp Iyz;l;" (The Island) I ntspapl;lNghJ mq;F ,ize;jhu;. mq;F cjtp 

Mrpupau;> fg;gy; Nghf;Ftuj;Jg; gf;f Mrpupau;> tzpfg; gf;f Mrpupau;> Jizr; 

nra;jp Mrpupau;> nra;jp Mrpupau;> ,iz Mrpupau;> MNyhrf Mrpupau; vdg; 

gbg;gbahf tpiuthf cau;e;jhu;.

1987 [_iyapy; ,e;jpa-,yq;if xg;ge;jk; ifnaOj;jhd fhyj;Jf;F Kd;dUk; 

gpd;dUk;> 'jp Iyz;l;"> 'rz;Nl Iyz;l;"> 'rz;Nl ilk;];" (,UKiw) 

Mfpatw;wpy; nra;jp Mrpupaupd; mjpf mOj;jk; epiwe;j nghWg;ig tfpj;jhu;.  

'nla;yp kpuu;" njhlq;fg;gl;lNghJ mjd; Jiz Mrpupauhf (nra;jp)> NkYk; 

jw;NghJ ,aq;fhj 'jp Ne\d;" ,jopy; 2003 Kjy; 2010 tiu ,iz 

Mrpupauhf mtu; Mw;wpa gzpfSk; kwf;f Kbahjit. 2006 ,y; buhd; 

my]; 'tPf;vz;l; ];lhz;lu;l;" ,jioj; njhlq;fpaNghJ mjd; MrpupauhfTk; 

,Ue;jhu;. xU nry;thf;Fkpf;f MNyhrfu;> Mq;fpy nkhop Clftpayhsu;fSf;F 

Vd; ey;y nra;jp czu;T ,y;iy vd;W Nfs;tp vOg;gpajhy;> mtu; me;j 

epWtdj;jpypUe;J tpyfpdhu;. me;j MNyhrfu;> mg;Nghija rNfhju rpq;fs 

ehspjo; fUzh FOtpdu; fhl;Lg; gFjp Nkhjy;fspy; E}w;Wf;fzf;fhd 

Gypg; Nghuhspfisf; nfhd;wdu; vd;w 'khngUk; gpuj;jpNafr; nra;jpia" 

ntspapl;bUe;jNghJ> Mq;fpyg; gjpg;G me;j Nkhjy;fs; Fwpj;J NkNyhl;lkhd 

xU nra;jpia kl;LNk ntspapl;bUe;jJ vd;W Rl;bf;fhl;bapUe;jhu;. thia 

%bf;nfhz;bUf;f Kbahj mtu;> fUzhtpd; kpifg;gLj;jg;gl;l $w;Wfis 

cWjpg;gLj;j vd;d Mjhuk; ,Uf;fpwJ vd;W gjpYf;Ff; Nfl;lhu;. me;jr; rpW 

thf;Fthjk; Kbe;j kWfzNk mtu; me;j ehspjopypUe;J ntspNawpdhu;. %j;j 

Clftpayhsuhd fhyQ;nrd;w ep`hy; uj;ehaf;fit mNgtu;jd xUNghJk; 

kwf;f khl;lhu;. mg;NghJ Gjpjhfj; njhlq;fg;gl;bUe;j me;j ,jOf;F cs;sf 

MNyhrfuhf ,Ue;J cjtpf; nfhz;bUe;jtu; mtu;. gioa jiyKiwiar; 

Nru;e;j gz;ghsuhd mtu;> rpwpJk; jaf;fkpd;wp mNgtu;jdTld; Nru;e;J me;j 

epWtdj;ij tpl;L ntspNawpdhu;. 

jdJ ngau; gjpT (byline) %yk; Gfo; NjLtjpy; mtu; xUNghJk; mf;fiw 

fhl;ltpy;iy; Mdhy; jdf;Ff; fPo; gzpahw;wpa Clftpayhsu;fSf;F 

Kbe;jtiu mjpf ntspr;rk; fpilg;gij cWjpnra;jhu;. 2011 ,y; Xa;T 

ngWk; tiu> jdpg;gl;l tpisTfs; vJthapDk;> ehl;bd; eyDf;fhfj; jdJ 

nra;jpahsu;fis tpopg;Gld; itj;jgb vg;NghJk; nra;jpfspd; ikaj;jpNyNa 

,Ue;jhu;.

Xa;Tf;Fg; gpd;dUk; mtu; 'jp Iyz;l;" ,izag; gjpg;gpy; njhlu;e;J gzpahw;wp 

tUfpwhu;.
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Mr. Rohan Sarath Abeywardena entered the journalism scene in 1980 with the now 
defunct Sun Newspaper of the Independent Newspaper Group as a trainee journalist 
(sub editor). Having got a good grounding there, he soon crossed over to the newly 
launched Upali Newspapers Ltd in November 1981 when the UNL launched its 
first daily English publication The Island, where he quickly rose from sub editor, 
Business Page Editor, Deputy News Editor, News Editor, Associate Editor and 
Consultant Editor.

In the run up to and after the signing of the Indo-Lanka Accord in July 1987, he 
manned the ‘hot seat’ of the News Editor in The Island, The Sunday Island, The 
Sunday Times (twice). Abeywardena also had some memorable attachments with 
the Daily Mirror as Deputy Editor News at its launch and as the Associate Editor of 
the now defunct The Nation between 2003 and 2010. He also served as the editor 
of the Weekend Standard, when Mr. Tiran Alles launched that newspaper in 2006. 

He never bothered about hogging the limelight with his byline, but he ensured that 
journalists serving under him got as much exposure as possible. Till he retired in 
2011, he was always in the thick of the news while keeping his reporters on their toes 
in the interest of the country whatever the personal consequences.
Since retirement he has continued to serve The Island online.

***
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fcHIaG uOHfõ§ wdßhr;ak .fkaf.dv uy;d 1944 jif¾§ Wm; ,eîh' fldgfyak 

uOH uyd úÿyf,a iy › ,xld úoHd,fha bf.kqu ,enQ Tyq ckudOH lafIa;%hg 

msúisfha 1966 ueo Nd.fha muKh' ish ckudOH Èúh ;=< Tyq we;a; ^1966-1990& 

ÈkñK ^1990-2005& ,xld§m ^2006-2011& yd uõìu ^2018-2020& mqj;am;aj, fiajh 

lf<a h' 2020 isg ueo fld<U m%dfoaYSh jd¾;dlre f,i f,alayjqia mqj;am;aj,g ,sms 

imhhs' is¿ñK" Tíi¾j¾" ;sklrka mqj;am;aj,go ,sms imhd we;'

 

tA w;r" ÈkñK mqj;amf;a ksfhdacH m%jD;a;s l¾;D Oqrho fydnjd we;' §¾> ld,hla 

mqrd m%Odk foaYmd,k mlaI" fld<U uyk.r iNdj" niakdysr m<d;a iNdj wdjrKh 

lr we;s Tyq › ,xld mqj;am;a l,dfõ§kaf.a ix.ufha idudðlhl=o fjhs' fcHIaG 

udOHfõ§ka jk isß,d,a fldäldr" î'tA isßj¾Ok" wdßhjxY m;srdc" fnkÜ rEmisxy 

Tyqf.a iuld,Skfhdah'

%j;j Clftpayhsuhd Mupauj;d fNdnfhl 1944 Mk; Mz;L gpwe;jhu;. 

nfhl;lhQ;Nrid kj;jpa fy;Y}upapYk; ];uPyq;fh tpj;jpahyaj;jpYk; fy;tp 

fw;w mtu;> 1966 Mk; Mz;bd; eLg;gFjpastpy; Clfj; Jiwapy; Eioe;jhu;.

jkJ Clftpay; tho;f;ifapy; 'mj;j" (1966-1990)> 'jpdkpd" (1990-

2005)> 'yq;fhjPg" (2006-2011)> 'kt;gpk" (2018-2020) Mfpa gj;jpupiffspy; 

gzpahw;wpdhu;. 2020 Kjy; nfhOk;G kj;jpag; gpuhe;jpa nra;jpahsuhf Nyf; 

`T]; gj;jpupiffSf;Ff; fl;Liufis vOjp tUfpwhu;. 'rpYkpd"> 'xg;ru;tu;"> 

'jpdfud;" Mfpatw;Wf;Fk; mtu; fl;Liufis vOjpAs;shu;.

'jpdkpd" gj;jpupifapy; mtu; gpujp nra;jp Mrpupauhfg; gzpahw;wpdhu;. ePz;l 

fhykhf mtu; Kf;fpa murpay; fl;rpfs;> nfhOk;G khefu rig> Nky; 

khfhz rig Mfpait njhlu;ghd nra;jpfisr; Nrfupj;J ntspapl;lhu;. 

mtu; ,yq;if ciof;Fk; Clftpayhsu; rq;fj;jpd; cWg;gpdUk; Mthu;. 

%j;j Clftpayhsu;fshd rpwpyhy; nfhbfhu> gp. V. rpwptu;jd> Mupatd;r 

gj;jpuh[> ngd;dl; &grpq;f MfpNahu; mtuJ rkfhyj;jtu;fspy; mlq;Ftu;.

wdßhr;ak .fkaf.dv uy;d
Mupauj;d fNdnfhl

Mr. Ariyaratne Ganegoda
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Senior journalist Ariyaratne Ganegoda was born in the year 1944.  Educated 
at Kotahena Central College and Sri Lanka Vidyalaya, he entered the field of 
journalism around mid 1966. During his journalism career, he worked for the Aththa 
(1966–1990), Dinamina (1990–2005), Lankadeepa (2006–2011), and Mawbima 
(2018–2020) newspapers. Since 2020, he has been contributing articles to Lake 
House newspapers as the regional correspondent for Colombo Central. He has also 
contributed articles to Silumina, Observer, and Thinakaran. 

Among these roles, he served as the Deputy News Editor of the Dinamina 
newspaper. Having covered major political parties, the Colombo Municipal Council, 
and the Western Provincial Council for a lengthy period, he is also a member of 
the Sri Lanka Working Journalists' Association. Senior journalists Sirilal Kodikara, 
B.A. Siriwardena, Ariyawansa Pathiraja, and Bennet Rupasinghe are among his 
contemporaries.

***
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