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Message from the Joint Chairman

In a vibrant democracy, a free, ethical, and
fearless press remains the ultimate defender
of the public interest. For over a quarter
of a century, the Journalism Awards for
Excellence (JAE) ; jointly organized by The
Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka and the Sri Lanka
Press Institute, has stood as the definitive
benchmark of that ideal.

Kumar Nadesan Kanchana Dassanayake

Born in an era marked by conflict, censorship, and severe pressures on media
freedom, these awards emerged not merely to confer accolades, but to defend
editorial independence and elevate journalistic craft across Sinhala, Tamil, and
English media.

By honouring the legacy of pioneers who shaped our Fourth Estate—celebrating
investigative depth, social advocacy, incisive commentary, and the courage of
regional and young reporters, the awards pay homage to journalism’s highest
calling: to hold power accountable, champion the marginalized, and speak truth with
uncompromising integrity.

Today, as our profession confronts the perils of digital misinformation, sensationalism,
and rapid structural change, ethical verification and public-interest reporting matter
more than ever. The JAE stands as a vital bulwark against this tide, reminding us
that genuine journalism is not mere content generation, it is an indispensable public
service.

As we gather to celebrate this year’s nominees and recipients, we do more than
applaud individual distinction. We reaffirm our shared compact as Sri Lanka’s media
fYiternity: to question without fear, give voice to the voiceless, and uphold the truth
for generations to come.

Kumar Nadesan Kanchana Dassanayake
Chairman, Board of Directors President

Sri Lanka Press Institute The Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka
Joint Chairman Joint chairman
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Entertainment 1

Entertainment 2

Entertainment 3

Programme
Arrival of Chief Guest
“Magul Bera” and escort by dance troupe
Lighting of oil lamp
National Anthem

One minute silence in remembrance of all the media practitioners who passed

away during the year 2025

Presentation of Life Time Achievement Award by members of The Editors’

Guild of Sri Lanka

The Certificate of Merit and the Awards for the following categories will be
presented

Best Designed Website of the Year
Best Video Storytelling

Best Designed Newspaper of the Year

Cartoonist Of the Year

Photojournalist of the Year

Sports Journalist of the Year (S/T/E)

Best Health Care and Medical Report of the Year (S/T/E)
Best Environmental Reporter of the Year (S/T/E)

B.A. Siriwardena Columnist of the Year (S/T/E)

Business and Finance Journalist of the Year (S/T/E)

Prof. K. Kailasapathy Award for Reporting Using RTI (S/T/E)
Upali Wijewardene Feature Writer of the Year (S/T/E)
Subramaniyam Chettiar Social Development Reporter of the Year
Investigative Journalist of the Year

Scoop of the Year

Sepala Gunasena Award for Defending Press Freedom in Sri Lanka

D.R. Wijewardene Award for Earning the Appreciation of Peers and the Public

The Denzil Peiris Young Reporter of the Year
Mervyn de Silva Journalist of the Year
Presentation to Chief Guest

Reception
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Objectives of The Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka (TEGOSL)

To safeguard editorial independence

To protect and promote the interests, rights and privileges of Editors of
newspapers, magazines and journals etc.

To uphold the freedom of the press

To promote amongst journalists the maintenance of high standards of
professional conduct

To promote and improve news-gathering and dissemination of information

To establish and develop reciprocal relations with kindred organizations and
work in collaboration, co-operation or in association with such organizations
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The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka — Members as at 2025
Supreme Council:
Mr. Manik de Silva, (Editor Sunday Island)
Mr. Siri Ranasinghe, (Former Editor Lankadeepa)

Mr. Sinha Ratnatunga, (Editor The Sunday Times)
Mr. Prabath Sahabandu, (Editor The Island)

Executive Committee:

President - Mr. Kanchana Dassanayake, (Editor Irida Lankadeepa)
Secretary - Mr. K. W. Janaranjana, (Editor Anidda)
Treasurer - Mr. S. Sri Kajan, (Editor Virakesari daily/weekly)

Asst. Secretary - Mr. Chaminda, Wariyagoda, (Editor Maubima)

Member Ex-Co - Mr. Nisthar Cassim, (Editor Daily FT)

Member Ex-Co - Mr. Mahinda Ilapperuma, (Editor Sathi Aga Auna)

Member Ex-Co - Mrs. Vindya Amaranayake, (Editor Ceylon Today daily/weekly)
Member Ex-Co - Mr. R. Sivaraj, (Editor Thamilan)

Member Ex-Co - Mr. Kesara Abeywardene, (Editor Daily News)

Members:

Mr. D. G. Mohanlal Piyadasa, Deshaya

Mr. R. P. Haran, Editor, Thinakkural daily/weekly
Mr. Ranjith Ananda Jayasinghe, Editor Deshaya
Mr. Benette Rupesinghe, Editor Mawbima

Mr. T. Senthilvelaver, Editor Thinakaran

Mr. Pramod de Silva, Editor, Sunday Observer

Mr. Pradeep Dassanayake, Editor Dinamina

Mrs. Jamila Hussain, Editor Daily Mirror

Mr. Udeni Saman kumara, Editor Silumina

Mr. Narada Nissanke, Editor, Divaina

Mr. Udesha Sanjeewa vithana , Editor Irida Divaina
Mrs. Mandana Ismail Abeywickrema, Editor Sunday Morning
Mr. Asiri Fernando, Editor Daily Morning

Mr. Duminda Sanjeeva Balasuriya, Editor Ada
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Founder Members of
The Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka in 1995

Founder Members:

The Late Mervyn de Silva, former Editor Lanka Guardian

The Late Nimal Horana, former Editor Silumina

The Late Lasantha Wickrematunga, former Editor The Sunday Leader
The Late Ajith Samaranayake, former Editor Sunday Observer
The Late. P. Arulanandan, former Editor Thinnakaran

The Late Bandula Padmakumara, former Editor Lakbima

The Late Sarath Cooray, former Editor Dinamina

The Late Gamini Weerakoon, former Editor The Island

Mr. Siri Ranasinghe, Editor Lankadeepa

Mr. Manik de Silva, Editor Sunday Island

Mr. Sinha Ratnatunga, Editor The Sunday Times

Mr. Mohanlal Piyadasa, former Editor Janata

Mr. Upali Tennekoon, former Editor Rivira

Mr. A. Sivanesaselvan, former Editor Virakesari
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SBINS USHFTaMH AOBHTUILD

RQevmnd  LUSHflend  erusTuasHH e  LlgHrenr  ChTasld  Qevmiens  USHHflens
WoBUUTLG — AmemibG ) — (2moamep®B)  Qevmens  DHOulsd  Hedsurif]
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oSG HImBUIeT QHTH6LFTT gmene GLOIDLIBEGHSHIHIOTEGD.
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BYemIf&HeT  oBpID o2&  CEFwBuTLLTenfeeT uSCwmeny eeim Sl (Beuger
APEVID QNHWEN FTHAUIDTHGHNH! (PHEF Ul CBHTHSIOTELD.

QBT 261 &H  BLOIQHMBBHEHHHTN  QFWIBLTHHMENT, HI L Hibenen  SbHTL 1960
o 66N FH6L 26N HHHMB FTiheH SIUIBID  DBSHFHHGHUILSH  SHHSI
@bBlmieueid  DiHeil  LIgHTen  Reol FlHns DL AUSBGD  UPIBL HHIUSBELD
OEAD CUTHSHHLOTE YOSHTLSID 6I60TLIGHI & BIHWITSHEH CHTewNIgHBHBHBBH. b
oflulled @mbaH LUTFEGL CuTsHl Sevmend LSHflend erOHTURIOTSHI SHBTL 1960
urflwenellsomes alsnevlillsemeords DenaIBHTH, CaueilBTHHEHL 6uTe GGHTL JenLIULD
IBLGGHHHIIQUI DBISHFBSBLILIL L [B0Ie60TLOT S B!

RQevmind QHI0UIED B0 EewL &&Te0 OBBID LOm&menT oL L GHdleomer LulBd el
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26 _HaIWIETENTHeNTEIT. Eevmiend USHflend (WedBUUTLG  Len6wIHhE (LeUTIS]
AFwmalBeo (o eiemowTe FWSLBUUTL(H Q(HHHEHTmal  QHTIHOBI LIGHmSH
P s CFUIH 2meHeMdbasI 6alHS OB

26M_HHHIMBHBTN  LUBIGSMID 201 &  &HHATIPL  Bevmhnd  UsHHflens
OSHTLRIGHT LITHTen QFWBLTLTGD. eJenenul 261 & GFWBUTL L T6NJ&HEHL enID
mEBCHTTHHIH BTG DimaHH SIUINTHID QHIHIMPLILL 6T FmhsH 2615
FLULMBIG6T 1OBBID 261 & SFHHAHTID eleiLeBens CrTaa et e Gawmul (B
QBHAGBEH. Sevomend USHHflens avsTUMSHH 6T  SHBOLTMHW  FHLTHSHENTEIS]
DB BUIIDIDHGH6T  DUH6  Jewennl LmisTell  BimieuembisenL D  enswlbdl
Abd Bl FlwGHma CIUISNFNID  LvHmd 2 mISIUbGHHIH D  FmpliLmer
Blemsouled RmBbSHI eUBESSBSH.
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Objectives of the Sri Lanka Press Institute

The objective of the Sri Lanka Press Institute (SLPI) is to effectively, efficiently and
sustainably manage the Press Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka (PCCSL) and
the Sri Lanka College of Journalism (SLCJ) and to advocate for media freedom and
professional journalistic standards. The SLPI, through the Media Resource Center,
will also function as a place of gathering for journalists, media practitioners and
organizations.

The SLPI, fulfilling its prime objective, as a leading media institution in Sri Lanka
where almost all media activist organizations are recognizing its very existence and
functionalities. In this light, the SLPI is now in the process of further consolidating
its mandate and role within the Sri Lankan society at large while networking with
like-minded institutions outside the country.

The SLCIJ has produced more than 200 new journalists while successfully conducting
its mid-career and provincial training programmes. The PCCSL continues to function
as the sole institution in Asia that promotes self-regulation through voluntary
participation of the media in the country.

Advocacy and media freedom are major aspects that the SLPI is actively embarking
on. Along with other media activist groups in Sri Lanka, and also networking with
international gatherings, the SLPI vigorously engages in campaigning for better
media laws and press freedom. Given the present networking capacity of the SLPI, it
is now in a better position to embark on such advocacy campaigns with the strength
and dynamism of its own and other partner organizations.

Board of Directors

Mr. Kumar Nadesan, Chairman

Mr. Sinha Ratnatunga, Deputy Chairman
Mr. Manik de Silva

Mr. Mohanlal Piyadasa

Mr. Duminda Sampath

Mr. Chandrasekara Dodawatte

Mr. Sunil Jayasekara

Mr. Udaya Kalupathirana

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 1 8 OOV OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOON

QOO

OOV GO0 GO OO0



OOV GOV O]

NSBM

NEW ERA OF EXCELLENCE AND TRANSFORMATION

Over the past decade, NSBM Green University has revolutionised Sri Lanka's higher
education landscape. We look ahead to the next decade with an even greater vision.
NSBM NEXT marks the beginning of a new era driven by excellence, innovation,
global engagement. This is our decade-long pledge to position Sri Lanka on the world
map as a global knowledge hub.
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THE NE)(T BEGINS NO

A Decade of Excellence. A Future Without Limits.
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CONTACT US FOR REGISTRATIONS NSBM GREEN UNIVERSITY
AND MORE INFORMATION .
Mahenwatta, Pitipana, Homagama.

011-544 5000 E-mail : inquiries@nsbm.ac.lk

0 -24 00 [d nsbm. B wv brs.ac.lk
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LTL HOLDINGS

Local Engineering, at its Global best

@ No. 77, Level 01, Park Street, Colombo 02 (Reg. Office) (©) +94 11 269 5007 | +94 11 743 6000
@® No. 67, Park Street, Colombo 02 (Corp. Office) info@ltl.lk @ www.lil.lIk
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Journalism Awards for Excellence 2025
Joint Organizing Committee

Mr. Kanchana Dassanayake — Joint Chairman, (President, The Editors’ Guild of Sri
Lanka (TEGOSL))

Mr. Kumar Nadesan — Joint Chairman, (Chairman, Sri Lanka Press Institute (SLPT))

Mr. Sinha Ratnatunga — Deputy Chairman, SLPI

Mr. Manik de Silva — Director, SLPI

Mr. Nisthar Cassim - Member TEGOSL

Mr. Mahinda Ilayapperuma — Member TEGOSL

Mr. Mohanlal Piyadasa — former Secretary, TEGOSL

Mr. K. W. Janaranjana — Secretary, TEGOSL

Mr. Santhiralingam Srikajan - Treasurer, TEGOSL

Mr. Udaya Kalupathirana - Representative of the Free Media Movement (FMM)

Mr. Lakshman Muthuthanthirige - Representative of Sri Lanka Working Journalist

Association (SLWJA)
Mr. Kumar Lopez - CEO SLPI,
Mr. Sukumar Rockwood — Convener, CEO, PCCSL
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Journalism Awards for Excellence 2025
Members of the Panel of Judges — Print Media
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Mrs. Rajitha Weerakoon - Chairperson
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GBI, Pmdev Gomfl  GsomFsyre  CUITHMEI  LISLEHMEVSHOHSHHID
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Mrs. Rajitha Weerakoon has been in the field of journalism for nearly fifty years.
A BA graduate of the University of Ceylon, Peradeniya, she functioned as a senior
feature writer in the Sunday Observer and the Evening Observer for nearly twenty
years. During her stint at Lake House she followed a Post Training Course for
Foreign Journalists at the Centre de Formation et de Perfectionment des Journalists,

Paris preceded by a course in French language.

Rajitha has worked as Manager, Corporate Communication at Ceylon Tobacco
Company Ltd., and served as Press Officer at the German Embassy in Colombo for
twenty one years. She had also functioned as Instructor in English at the University of
Ceylon, Peradeniya and the University of Kelaniya on passing out of the University.
At present, she is a free-lance journalist on the Daily Mirror, Wijeya Newspapers
Ltd. She was on the Panel of Judges in the State Literary Awards for several years
and served on the Advisory Board of the State Literary Awards.
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usFfemasuisd o Hal PAflugres Renemwibsh DT, (POBEFTITS  HeV6T BTN
“ehTBHTOUI” (HMEVHHENMEHAWID) 61631183 SN HMIPES OHTEHHHT].

1980 oo syeuir(p efleawl LlleMGsagsiterd QBT misLILIL L GUTg Sigeir Llya opdifluigpra
BmHHTT. 1985 @ev Bevmiensulsd (WHeT(PeHBLTE el CHTeneussT & el
QBRIGLD alpTenel” giur®h CFuisTy. 1988 Gsv almuielsl®mhal elevd, SHHTHTTH
Hovallll LenfiWsdhalsy oo & HPBeoraFsITe: SenswmibhHTy. 1988 (PpHsd 1989 eueny
wellQF I fesr SIflSULBHSILLL 2 _sudenmaiul CrTUISHGBLIL 2adl eBmed FHI L &6
N CTFHITHAD QITITENTTHAD ENHHSHTT.

2009 (&0 11 YeWIBH6T HEOTFTISH HeNEIHHNHHN DTF SRevba L P CeUTFeNeF
FeoLulesr o mtlenmal UsnlwTBsleT] DibsTeuHH60 HbHauITd FWBLL(H DTF
ANBBIBET B L HHIHHTO BIeOHMeNTSH WHITG CFUISTT. HEOTFTTEH &5en6emthaHerD
CeueliBw "Fraldbw” Garely Bredst pAfwr Gupsled uesmllwrmplenty. 2011-
2012 smeuliu@EHulsd OFHTenevssTL &, aurbsmmed BB GdHelsd 2 mitilemTas
BBHSI.

S Cdpeny  wBpid  Remen@uity  denevdhEenehFWsHH e pAflwy ey,
o euOamigGweien  fpeusendstes  wevss@Gen”  (Malkakulu.com)  eretim
Qe UHAfendemUl  BLHH QUMD 60T, HLbH 12 UWI(BHEHNTE  DIFHEN60T
BreMTHHID BBOBUILGHS IGHBIY.

Mr. Percy Jayamanna, who completes his 60th year in his service in journalism, is now

working as a media consultant, freelance writer, author, editor and lexicographer. He
joined Lake House as a feature writer in 1964, at the Sarasaviya. Later contributed to
Navyugaya magazine by writing and editing feature articles. Navayugaya was well
read among the young leaders since it contained universal knowledge. In 1965, he
joined the Silumina newspaper as a sub-editor. He compiled a non-formal education
supplement such as Gnanakoshaya - the encyclopedia.

In 1980, he was the Deputy Editor at the start of Wijeya Publications. In 1985, he
organized the 'Wijeya Television Awards Ceremony' for the first time in Sri Lanka.
In 1988, he left Wijeya, to join as media advisor in the Health Education Bureau.
From 1988 to 1989 he was consultant and a resource person for the accelerated
Universal Immunization Programme of UNICEF.

Worked for 11 years, from 2009, as a member of the State Literary Advisory Board
of the Department of Culture during which time judged books for the State Awards
Programme. He served in the editorial board of the Sahithya - an anthology published
by the Department of Culture.
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Editor of Children and Youth Encyclopedia, he has been running a web newspaper

%

called Malkakulu. com for children all over the world, updating it daily for 12 years.
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80E) S dHon
LUWIST GroFn TLDAT
Mr. Dion Schoorman

cam DO DB a0 w8m Ve LelEsy @om gden s ©ww
©53Bedes Sedu@ens. & Eomd w5y D8 ey @B bimssind 5o
euded 80y ghBw ©. ¥y 90 BmEed evifc YO Bewidn givmmed
e®emE® ©TMI PIGHBOB BesIG. @y 2005 dwel idd@ved 808 & oo
503 8B e218we® @#0YE eRT@Dowm @MiEed wI@idnenny oGt
O WO&.

Bt @wmn 0 Ve HBed s @dgceE @uie-e Bt DB
Boo3em 0 emsigismd gismme O ‘International Development Group
LLC 8 ©538edc¢m» cuedomesn oGs ede m08. 80 eud, @9 & Gowo
OUER Bers pummed w8y aluwe Qoo ¢ ewRde. Oy Ows GisBed
eRRenEDest B@OBcsICEenS’ D100 88eEm sEDIS cedws R arD.

APSIM HFTUSHBIHEHSHEGID GLo6VTN DMILIID BT DLUIT 6YOIFWTLO6H, D6ml_HID
BB O&TLFuTLsd  SHiempulsd GxisFd Qumm muewri] Speury.  CFTuIl L ierd
Fgaubhras Cauld) MHBeIaISHSHET E60meNd OBHBID  LOTENEVSHN|HHTEN  (LPEIT6IT6IT
HMVaITTH, SIIITHHWHHO GBHH 2 svosemmailuwl GCaFuig  Blmieuendder
CewBUTHHEmT SiaIT QIHIBL H6T].

2005 &b el Sevmiensll LGS Flendll (WwenBLUTL B SUmentd@ ) Bpeuiiul L
WPHD, DGHET (PIewILTBEemeNd HIb@GW Feouulss o miiemrs Sef Smba
QUHAIMIT.

sB6ursl, USAID @nesm-ufiis eumuniyser &L sHmad (IPOP) GFwubu®GsHsid
QUUBS Bimisueiorer s JEHagemsd GILaleoliGsi @l sev.6160.8 (International
Development Group LLC) Blpieusngalsd QeTLjum_ed HlLjemnmesll LswiwmBmiammy.
BB (Weiteu] Ceulfe0l. allage @evmenasuils &I SRuISGBITEL Liswiwrbnlen.
S @riSleorhdlen QU CUTTLaQUIT  LIVSMEVSHIOSHEH0  Sjleu]|  LLLID
QuBmIeTETT.
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With over three decades of experience, Mr. Dion Schoorman is a seasoned media and
communications expert. As the former Head of Reuters International news agency
for Sri Lanka and the Maldives, he led operations for the global news organization
in the region.

He has been a member of the Dispute Resolution Council of the Press Complaints
Commission of Sri Lanka since its inception in 2005. Schoorman currently serves
as a Communications Expert for the International Development Group LLC,
implementing contractors for the USAID-Indo Pacific Opportunity Project (IPOP).
Previously, he held the role of Group Director for World Vision Sri Lanka. He has an
MBA from the University of Bedfordshire (UK).
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8008 noNEBonS Swon
alT®s53) HOTUTEOFRIBLD
Mr. Veeragathy Thanabalasingham

@801 »IBOE Beviced ¢ Kunwn O 008 DHRAICBE® ©vrn BHOE
e Y 8o BOioesd 80y gls U@ . 1977 @ @rsed
Toeend’ yoFues ewicess Sxdsienn @ BOEiss »ED0 888 & @vwon, @3
D0 O gy OO, 1985 S5008 el Sderwsesd yoPues wims ©eEEO
B0 B, Dess 12 = OB cowbmaddnn ©w ibEed®sin Dibmimddn eces
eddn B3 ey, 1997 ¢edE @iecdt HNCBHO @vm BHROE HOises
OO yDIPS EDDC@ e VDE.

D30 oS IS DU eGn eds S8e®x oy 2004 gedE @iwedE Oy
BoRoE goPues’ s »imr Josd o de.ammd® @y 2012 dwel & Bgi®
G, @3 Ddenl youes cuedamddun ece 2020 @¢w®RY ¢80 Oy
B0 @O @DED BB Sw. VY Iy BYLdedabe (Becis’) udoBm w@w
o® ymIemeE O eceSumO O0 B 0 ©OICE O B®rE-ednsED
B®0ED ¢ DUDBOG @»RDG. HDNICBHE Ovm edBw6 ¥ LIDBBHC @CBHED
DOGn) BERCD @c®¢g oS, s vy BE0E gwiem odn BBwemn B8 Eal.
2015 DeebE & oo DUma wotscs DB 00E WO ¢ @1 DREDHm0
2@ CegeGE, HOFeE ®ED cect OB ¢ B B ¥ BREO eddws
00005’ YO Edmed O OO P B8 LSOl w@ims 88»8m cE.

alfaHF  HemUTevdmisld Hams@Grsy UsHflensuler (petemet LIgHio  opdiflui.
UBSHHHmB  amm 6l  seoomflulle Uempul omemeuyre  Saug  eifGsafluisd
QUUBBTESTeNITE 1977 Qalibufled ushHflensdaenpuied LITGaudsHamy. 1985
marauflulled aifCasafl uffluni saled Remembm o Hal pAfluigrs, UTTEHLOGTD
Cauwigdwrengmes  usmlwrBpw ey 1997  gligellsd  FHeb@&Isd LS flenasulest
WHev CFuid uFfflwignes RenembSHT].

2004 glgeded Hewb@Gyedenn LgHio  Fflwgres  QUIBICUBB  HeTLTeVF BIGID
2012 obs  uselulsd @mhal  @UINCUBBTT. ASBG LIBg oifCsaflulsd
AT pBeurFHITE  QMHHHIOBTEH  FloHTED FehFlewasulest pFfluigrs
uenllwrmpslenTy.  HBUTEH  oeuf SO ubSflensseiad  FehFleansseaienid
el Lev Ligaghiseflend o oMpT (h wB@Id FJalbhd DiFdulsd  ellelbmImidbeT
GBS BTG 611RSUBSBI].
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An old boy of Hartley College, Point Pedro, Mr. Veeragathy Thanabalasingham is
the former chief editor of Thinakkural daily and weekly newspaper. He entered the
field of journalism by joining Virakesari newspaper as a proof reader in September
1977 and after seven years joined Virakesari editorial section in January 1985.
Having served there as a sub-editor and parliamentary reporter for twelve years, Mr.
Thanabalasingham joined Thinakkural newspaper as its first news editor in April
1997.

After having worked as news editor for seven years he took over the editorship
of Thinakkural in April 2004. After retirement in 2012, he got an opportunity to
serve Virakesari again as an editorial consultant till December 2020. He also
edited a fortnightly socio-political magazine namely Samakalam, a publication of
Express Newspapers (Ceylon) (Pvt.) Ltd. Mr. Thanabalasingham has been writing
to Tamil newspapers, magazines and digital publications on local and international
political affairs regularly. He was awarded the Life Time Achievement Award (Gold
Medal) for long and distinguished service to journalism at the Journalism Awards of
Excellence conducted by The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka in 2015.
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B0 DOBORFIENS dvom
BOBTHOT GHHMIL LIGOTLTT
Mr. Thilakarathne Kuruwita Bandara

Bewisddm mno80Re3thd @wm & Sedblmns 8@0descs 858 SO0 ¢
CCABBO Y E»eTBBedes DBeEI®I @R Hed §18 DEeEI®benS.
@t 018w0ed 01D 8 880 050ees 1mmens’ ¢ eIBE® d@IEDS
g0y @. 1970 Deebl @sedewnny e eCEBYYL #EHHEO BRATL § Oy,
1993 e 2002 D0OEe 'BO8en HOsises Ym »ODDT@ DO & So. 8y
1994 £0 2000 ¢2300 ‘e30edn’ Bm® BOBses’ $im »Om eGs ¢ DOED BE
@m0, ‘@O’ 1y Bow BowE yOFSHOE @0®mm UDS@ ¢ Bw. ©BIDBG
»oenny ©H DR DDICDesn O NODOEBLIC Pwm ® &3 ®es ©ws
oS @ 2005 YO D YPIRBO &P S . VY Oed ©ermd o &
Co1 DRI VBDVREE BonE wiBms §5)I0D ©®Ied €3 NIV GBS BIed
30082550 @RS,

1970 o0 oeii(h Cevbamelerd HBIISHEE FTHTTE 261_EHeNeOTENITE EeNewlbdbl
Camewi.  FHevdsrdHem Gmell L ULt SeuJset, 1993 b pewih  (WpHse
2002 &b pewiB  euedIulsy Gsvdbamele BmeushHer  Oeusflufmen ‘Fevidlen’
amghsh  UbSflensulss gso  pAflugtes  SmbaeTenT. 1994 — 2000 b
e auewyuley Feflior GsTLjures Fehflemdswimen ‘FrFelur S fluirrseld
sLeopwtBPRWCHTG ‘e’ wwBpid  ‘Fuwgs’  opdlur fAnisen  GQomiPlepso
usFfemdHermenn  OHTUS S FWdOToUTT. SevbSwd 2 L E6eild  Ls0
HlewmaEeled 10 BIELSHEMET TIRHUISTONTT. DISHHIL 6T 6vmiensd ReVHENLI FhiddHH e
BewL HTev o mIfen@omeuty. LWILTy, o0f £QUIsNTHEILT LIsVBHEM60SHEHLDEHE I 68
WSS LBDBID GCou@men CHTLIUTLSY SBemd  Hewmulsd 1lGemmoms LI LD
CUBEGHILCHTH, WTeLBHT HBaITEVI  LIVBHMEVHHIOBHEHIE L L HTFUDTeIT].
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Mr. Thilakarathne Kuruwita Bandara is a Diploma holder of Writer ship and Mass
Communication Course conducted by the University of Sri Jayawardenapura. He
has also studied in Novosthi in Moscow. He joined Lake House as a journalist in
1970 and became the Chief Editor of the Sinhala weekly Silumina in 1993 and 2002.
He was also the Chief Editor of the cinematic newspaper Sarasaviya from 1994 to
2000 and was also the founder editor of the Sinhala Newspapers Mawbima and
Siyatha. An eminent poet and an art critic, Mr. Kuruwita Bandara has published
three prose books and seven poetry books so far. He held the membership of the
Sinhala Literature Sub Committee and Drama Panel of the Art Council of Sri Lanka
for many years.

*k ok

OOV OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO0
LOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOBOOOOOOOBOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOBOOOBOOOBOO GO



9. O8. ) dvom
BFTIPSOT 2 HWMT wWamibinds SIS
Mr. N.M. Ameen

053, O0. 823 Vv EHOIVBEDCW, WU NGB, IBEE®TY BBBedemes
@ b wwIBBon BERT De3C €N M ey a8 yder ©Bediewn®
»UD0eEn), e@53® @1 DatSDewrs. 9y eO8¥i&n e®53® ©1xs s VBO
@1 OB 0B85 BO1CE ©in 0B G D vd®m edig ww Owess
edde yobme S8R0 »d 838.

§ 283 @m0, B cesed eLBIBHD geeP®DE0 g@HID, @B 5w B3 Bedemw BEAT
§ BREHD S wesged (Tawasol) BewidnewS, & o goses @88
§ @08ee® adnPs OwE I@Enenrs, ¢Rey ez Bewed @S ev®ed
§ (SAFMA) 025331090006, & Comn §EG® m»ysi8ced wwinSddewns, &
§ Co) DatB E@10edEed tcv®ed w18 ©eBLE 1@1EDerS, & Eomo
{ 9uB® ®s wosced Boy eCm®Dsen ©n B0y wHBOCend. ©@uD Com
| 9uB® B8 noies eedgaOc Boy eCnPDCews wy wrBOcens ¢ od. @y
§ 200208 8Regd| BRS¢ Be® o .

@ 2002 80 2017 ¢z 'DOB' »¥OPwess gim WEDIDCBI e, O© HOFeD
0000 o ¢ ‘Beomo 88w’ (Freelanka Media Ltd) gicmmed ¢dsfeddens
e ®OGY Degn. ®OE, @7 1976 &8O 2002 D0 (w0 O YOS oy
2@0e® Bowdss wn T win ©weed @Lnedeownn), KIS wbma
0 DEO®MNC DU eGH ¢ s WO . ¥y BowE/ec®g/BovE wm
©R®IBIEDO BEe®y wBobnwewnn ecH ®OGR wJ e amd EHO® ¢53
wBobmmewnn ¢ @d.

@) @@ RGBS Be® @@ @B om0, & ambs’ 25 O BBB0m0 BB

2O cogect 88 g ‘Ednmed P00 w0 860m DB w®®Ims'
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6160, 6TD. SIS6T Q@ (PHSH 2L Helleomenhld, PAFWIBD, 26 HFH  HEOB
BLewIHLD  peuTy. o delwied, pFflwy Id HmeveniodEIalD, LITTTEHLOGTNBE
OHTLIUTL 6D, Fepd FHUTH B HienBEelled U] BI6TIEH HFTUISHMIBEHEHEGLD
Gwevmenr  SiEmILIGND  QBTERIL6MT.  HisveWomed, Bwmwinmer a1 &F CFuig o6,
FIOWIRIBEHHBmLUleomen 2 _enpumed, OuTHIF Cxemer @WleuBaled DidbHmM
CaremBeten oieuy, o sailulelss QBBI(enBs: HImsamenuid Guenil eumaBT].

U  Hevalldh HGHHBmeNDH  QBTemiBeien SIS,  LieVeTOA 261l & LOBEBID
OaTLTUTL s0ibsmen FFeuBshs waimsHder (Tawasol) LyHPgwinsa)d, @Reomiensll
usFHflens  wepluTl G gmems@Gpelsnt  (PCCSL)  uewliumeny — Femu
o _pIlenTaad o 6ien.

CappBardlw sshay o & mwlilseisr (SAFMA) @mridemeniiurer, Seomend
werveld seeiidledsnt (MCSL) seweval], @evmiensd 2 &G 261l H6ilWIeOT6r)
FRIBHIH CFUBGHW o miiieny &l QUIBILLGEMmeTLD 6udloEIBT].

B6URINE (LHETV6IID 26T & LOGIBHS 6N VBHTLSF CFWISOTEN(HLD (LTSS SHemeVaI(HLD,
PV QevmIend  (LpervsVIlD 658 ENEM6NEh]T  (LPsITEEmNBETEN FRIBI 6N  (LPEITEITENT
QFWIGOTETI(HLD (LPSITEIT6IT HEMEVAUBHLD UAUTT. D6l FLOTHTEN BHeUTeTHD (Justice
of the Peace) 2 sitenm.

2002 (& Hsv 2017 euedy “Heouoswil” LGS flenaulss pffugrsad, iusHHflendsenul
Geueuio . .Lfeomisr  Wgwim  eGL L  (Freelanka Media Ltd) ®mieussrddes
uenflLLmenyreed RmbaTT. 1976 (pgHev 2002 sueny “dleusyen , 6.s160.d.6160. (ANCL)
HD GeuefuiGsst, "Semden” epFflwiy T b pauisuBpled 2am_saluieomsnyTaa|id,
CFuwig) pANwgTEaD, WoTemwdHHier UFFWgTEad Lswllwrmnd e

frisemd, SO, BB AW apediyl  GoTPHSHEHEGID  LITTTEHLO6TNS
QumPQuwiTLiLTeNITHaD  SMbHH ey, udHe] Gumdp  FeHHwllyimenr
QTPEOUWITLILTENHID  SLEUT].

S| Uy elhEHIBmeT  CeusiimlsenTy  DeuBpiled, 2 _selulellsy  FmbHE
elemhiGUaTEEhHSTE  25-0ukh  al;adl  olpreilsd  eUmIBHLILL  eITDBT6T
FTHMUITETT NHBHID DL BIGLD.
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Mr. N. M. Ameen, Veteran journalist, editor, and media professional with over
four decades of experience in journalism, editorial leadership, parliamentary
communication, and community engagement. He upholds the promotion of accurate
media representation, interfaith dialogue, and public service while upholding ethical
journalism standards.

Mr. Ameen, besides his many academic qualifications is a representative of the
Palestine International Forum for Media and Communication (Tawasol), a member
of the Board of Directors of the Press Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka
(PCCSL), Coordinator, South Asia Free Media Associations (SAFMA), President,
Muslim Council of Sri Lanka (MCSL), Working Committee Member, Sri Lanka
Working Journalists Association, founder Secretary & former President, Sri Lanka
Muslim Media Forum and former Secretary & President, All Ceylon Union of
Muslim League Youth Fronts. He is the recipient of Justice of the Peace.

He was the Editor of the Navamani newspaper and Director of Freelanka Media
Ltd., publishers of the newspaper from 2002 to 2017. He was also a journalist, News
Editor and Managing Editor of Thinakaran, ANCL Tamil Publications and Dinamina
Editorial from 1976 to 2002. He has also been the Parliamentary Interpreter for all
three languages Sinhala/Tamil/Sinhala and is a sworn translator.

He has won several awards and among them are the Lifetime Achievement Award at
the 25th Edition of the Journalism Awards for Excellence. .
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Mr. Indika Sakalasooriya
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B Comed alilme, §Es edectome, ImBRD wdbAMB ) Sy GRS
D0 OB Y esved Dnidm wH Ev GDIS w» Dedwrw dew
Db BERO @y 13edin® Bw. LiuEHS §EB CYLE, @CHD Demd ww 3wy
20080 DD B @em BO® DS D(@@OHs’ add, emICRO Do
BEe® ©OG® wH DadBw @Dl D1RDdHs’ wewr Yed ewdw Dednns’
00 ¢ DrIdm B6. @y LSO v @dgce’ By wi@idmenny O gnd
P oy Gudn e¢lned®ned g Besens.

€ ®in Bednenss ©wd, @u3tm Onm DEOE @rn ©wH ©llmEd Bedywd
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Ceu1g) Cxafliyll uenllseEndsToad QHTIHeOFT] GUT BH S L BISHEHHHTHND
Sl QeuelibTBHEHEGHID  OFImleTenTy SeuBpslsd  FJeumHaF  HBIewiwl  HHwID
(IMF), 2 v eam&, A olelmss amd (ADB)  oysuisnBpi ermeor
BapFHH S LRIGEDHD D_BGD. dal] FJalbha Hrewil HHubHer GLsLBeTag
W ALGHer  (psiieumet  LKRGHBUTONT  eTeiLFHIL 60T, DACfleEs  Ceuaflmseys
HeMBHNGHH6  FJeuHad UTTemeuITeNT Hwevenodgland &L sHHer (IVLP)
(psireumell LmIGsSBUTENHID Seuy.

SIFFH ool sl usluller Lleteny, Seu] 2l Led o261 &HiD WBBID CQUITL &Tervl
BleomHE rdlerTy. sBEUTHI GuTmenTHTY, DFdulsy, Fapsll LIFFHenardsen Glhs
BH6VHHIMTUWITL 60H6MeTEH  CaTemiL  LIFLIeVIDTET  aUTIThHHI QUITL STl BlopdFfenul
BLHSH  UBHAUBHO  pevld, GUITHIDEHeT6eT  SUFIHHIGGTW il WInhISEHL 63T 60T
HI0GH FOUTL LS OHTLTamry. Gevid, 2em_seilulsd, 1L 60 HMHOFTEV6V6D,
o _6G6NLbdH 2 _(HTHHID PHUWDBITEL HIDHGH6NTEN  iDILNIGHMBLI  LILeTIBHS,
ewBeomumuidh CHTLIUTL 60 Hiewmulewd LeniWTBBISBTT.

Mr. Indika Sakalasooriya is a communications professional and former journalist
with over 15 years of experience in business and financial journalism. He began
his career in print journalism at The Nation before joining the Daily Mirror, where
he served as Business Editor for over 12 years, leading the newspaper's business
desk. During his tenure, he played a key role in breaking several major business and
financial stories, while covering Sri Lanka's economy, financial markets, corporate
developments, and public policy. His work also took him overseas for reporting
assignments and professional development programmes, including engagements
with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, and Asian Development
Bank (ADB). He is a former IMF Fellow and an alumnus of the US State Department's
International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP).

Following his career in print journalism, Indika moved into digital media and
podcasting. He currently hosts a popular weekly podcast featuring discussions on
economic, political, and social issues, continuing his engagement with matters
of public interest. He now works in strategic communications, drawing on his
experience in journalism, digital storytelling, and content development.
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2QuBBOIB e WOED DB . ¥y DCHh IO emced EmensiBedis
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alWITelhdh  HUFBIB, Sl  LeLHMmeVBBINHHSH  CQalgdFer  CHTLJUTL 60
slempuied Oeigger GaTLuTLed FGyagL  elfleemywirenymasll  UsmlwmBBIsIBTT.
BILIQe  (peitevrentl  DiFflulsd LSS fenssefllsd @eiiprer “oiHs” UbHSHfensuisd
CeuniHwmenyred Hogl Lsnlenwld QHTLmdSemy. L) s QHTenevdbsm &
ameowiswwliumer  I[TN  @s0 Gauig) o fflugnseyd  Swmfliurenyreean
LieooT WITmBnsl6vrTy.
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Ceou@gen OHTLIUTLEI6L (PHeL UGLILF FHABls Semeoomenil UL  GuBs
66T  LISVBHMVEBIDBHH60 SenemibdH 6T, 25 PIBHEHIHGHD BosvTsd
OHTLIUTL6D BEID 261 _&d HBenHH6NT  Hlempulsd LemlwrBpl  sumamry. 2009
S0 euIH, RevmInNBUTE M5 o flenwmemieniou|ld &LUHF FITLD  6T6TLMS
MLOWIOTES Qaremi haeiomenil L' L gmg (MPhil) Blensey OFuisry. 2005 sy
e Sbawen Gedrerogl w0 wred sbugelCsagenr (IIMC) Bimieusndaso
NelmHF 2 sH6luwieled (P HIGHme 1QLIGMTION HBMHMWIL LLJHEH OFUISHT].

2018 (wpHsv 2021 eueny HONMSNL LISVBHMEVHBLOBHHH6I GIHTLFUTL 60 LOBBILD 26 gHLI
fleler  wewiliLmenyresll  UsmlwmBpiul ey, OeuEgFen  GHTLTUTL 60  Hiewmuled
(LpETTENITET  HeEmeVAU(HLD (2022-2025) Sy,6uMiy.

HLOGH| HEWIL LISRTI&BTEVD (LP(IQAISID, 61L& eUF60THl, HFFUIsd CHTLTUTL 60, 261 H
Cameiens PFW el Wkiseied (pdHawTer S Bengssnen  Gsusiuil (BHeitemm.
Qevmienauisn CHFul o &H CETeTmHML aImIbhdH L) 2 6Tl L Lsv Cxdlw
L HAevren Beurgenaill Lienflaberiled alsmeurengmaad FGIagl  He0alWTem]TEHea|D
LI 61T HGHI6TTeNIT .

Mr. Wijayananda Rupasinghe is a Senior Lecturer in Mass Communication at the
Department of Mass Communication, University of Kelaniya. He began his career
as a staff reporter at Aththa Newspaper, one of the country’s leading political
newspapers. Later, he worked as a News Editor and Producer at ITN, the state-
owned television network.

After completing his BA (Hons) in Mass Communication with a first class, he joined
the university and has worked in the field of Communication and Media Studies
for over 25 years. In 2009, he completed his MPhil, focusing on media ownership
and partisanship in Sri Lanka. He followed a postgraduate diploma in Development
Journalism at the Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC) in 2005.

He served as the Director of the Communication and Media Unit of the University
of Kelaniya from 2018 to 2021 and is the former Head of the Department of Mass
Communication (2022-2025).

Additionally, key articles on media history, political communication and media
policy have been published by him throughout his extensive career. He has also
contributed as a resource person and senior academic in various national-level
consultancies, including the committee drafting Sri Lanka’s national media policy.
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oa_gailweomsny  cpsiml  Gompseilsud  elmaisamen  CeusimIenenT] 66Tl
aPfeiuglsd  BOHT G OCUmML QFBTETHBH. Deu] HBH  HEWoLILH
Caryalad FmbaH elenmSe]. SmsHHmend By CaleNBTHHEHHEGWD  LILIGID
Qeuimmy, apeiim GomPseflsud Gumiigll Lfleseflsd LRIBEBMBSH P6OD Hengl
QumPuwirepsowenuwiujd  CelefiiubBshaermy. @bs WEWTY  26m_&HeiluleoTenhad
610G QUTLDHSHIFH6NT.

Reire)] alHHIBMeT GURBID DieNETaIHBHGD HTD AITDSHHIGmeNS CgfelldHalGmmib.
o6m_sailweorenise LB CuTLipuiGd BTH wepsugiorsr @B mopealsd BrigGeiT
Caupplwnenysentes 2 mOeuboHaleneiiaer. FpbHaugsst Ceumpd  CUBBTEID,
OpBmeHITET QT TD G HMSUD ApIBID G GHmBHUD CLBBaITHM6T HH]T
& 5&HF Freiml elmaisen (Merit Awards) cpeold DBISHFHSHIGTETH.

QITFHTH6T  USHHflenddemen albhHdH GSewewilD, Fepd 261 HhiHeT  GLTeis
A L60 HeMbisemend CHIHOGHBIILIHTE, cpsiiml  Gomfseaiad 2 6iem  &Lomy
usbEIt urgiouflu Quflw Seeleomsr LIGSFlensde 2025, 2026 y&Hlul D ewIBHE6MN0
Al Oul Gell Ler  eTedilghl  GWFone  QFiidHur@d. 192l Led  ybSTidlienu
FS1EGIIgHGID Hmer Camewi_enal oI BO 61ehdusiTene. (pHemBHUI 6u0T1(HEH6MN60
galljorel uRGsBE AbsF uHHlflmosdl Bbs UMB STHH GBS,
Ssheumeningsd  FBLIL] 261 HaNLIIEETH 261 & all(HHIFHM6T  UPRIGLD  RNHG(AD
Heuenev G flellbamal.

aeemild,  apLul L uGHHflensseienr o selwieorenysel Omhe,  Dnel
AL UGaISBE&  (WeIL  Fojlnildsiul L v ugeyssmen  BTD  GQUBGMTID.
BBt Gaupflmisellsd Gausmev GQUBBIEIL L v 2a1_HelluleoTenHei, Hnib6I
yaow Oeuefluibams cpeuld LHeybenensF FOJULNSSeT. o6 & allmaHiselsn @
UGHWTE Smbd GouewiBd 6163  AeuTHelel o mIFIUT mL  [BTD 2_61Iomy
10 & GmIID.
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rgdlueliiirs @evsuriosd, Q6N 2am_&elluleTsnaeiT 2o & el (haHigbeTsd L BT
URIBasBBeNHBU  HBBOTH6T Hewieny. BbdH UWB BHIPHE OTHTSHSH 6 ]
DFHBH HaualD OFaISHSILILIQMUILmSWD HOIPL LTfle) HBHOITH6T H6l6 &HIH6].

ugdemebal  Lflaseilsad  SHwLsHh uFHed  AHEUNSTOTE  BmHbHELTHeID,
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Sevevgl UsHflens opfflugset ghis 2 piinler@rr enasGuimidl L ellewsremnril
el UeuBpliuL CausmiBD sTeLmSUID BB e1edu|BIsHeHIsIGBID. HienBd
HMELAITHENMT6L FraimeldbaliLl L UFHe|sHeT 6JBmIsolsmeiTemILIL DTl L.

IFb eremtenilbensuievnsr Ligalmsenen Fjo@d Lfleuten fmba HUBenFuITer hameot
o urel  elCeujsHenr ey, CHIHOHBHBIILLL  Hweollseflsd  LLGauBI
QUMBMIDB6IT B\ ([HHH, GLIHLDLITEOTEN LIF6NH6T ITHSHDHHHHHMAUITS  E([HHIH60.
SpEidlev GomPll flelsd eubd @ LB, FBBIFFRLLL LTNfeydhE DL IQHBHSHT60
Ceumpl  CUIBSIHEHBHDHIBLD.

aemngest  Fppbd  ubSwnenmbster  Ll.e.  FpfleugHen oAt  Dlene@mmed
Oxpefaurs aemIUEBIGSLILLIQMHHSID, SDWemBuid FoJllieasiul Labpsled Hplids
&L BmIHEnD FUISHS HEMISGHHEHD RbHbHen. SmUlanid, miasoll Llflelso
Ceuppl GuBB LHe FBOLTE BBHSSI-

L6 UeT(HEB6TTS, SHeugen Fmbs urugiysd Gauig) (Scoop ofthe Year) aeflpaidbaoment
LFH OB DIH6T DIeNe)|CHTNHEHDH GHMBATHE QR HHHINHIHO. DlbH D6eNe|GHT6v,
Weierem oam_smisenen elGFL GFuigh)” (breaking news) Mensvsnuld SHTewIQUI
BIHwHE CHIBHBLH. BbdH Wb, UGhs sFrFmssaiu @m; ellwbdlen
aenI&Fd @Nlebd Hoidl LIHH0Ws DN HmEHBTH HOID 201 HHMHF BFhd
QM 2oL Helweorsny Rbd elmend GCleueimi.

Levearmule)y oer_seillwlsomeny LNfleled, dmhisen DBHBID Dmidle0 2a1_snhiseried Geumns
CuUBBEITHEBHD HGHHF FTeaiml ellhH CLBBaTHEHLD, CHFAW (PHHWSHHIOID auTUIHSH
W&GbHS uguriurer oo HnsHHemen  GeleilbOsTamaiglsy 10edh  lemlld e 6
QFWeOUL L HThd  SemILMSIWLILL L 6.  DieNjHeme  DehdTdh GFuighlulsney  [HITD
umym’BaGmmib.

WS BTN  DewTgel  FBHH 261 HalleoTenhbETen  Gojelsr 19
fesvaur  oNBEH, PRFL 260 HHHNBHH RBHLOAHTHSH BHTHOHBHHBLILIL L .
ueniufedt  OHTLTFHSHHMMID,  DYIPIDTET  HENHHENET 2 [(HOUTHESII  L|eV6TTU 6]
alLmupwBd, Fepshded HTHHD CFSHSHID CHFAW (PEHEBWHHIND auTUIHSH
AL WHBIGMeTF QFUIAWTHAUWHID HPAUIBBISHTES Rl IPBIGLILIL LS. LIg6)|H6I
LSS HBHAMOUID  SHFPD  OBTemighbeHer. HOD o sHmHF CFJhsd @
261 HNITEN(HBGHH HGHIHF FTeml al(HEH IPHIGLILIL L Gl

@enid  261_HIWITENT RHAUBEHEG 2 HNHOHTmHMUW QIWBIGL @CF Lifleurer
OLendled Lifled elmens, Bbsd smger HAmbhsH (Wb o seilwsomsnCy
Geuetipry. oam_&eilulelsd DeUTH  HoNITH AFULERIIL, DU 6T WIUBMBTEL
101 (BLDSVBVTIDEY, HEVMEHI HMHMUILT QUBB eleHHHTevId Geuefliiul L gl

Cuyrdflwiy emdeoraFud) eNhaibHTen  FOFULINILSNT6D psipfled, HHeIed DIPIUD
o flomwsd FLLHmP (RTD) vwsiuGsasd &ie Csrmd wpwid Geusfiiiu L g
AUIDID, @ UH6Y HBaIL VWD 2 FleDlo  6T6IBI60  6T6060  6TENLIGHBEBTE
elenebsonsg 1L BOW RmHbHSHI
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fbs  algaumwlilmLW UsHfms, DiHer ChisHd), OHefleurer a&rlduleniolil,
QTFlIHE 2 _HaD HIENEH HMEULILIBEDHL T Fnlgll Libd DL S ULIIBBITEL
Sl BeBEHl. QFUILHBEHEGHE GHMBHS (PHBHWHSHIOD DeME@GD LGHHFenasme,
DIHBLOTE  QUETITEWILI  LIWLGTUT(HLD, 6UeDIHemeV, @allimidber, Wslouflu UL migeiT
6160 LI BMIBeMeT  Qh([HBBIQUITES BIFULaISID gBUBSHSHID Hhend 2 _6wi(HD 6T6Mm
BIOLbensuL 6T @& CHIHOHBHBLILIL L FHI.

GHHTHMID  wBBID  euewlsd, BFHO  flemeisd OmHeieumsr  Ceumpluimenyael
G BHHHEMT. UM,  ellememuTl (B, Le»SIULL 2 gselweonsny, GselFdeHdys
BHMEVEHT M (HEHIBEHBHTEN LIGHR|H6NT H6eNBlevalTHmabll L1JaUedsbsaleosmsv.

RbH ey mBSeod  wBpiId  Frsenl  Lfleyseflsd  uSHeymerilen  Hb
GMBHHBULS Cpalaursd C5fbss. @65 uHey Lo Lifleysende, GLEBDUTID
FHoupren Lfle)send@ A@IILNULL &, o Bifewrullebaiiul L 6l6ureudenduileomer
UFeBmeNbdnl F BFJhHalevemsn. HmL @WmbaID, Hev udeyser “Cxetal-Lgled”
allg6iled  DIMLOHI) (HibSH60T.

Bbs emih bhHouT Gupalsd Hm.CuFdl guwisien (aUTDBT6T FTHeneIITeN el
Qummeuy), &Hm. elmwinenbd MmHUABIS, Hm. Hevd Gmell L LWILTY (ITRHT6
Fngemenwimeny olhal CUBBeIT), . 6T6i6ID. DB  (QUTIDHTET  FTHENEUITEI]
almal  QuBmeuy), &Hwm. aifesHd  HTUTEOFMIBID  (AITIDHTET  FTHENETUWITEIN]
almal GuBmeauy), &Hwm. Cwrer Bagrjwer, Hm. RbHd FoeogHflul oGy
AL 1bOILIBBEDIT.

bl uenilenw  CBOBTETOISHBHTES  HDIH — MeUGHLILLL  HIDLIGMBHE
o] & B Osflellugi e, usHflens pFfwFseT FRIBUPD EeVmIMNSD
uSFfend OBHTUMI(PL SILMHIBSW  2025-41D  PeIBHBETR 261 & el [HEHIH61T 60
Denenid GHUalT Bemewidh HMEVaIHHGHD 2 BILILIQITHEHHEGID DieUTH6T ST IQUl
BIDLNHeNBHBTH BN FanBldBEHI.

18 ueWI(BH6eNTE QRIS enemILTengTal LenilwmBp su@m ushadflend (psumrm (b
amemb@Gpelst  Lystenr  BHenpGaump  oiHamfl  Hm. &Gy CQrmdeyl GO
SIIH HFUUENIILOGS UsnIWTENTHEHID QIPBIEL  UHTGEGID BID  OH|D
BTN WeIT 6. e GBI Bl e WHUT BU LswlulerCurgl waHul o swieb
FBBIETTIRHEHID UPBIGLILL LG 6oH@G GUflEID o sHeluigl.

TredeT ey Gammedt

gmeval], BhaT &W,
fmps 2 selwigbsTar o & ellheHissT 2025
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Report of the Panel of Judges — Print media

The Panel of Judges is proud to announce that for the first time in the history of
Journalism Awards for Excellence, a single journalist carries away awards in all
three languages. He displayed excellence in his choice of subjects, travelling even
overseas in search of stories and demonstrated linguistic command by entering
categories in all three languages. Our congratulations to the trilingual journalist.

We also extend congratulations to all those receiving awards tonight. You have
emerged winners at the only islandwide event contested by journalists. While the
best won, the Panel recognised those who came a close second, and even third, with
Merit Awards.

The dismal news is that with readers choosing digital platforms such as the internet
and social media over newspapers, around ten traditional broadsheet newspapers
across all three languages, have closed during the course of 2025 and 2026. Only
those capable of withstanding the digital onslaught are surviving. This year's
Journalism Awards for Excellence therefore, regrets the absence of these newspapers
that participated actively in the previous years.

We did, however, receive some entries from journalists of the now-defunct
newspapers, submitted prior to the fold-up. Some journalists who had already found
employment elsewhere made their submissions through their new publications. We
truly appreciate their determination to be part of the Journalism Awards.

A positive development however was visible in the Tamil stream. Instead of a
reflection of the bleak picture, what the judges witnessed instead was a positive
development with young journalists participating in large numbers in the Journalism
Awards. Judges of the Tamil stream also observed a greater focus this year on the
Eastern Province.

Although the response across the fifteen categories was satisfactory, it was
disappointing that, despite repeated reminders in our reports and in the trilingual
brochures sent to newspapers months in advance setting out the guidelines, many
entrants failed to comply with the stipulated criteria. We therefore repeat once again
that the guidance of the Editor is compulsory to ensure that each application is
directed to the appropriate category and that the guidelines, application form signed
by the Editor or a Member of the Editors' Guild is adhered to. Submissions certified
by Sectoral Heads are not accepted.

In the Upali Wijewardene Award for the Best Feature Writer, the category that draws
the highest number of entries, there was variation in the subjects chosen, and most
submissions were readable. One entry in the English medium could well have been
a winner had it been directed to the Environment category.
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Although the criterion for the B.A. Siriwardene Columnist of the Year is clearly
defined, once again among the submissions were feature articles and news items.
The winning entry in the English medium was nonetheless outstanding.

For many years, submissions to the Scoop of the Year award fell short of its criterion,
which calls for a standard surpassing the "breaking news" level of the electronic
media. This year, a journalist of the Tamil media succeeded in winning the award for
his exclusive report on the development of a highly controversial issue.

The winners and Merit Award winners in the Investigative Journalist category, in
both the Sinhala and English media, were found to be very daring in the exposure
of some of the most explosive stories of national importance. We commend their
fearless reporting.

The winner of the prime award, the Mervyn de Silva Journalist of the year was
unanimously selected from the English media. It was given for consistency of work,
for investigative persistence resulting in in-depth stories and for covering issues of
national importance with an impact on society. The submissions had variety and
quality. A Merit Award was awarded to a journalist of the Tamil media.

The only category, the Denzil Peiris Award which offers a scholarship to a young
journalist who shows an impressive potential in journalism, was won by this year's
outstanding trilingual journalist. His unwavering commitment to journalism was
revealed not by what he wrote alone but by the way he got his story.

The use of RTI was in evidence in three of the submissions in the Professor
Kailasapathy Award which calls for redress through the RTI. One entry however
was simply an explanation of what the RTT is.

The Best Designed Newspaper stood out for its neatness, clear display and layout
with sub-heads that aided readability. It was chosen in the hope that the message will
reach those newspapers that give less focus to news, will recognise the harm done
by excessive use of colour and the overcrowding of pages with graphics, artwork
and outsized pictures.

The Healthcare and the Business and Finance categories produced clear winners.
Entries for the Sports, Photo Journalist and the Cartoonist’s Awards, however, were
not reflective of the ground level situation.

A drop in the quality of entries was in clear evidence in the English and Sinhala
streams this year. The same entry was often sent to several categories, frequently
the wrong ones while some even failed to include the stipulated number in their
submissions. And despite the prohibition, some entries were "question-and-answer"
based.

This year, the Panel of Judges included Mr. Percy Jayamanna, (Lifetime Achievement
Award Winner) Mr. Wijayananda Rupasinghe, Mr. Tilak Kuruwita Bandara,
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(Lifetime Achievement Award Winner) Mr. N.M. Ameen, (Lifetime Achievement

Award Winner) Mr. Veeragathy Thanabalasingham, (Lifetime Achievement Award
winner) Mr. Dion Schorman and Mr. Indika Sakalasuriya.

The Panel wishes to extend its gratitude for the trust placed in it to carry out its task
and would like to thank the Joint Chairman and Members of the Joint Committee for
the Journalism Awards 2025, comprising the Editors' Guild and the Sri Lanka Press
Institute for the confidence placed in them.

We also greatly appreciate the logistical support given by Mr. Sukumar Rockwood,
Chief Executive Officer of the Press Complaints Commission who for 18 years has
been serving as Convener along with his committed staff. The provision of lunch and
refreshments sustained us through the long hours of judging.

Rajitha Weerakoon
Chairperson/Panel of Judges,
Journalism Awards for Excellence 2025
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Mr. Kanishka Sugathadasa
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HM6QH GHRHHTF ReVhINBUIL 2 6ilem  (psiianenll  HBeusL  OHTHEOBI LI
ABeurFemend sbuefulel BFeurall UslIUTenTeuTy. (Weiemenl eujdHsHs eumeniiL
BBIITHIGEHHEBTE  HBaIO QHTHOBEIL L faT Led  BBId  BeoTFenend
Slempuied 46 euBL HTeL DiILNHMS @euf CUBBITENT.

Rl Revkiensd  Hewllell  OBHTIPEOEI LIOTWIEOTEN] — FRISHHET Db dHSHeIHLD
(CSSL), (webreormelt  QUITHEOTENHLOTOUTT. SHewdbHTUle)] &L BULTL (B  HBIe6d g6
DIBISHFSBBUILULL  HMHBTUINITENHID  MHHW  HOWfldasT  BpId  Eevkiensd
Hewenuien semevauld ISACA e yelld  DIBISSHSHBLOTEUTT. DHSHIL 65T 838Ul
QTFAWSHHe  FOT  HEMBBTUIS|  (LPBHTMOHBHIN  HBIOINHHE  DhISBSHHN(BLD,
fllomr Gevmienad FHemeulell HeWIL &ML 2 L &) NBISHHAUTTHD RHHBHIGTENT].
RsaImBuied BGuwsud UF enFHellsd 2wy Heweouled FHHwemL b HILGCHTH,
QBIAVTHMS — HONMIDTHDH QBT Lisv  alfhdHd CFwBUTL B BiBeenmhiseameid
SIMIBHSHHINID  OLIBBIGTETTT.

@BIB6VTH 6T 6VETL 60T LILBMeVSHHISHH 6T GHuiledr ol &evsumflufest ailshehTemomemni
Apiy  UlLSHL  (WpHeUMTD  FHIHFHO  FHHWMLHAGULCHTH, GsLIfl
LVBMeVBHIPBHEH T UL BB Hevall UL SHMSHWD Henme| GFUIGeTenT). 6r0f
MUWRITHILT  LIsUBMEVHHINBHH6 LI L BoBosval elenlles  Bijeaurs  Bmielerd e
Siflell  DCFTHCLIFH DRIBHHAUTTHAD HBaUsL OHTNOBHI L HLbLeUNL
sasHHTFoN0  CuBurTenelulss &S oiGeorsemen  eufBTL L0  Hlempulsd 25
QUL MIBEHGE CUBUl L Jiueibmd CuBpleTen Sei] elenlle aumaser, B
BRIIHIGT, STIUBIS , 2 BUHEH MBHOHTH HewB, SLILIOSHINB  LOBBID
26ML_HID  6T6HIHBI LD  HIEDBH6IMED  HeWIL  HTL  DILIGHMBHUD  Dipfleneuu|id
QuBBIeTeTeNID G &HHDHHHI.

Mr. Kanishka Sugathadasa is the Managing Director of IT Advisors (Private)
Limited, a leading IT Consulting Firm. He is an experienced IT Professional with
over 46 years of experience in the IT field as IT Manager of leading Commercial
Organisations and as an IT Consultant.

Kanishka is a Fellow of the Computer Society of Sri Lanka (CSSL), and a former
Council Member and Treasurer of the CSSL. He is a Certified Information Systems
Auditor (CISA) of the Information Systems Audit and Control Association (ISACA),
USA and a former Sri Lanka Chapter President and a Platinum Member of ISACA.
He is an ACMA of CIMA (UK) the global management accounting institute, of
which he had served on several subcommittees of the CIMA Sri Lanka Division.
He is an associate member of the Business Continuity Institute (UK) and has a merit
pass in the Certificate of the BCIL.

He holds a First-Class Honours B.Sc. (Hons.) from Queen Mary College, University
of London in Computer Science, and the Master of Advanced Study from the
University of Cambridge. He also has the Post Graduate Diploma in Business
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S,
Administration from the Post Graduate Institute of Management (PIM) University of
Sri Jayawardenepura of which he has served in the Alumni Association Committee.
Under the management of Mr. Sugathadasa IT Advisors (Private) Limited has for the
last 25 years guided various firms in various industries in the effective and efficient
use of IT: Garments, Healthcare, Hotels, Construction, Banking - Corporate, Retail,
Savings and Merchant Banking, Finance Companies, Insurance, Manufacturing
Industries, Trading, Small Business, Shipping, Media & Education etc.
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almBIBEG BOTTE Lslwmmbs maIbHTBG H6H SmevliuGHulsd SmbEH Foor
AfHHS elwmury gl (Bmey sejeidlelsn  “Udlemerd eoLmy Coumyl”  @peler
SIBBHHAUTTEND BBHS UGNIS GBI HHBES!.

Professor, Brittany Université, UK, Former Dean of the Faculty of Information
Technology, AUC, Senior Lecturer Postgraduate Institute of Management, University
of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sabaragamuwa University, Open University of Sri Lanka,
Author, Trainer of Microsoft Unlimited Potential Project, Authored several IT text
books & user guides. Served as a board member of an IT professionals council and
is a member of several international IT & engineering bodies.

Counts over 35 years of experience in the Information Technology profession, and
over 25 years in training/consultancies. Currently serves as an honorary Judge to the
'National Best Software Quality Awards' (NBQSA) BCS from 2014, an annual event
to select the best software products within Universities and the IT industry and to
'Business Star Awards' of the Sri Lanka China Business Corporation Council since
2014.
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S560n @giEed OHBoNd - NVunD OGS

“B2@101 DRG0 @@ - 2025 @IC® B1CHODITens gy B¥O eOR adddw”
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DBews o ©Ew ¢ ©B FBDer® BLeien @E8us & 5a&s.
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" §ERIQOD IOB0 BEODHO 0085 @000 PSS ©wdn® 0 seB8®
RBFsencs Se.

8560n giEed Fbetw:

= 30603® @80 18 @dan o, s8Remuied ¢dlime dt e@DEdD
88 gD DOFeRBED »dn we DeE.

* Oben woewldmn #1® e @ B1EHPDOwmE BSOS DELMG BE GRE.

" 008 8 =8BE®@IO D& B8d® Do @ro.

enet e, O ec®g GOias edd ¢hdun GO e 3lDGE® BowE @i @B
908000 EObmme BEe® swgm® 87 @m0, do DBRDG Oewmced ¢ed®d
CHY gRoesSwe DBLDES.

GFOODE SBRBDNEBSI:

" 008 aRdud yObme BERO gdas @0 Dt BOIIBOR ¢#18 aFBOG
23x%® (Newsworthiness) D¢o=3 Bes.

" eend e0R gld O» Y FOBBWES emeds @dime ©wd eI
s8RE®w@0 emidy ®RO0 8edm ecs ¥OP SndE 98bas »C Byes.
OBEOs ©eRieed acnes Jod, O YOBw emeds edime ewl B8
Do RO8.

" 3@ 8o O @DENedEE wi@ims EBmd B8 ©3N ¢ dBews eiens
008 gdBOE ges ©J B3, gr® 00d add »® DbinimcOs ERI®
B0 ‘cear® 5o 0858 ewi Bosimiewns’ edd gdded widmBm
D3 g1. 0® e¢m® YrowRe dELmes’ ed.

©c® dBewd e @E8us’ BEE

9081 BP0en® @E8uns’ wd Bg dBews 25 O 18 y@iewwks ¢pds’ 48 "e®vic®
BBewri mon” #1ed00 = megg.

9t0e) g Bfen) BERE roed HOwsa:

* 5Bewidn »Iee 88y 3 »O D& @8 So gr®; DPePIS O T8 B
DHOVBeS 53D (B & 8. gro® DDewd 8By 45 O D& &y S,

* JO0 30 D3B8 gy Bo gy @nd S FDICVLODED ¢HWED
Bdesemds D @o. ¢ 08 0@ @ 0 dbme S8®0
S e "GO wy "©ndn waem” dBewd Se. o D35 @S
% @B gDICLEODEO amME ©20m 20 »@ Be dBewl 8 o »egd.

" g ® D g0 eng oo BEon (s ©00e® wrRwE ©®en
aes O@wdons’ (talk shows) Se.

" G 8O0 gdas acws B8R SER ©wy HBOYE ¢ledidwes w8md O
DI1enS emEdB GDIDG e BE G ©d.
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BHaIT Gipalar AIWbamsd — Somanuail) usSifasser

261_SHelWIIGET P eldaisehsen 2025 (Journalism Awards for Excellence
2025) #Ampbsd  eugeusnioll] OQsmemi  OFuld)  @Qemswiwigemd®  Lflelled, BT g6t
usLBauml UGHHMIMmbBHID Hhisen, SWOp BBID wSe0  ComPF  Caulg)
o61_FHHIG6MN6I EQem6emTUIgSHehIG6T 6)l6uTenrlILNg S HHHe. SIdepeiiml GLomdleenemu b
Cxybd Lev (pedtenmenll QFUISH 2e1_smiHeT SFHe0 LBICHBBe. HTOswmeMll LNfleleid
@besiiy ComPaeMelbEHID LenL L6 FLoFULIGSUILL 1 HHIH60.

beHd G, Bmewiwalf LSHfMBHEHEETH QOTHSID 8 EenewILISSHETHRISNENT
pHNIG  CFumsdl BaH  (WPHOBHW YWD  BTLIGEVID  GemBeITe
6TeuTenl| HeNBUITGID. @FHlev 2 FAmiben LSS fendset, 3 HOD UHHFenSHHeT LOBBID
3 ymEenF  usFHflenssal bl eleweniumbigeT  GuUBLILIL L6  SmULTemID,
elentent I HHalTHeren  slemtentdbemad, Eenemiiihdled SUInIGID LG Flendaer e
cTewTenllbendemul ol db  GHemmauTsBel 2 eaitengl.  sle@eal,  ellewenrl LN ILIAIT &6 6T
6TeusTenl| Bl AHBFILSBEHTH, bH LSS FendHeEmL 6 Renemibdhl GFuwisOLIL &
CapremeuuITen L OIIQHMBHMET 61(HéEGIOTRI BIHIG6T LflhaienydalGmmiD.

SomanuubSaBIS6 araiamm) WG agunuiud Lar.

0] G\ EmETOTLLIG H6VTLD (PSHEIENLOWITE 266N 5B HMSLI OUEBINIHBHTHL
LWSTUBRSSLILGEBSH. DUH6 suigeusnloliBL 2 6oL SHHme aTdlhes SHITem BB BSHI.
H6V6V 2_6ITENL_&HID E(HHHID, LWGTLGEHSHSH SHIQeoms allh6FavlddHs0 IFdH EmHbHT60,
IDHEHET DbDH SRMNIUIGSHNHMBL LWTLGSHSHIONNS BBISHHelBaITTast. 2o THLD
HMID, UTFH] QFUIHBMENLI  LIgHHaD LGHeveMbaald 2 Ha@nBg, Geibd
eIl L mibsslT  SibHF COFlIHdEE& @i UHW SeuiGammlLSHms el sl eme.
QWEMUIHHNMHNSH NDTATH SIS DNEIDHIILIGHTED, DAFH6 CFwisoUTt (hd Smedr
(PSHSUILDTEII].

SN PHGH LSTUGSSILGLD 2H3H1 Slema)|BHTEHBET:

" 9 GIT6NML_&HHLID,

= o1 THD HET6NLD,

= U LemLILL . 0FaIH 60,
= QFweoLIT(H LoBmID

= ST aIgaInIoliL]

BGaTH6T HaTaIBLD GMDUTGHM6TD HEDILMHBOIT:

= o0 SIS HNMBIB6T GLoHINITHECa RUIKIESET SdhHemeBUl Bl HILOSLD,
LISV H6T Db RenenTiHHeNHmBLI LBoHHellchd 66l EdHddnm BID.

= Flov OFUIFBHET LIPSHIDWLITETENIULITERLD, HTEUTIFHITEIENIUITHAD  E([HHH60.

" LWETT&H6IT SHSHHIHM6NL LS THHIOHT6TEHID aIFEHeT Ee0en60.

" QFUIRHNBEHHGHDH SHlewenuTes S mbs Calswgul HTOemTefEe Esvemsd S HbS
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= flov HTOemTellBEnD QFUISNS HeeNd GCBHTRILMHAUUITS E060MD60, CeuBID

alembLymhiseTHEBa  @mba . Bsud, oo HTGwITaTNGmeT  LiTFeneuuiL
(PIRWIRT6LEM6V

" FUpS 26TL_HMHIHEHL TN EeN6milIL] (LPIPsHLOWITS E606Em6V.
" By P QFUIHBMEN, DS (P60 USTTHMBS GBIULILTIOE0 DB

Geueui(pamev (Plagiarism)

BHGTHET LfbSHIET

= QU@WTETD  FL(BoSHBE& eNembUTD  SieudWIDTeITeVID, LIWeTHeMe  &HealeD

HeHmrioed HHHGID aImHUTled id MGasSHHIL 61 LWeTLUGHSILL  Calewr(BLD.

" ouemTenidh S LMIBT 2 UL, @enemiibdHen  algalsniolll]  GibLfSHSUILL

Bouemi(HLd.
EWEMTUISHSHENHIGET LW HEHHE GosId 6TeMeTall  LWTUBHSHHIQUISHTS
Ambs Ceuewi(HLd.

Soudoid, @6 L uHFHms SMMUSHNHHD, JibH SMEMILSH6TLD
(PWRAIMBUD FRIHETD DsLeVHI YRBVHHBEG CLTHOLWTHSGHD a1Fd SHHHH
Bzewen BHauTHeT LTFT. BHGFW (LpeiTGaBBLOTES  H(HF 6.

2 AT HBHMSLI ALITWIEHBHEIENT

BDDMSHHEMBIBET  6Tend  (WeitellemsvliLi(hdrd  all@poLler  sielensd e,
CruIBsefe (WoHBwHHRIG (newsworthiness) (LPHeemDWITGS HHBLILILL HI.
Gu@bUTeVTEN  @ememLGHSHeNHIBST @B @ OQFUIHUNL (B  Heued
CFaHHToen, L  OFUIANBeTN6T  OBHTGLMUS  CBTEIQHHSHEI LIS H6IT
HRIBEHEGHH CHmaITaINsHDH CHIHOHBHHIH CHTETEHID alenEHUTed Dienel
SIDOHF HHSH. BHAUTH6T, @@ GUILULILL ellughalsd daiand CFisHHnmeb
(focus) (p&HAWIDTET QEIIBTHS HHI6].

QUIHLDLIT6VT 6 EREm6mTUIS HeNThIBH6NT, CF U1 BBLDHSHICH 6w (HEHEGHEUTESH D H6iT
uge| GFUILD HTOWITONBEMeT 2 66 balUeiene. Flev EeneRIULIGHSHENRISHET,
SHhIBeT  261_sellweorenyser BFsflé@d “woHdws Gauidsen”  (hot news)
GBHH BTRemTeNBMeNs QHTLJhHa UsIITNha almalsimer. Senel Sy B
umgmlL $&HS (L6 CaaBBmIss6NT@LD.

b BTGITalD HMBAFTELEED

FOFUNSSLUULL 25-@&D GuBulL sTGswmmeflsaisv, psipl Grsaield o eier
“‘PBbe sTOmIMaNG HmHOFTeevs0” Liflemer HrmiGeT AIH QFUIGHTID.
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FInésiul L sreamailser GmMldHd ImIbal bbDHHIHHT:

BeTd 3 MHIOLRISEHEGHE GmpauTsd Qmbs CousmiBld, RevenevOLINEd DI
Felllenl  gBUGBSHS, LTTmeUWITETTHT AJIHnSH RhHIONBITTE6T.  Flov
s1eemell®sT 45 MO MmseEnH@ Gosd S mbaHe.

QFIHSHHEEMID  UTUIHHHTHAD, 261 & HIOSHSHIL 68T HUITHHBSLILIL L HTHLD
AmHBH  Geuewi(Bd. BIMIGET LMTHSH  GUbLTeOTENeme),  JOHTORITETMBL
FHelb@G “LgFamyd” BmID “odHeT CHTLIL” FTibheHmeluTs G mbaH6.
CFIHSHHAEMID DBBMeNS 6TEHIBID, 61HIG6T HHBHSHILLIIY 261l & HLD CBslgHenerl
LTLUBBTSHeMe 6T6IMID [BIRIS6T HHSHWeIBenB BFTafeH8HTiD.

Fov sTOemTefleen CFUIgsenTes E606VTIDED, H6VHHIMIWITL 60 HHDFF SIS
QAMHBSH, e GJBBIGCBTETEN (LIQUITHME.

oTedten  QFmeveLLILIL.  Gouemi(BD  6TBILIFEL  Fnfemiowimen  oBEID  GFHefleuTer
TR HBHIL_ 65T HaUaD OFaHHILILI9HEHS Geuemn(BLD.

RH HMHMWEF  CFTebeudled UmLLIUTBBL WHSHTE DHBH Gouami(BLb.
HMBHEB([H, HMBHWL 6T CHTLIUMLWSHTE QhHE Couswi(Bd. DUHsL @ LoallFH
o _enifeyd Fmml (Human element) @més CouswiBio.

I E NN LIPS BHHMBH S HHHMENDHSB, BTEevorTei B6iT usHHflenas
QmEMTULISHHENMH 0 2 66l QFUISUIL 61 RemenrbBLILILIgHEHSH G6uemn(BLD.

Fov (s0p GomPuisd 2 siten) sTGITaNSaM6L BB Q6w GomPseisvid
ST HEMEVLILIEH6T Q) [HHH6, GLOGILD SIeN6 SIHEMEUHBEGHLD HEIHSHFnIQUISHTSH
QAmHH, D& WOSD UTTTL L HHHBHH!.

FovauBpsled  oyiplomenr  FepsF  QFUISWNEmE  REHBHH, DH  OSE|D
UMTImTL L $HSHEBHSHI.

@6N0auT®m  HToewmaflenwiud HellbHaNwnss FoJlLlbs Gousmi(BD 6TIMID, L0
s1oemrelismen @8y alewewiliLSHe S  QROIBTEF CFJHedbIlTgl 6B
BOOTH6T LI HHIenT &5 ety

ufhBHIMITH 6T

BLHH Fov emibHeile0, HIRIG6T LlealmD ) BeoTFenandemen aIlpmIduleTGenmid
SeBpilsd FevauBens SLPI sB6uTsl Bl (penmliGdHs) almaEBSH:

DMMUIHHET QRGN  LDBHID  ReWEMLIGSHD  HeNMBIHM6T  HBIR|H60
(hosting) @fles LWIBHAs6T aupBIGLILL  GeueuiBLD.

Brinpdlseflsy “srosmmel eurulevrsds SmeHampibsv” (Video Storytelling)
B “Usiiesn_smisen”  (Multimedia) — oiFHTougk 2 6wy, EUHFLIL BIH6IT,
B1EeTeilHeiT, DieflGoage yaluiuBrlen Hevenan — &wemel S 1DGILB
Gouemr(BLD.

G\ emeuuTLLIS H6T QeI ILT60 o_6iTeNT HEDL (DM SIMILINBIGBEN6IL
LS THHIOSBTETEN,  (POBEFTIT  SinILioN!  LSITeYd  GUOSH6T 2 [HeuTsHSILL
Gouemr(BLd.

OauefpTHEeied  CLBOSTETENILIGID — eneWIWIGHSHT  QlgalsHIlIL]  OBBID
Ceweour’ (B  (peoBHemen  Crfled  DNHHIOBTEITEHID  UTUILILE6T  GULPHISBLILIL
GouswiBLD.
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BsBars, WAL BGH Gupalear 2 BINaTEsT 2 GHaldh SHWTITE 2 6T6Ien].

TRTHTVHHMBHTH  BTHIGHT LlsiialmeusalBensll LflbalenyssCnmb —
SIFFLOUGLD  ushAflensseien eenamil  LSILSE6T  OBBID  Renswriaifluied
B  Geueflwm@d uSHflenssmen 2 66N b@HHe0 6Oaale, CFUISHmer
QIPBIGLD 2emL_HIDTH @emel GLIHES  eIHa 636

FHengfl wBmId eprulm ubHSHflendame 10U B, LB UmeausTey  Ceusiuibaerie
(IBFMIDETEN2_UIL 61T) EREMENTULIGHHERIBENENTUID 2 _6IT6NL & &HFH60.

HIT BH G

om_Hellied, HBeusd QFHTHeOHI_ LD, UedeT sellwied  (multimedia)  wBmiIDd
SRememil QIGEIMIDIIL] HPHUI HIOBH6I60 DDHSH Digilend Gamewi AT [Hdb
GWOTEIBL  QUBBIBHSH 610EGHE HMLbs CumD CuUBTEGL. REGpaisd
vFFH CHBaubIT, HeMard HBHHTF, 6l6i. 6lD. b6t BHID 6. HerLmeodmisbLD
SABHCWITT R 1bOUBM HHIHE0T.

BpAWTH, 6IbIG6T 155 BIOLIHMS MIHHMDEHTH Sevmend U UUTFFwy
shshAHBE (The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka) pmEHeujsenmalul  BrmissT 6o
Baslenuid CHFlellsHHs0sTeTSCBID. SIS 6, @Hs0 LRGHBB DiemerelhoHELD
610G HeBISlBemen 2 [fl&HHmTdh@&Ha) GmmiD.
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Report of the Panel of Judges — Online Newspapers

The Best Designed News Website for Online Newspapers for the Excellence in
Journalism Awards 2025 had a set of applications from Sinhala, Tamil and English
websites representing newspapers from the length and breadth of the country. Several
major newspapers representing all three languages applied. The video section, also,
had entries in all three languages.

The committee assessed a total of 8 websites for online newspapers, which is a
decrease from the previous year. There were applications from 2 Sinhala newspapers,
3 Tamil newspapers, and 3 English newspapers. However, the number of applicants
were less than the websites that were online, and we suggest steps be taken to work
with the newspapers to increase the number of applicants.

How the websites were evaluated

A website is primarily used to get content. It is the design which makes the content
readable. Good content with hard to use navigation will stop people using the
website. Interactivity helps the reader read and respond to the news and feedback
gives a fresh perspective to the news item. Functionality is important as it allows the
website to be speedily accessed.

The five criteria used for assessment:

= Content

= Interactivity

= Structure/Navigation
= Functionality

= Visual Design

Observations by The judges:

= Were slow to load, and this prolonged delay could lead to the user skipping the
website

= Some of the stories were stale and out of date.

= Did not have facilities for feedback

= Did not have videos to support the stories, the videos were not newsworthy but
contained only advertisements, and some video supporting the story did not
open when clicked

= Social media linking was not comprehensive

= Plagiarism — when stories are printed without attribution as to the original
publication
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Recommendations from The judges:

» Advertising, while necessary to provide income, should be judiciously used to
prevent users being distracted

* Website design, including colour schemes, should be improved

» The websites should be more user friendly

However, one Tamil newspaper website had the facility to translate the whole
website to Sinhala or English, which the Judges considered to be a commendable
development.

Regarding the Content:

* Newsworthiness of the stories was important, as opposed to what the website
wanted to push

= Most websites did not focus on one story but had a collection of stories which
the user had to select. The Judges considered focus to be important.

= Most websites incorporate videos generated by Citizens as the news happens.
Some websites continually update the videos on the website with “hot news”
gathered by their reporters. Both these are commendable developments.

Best Video Story Telling

We evaluated “Best Video Story Telling” of the submitted videos in all three
languages in a total of over 25 videos.

Our impressions of the submitted videos:

* The length should be less than 3 minutes, otherwise it becomes monotonous,
and viewers lose interest. Some videos were more than 45 minutes.

= Should be newsworthy and produced with journalistic ethics. Most we viewed
were “propaganda” and “public relations” pushing something. We discarded
those which we felt were not newsworthy and which in our opinion did not
adhere to journalistic ethics.

= Some were not news but talk shows which were not acceptable.

= Should be focused with a sharp and clear idea of what has to be conveyed.

= Should be creative in telling a story. The subject should be connected with the
story. A human element should be present.

= To keep the reading habit, the videos should link to the story in the newspaper
website.

= Some (in the Tamil language) had sub-titles in the other two languages and were
accessible to all, which is highly commendable.

= Some had in-depth social reporting, which is highly commendable.
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The Judges recommend that each video be submitted separately and not grouped
together as several videos under one application.

Recommendations:

In the past few years, we have suggested the following, some of which are now being
implemented by SLPI:

* Training should be offered in website design and hosting on the web

* Training should include “Video Story Telling” and “Multimedia” combination
of text, graphics, videos, animation etc.

= Informal experience sharing group be formed to share the practical experience
of designing websites

= Exposure should be given to overseas website design and implementation

For this, the members of the assessment committee are ready to help.
Recommendations for the Future:

The inclusion of e-newspapers of printed newspapers and web only papers, as these
are an increasing method of news delivery

Inclusion of the websites of periodicals, not only the dailies and Sundays.

Assessment Committee:

We were privileged to have an assessment committee with wide experience in
journalism and in Information Technology, multi-media and web design.

The committee was comprised of:

= Lasitha Devendra

= Kanishka Sugathadasa
= N.M. Ameen

= V. Thanabalasingham.

In conclusion, we the Judges would like to express our gratitude to the Editors
Guild of Sri Lanka for the trust placed in us and would like to thank all those who
participated.
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This newspaper supports the
Press Complaints
Commission of Sri Lanka

Right of Readers

The Editor and the journalists of this newspaper respect the
“Rights of Readers” and endeavour to follow the Code of
Professional Practice of The Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka, which is
implemented by the Press Complaint Commission of Sri Lanka.

If you Have a grievance against us, you are welcome to contact us
directly and we will strive to provide redress to you.

If you are not satisfied, you could complain to:
The Press Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka (PCCSL)

@ o 5§dvss) StdNP 6nBes®
Boomens usHilens WHDUUTLH be06MIEHE (1D
Press Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka

For Futher information contact

96, Bernard Soysa Mawatha(Kirula Road),
Colombo 05, Sri Lanka

Tel: 5353635 Fax: 5335500
E-mail: srockwood@pccsl.lk Web page: www.pccsl.lk
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Media Organizers

TEGOSL

The Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka Newspaper Society of Sri Lanka

_ é\ (Bl

FMM Bcwd s DmSNOB
SEHST LA QUESD
EUIELLE) Free Media Movement

SLWIJA

Free Media Movement Sri Lanka Working Journalist Association

RN
SLMMF

Sri Lanka Muslim Media Forum Sri Lanka Tamil Media Alliance

Federation of Media Employees Trade Union
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B o OV NG BB G o Doma Lotsen B8 aSmed 83
o8N gOPED gmemES B HEMEOGTS RLROHNG DO 2013 et
80 Sa@nds BBS0mN &0 ceer SONORE. O BBEBO OGS DEICDTD
8T 63 HTHO® v £rded.

uNImLIR D&ILPSEmMD

SNWIMDHBTV HFTUSBIS6MeD HTFSFAUND U6 USHBMD
aatafufl Lrenisar, usgflas OpAfuT Haaransi ussfas Gy iy
FRIBLD alBHBHIBeT MPBIGSDSGI. Haraimbaar HTuemar us s fasumenTser
udPlu Fev Mlysar.

Men of Eminence

The Sri Lanka Press Institute and The Editors' Guild of Sri Lanka present

Journalism Awards for Excellence 2013 in honour of notable newspaper

Publishers and Editors of yesteryear. The following are pen sketches of these
distinguished newspapermen.
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Goelenr 19 &Feveur

Mr. Mervyn de Silva

Obds3 ¢ 8CEDr om0 1929 e @AB 5 Om 8 com EPG. 1949-1953 e
@y “University of Ceylon” »® 8dD Se¢nie 60D wotdmdens ©¢ ¢od yDasts
B0 ¢ @y wegn. BB cwde  »ec®s 83w @ 1954 & abLmBs
208G e®sn Dibmmcedn eEs oG v e O3 de. O35S ¢ 8EDs
@m0 1960 & oG w5 arcmmed €830 mibs OwNEE0 O Di. ©ed @y 1965
2 ‘6085 @Retdl’ (Evening Observer) gosivesd Sewids mbmdde eces o
»0m cE.

00 goed YYIDO -G8 Crrwmn Oy § Beeisl e B (Ceylon Daily
News) gdfoes »Umeddw @00 ¢ 1970 & o3dw. 1972 & @ oG vy goiuss
©@wed yim BUPIOSEI VDO Bdes.

1973 8 oG »8ed gremme Smen w0 @¢ ¢nd, 1976 & 88810 Destadmm
OBBued Cde D85 DS ¢ B8ED1 Vv eEders’ vy WO 8. Y® Dwebl
® 0y e9colnm @850 wles 8 V80 ©e@nnd ym WEDCGI e O
Be. & 90w DWE YD) POBISS IR BIBHD EceDBO SO MO ¢S VDO
©IQVBeDEHBI DD 3.

1977 & od.a5. Sudbdm IEme des 088 @wmme ¢ Smen 0D GE and,
1978 8 ¢ 83D @m0 ewdens’ o Wi CE. dO Dweb ©® 18 @rwede @y 'Eo
©®8ws’ (Lanka Guardian) es®c® eic®@» mego.

2y 3.8.8. o’ ‘08 siec 088’ (Financial Times) ¢ @e®1@08e30’ (The
Economist) ‘088« @3 @x38ws’ (Times of India) e» ‘@@=’ enoEs’ (Deccan
Herald) o> @ico»dE Di600m010n oGt »0gn ®»egn. »d¢ @y 5D ewlts
088’ (New York Times) ‘@mfobmyiemE evoEd I3gzs (International Herald
Tribune) ‘e @D 8deci® S (Le Monde Diplomatique) ‘SedSwos Bexso
@B (Christian Science Monitor) e ‘08 3ot gemesnds 888" (Far
Eastern Economic Review) s gman wew ¢ E8 Ede.

8 om0 wma eoesced ad®m @®ieBDdn 8 @y, 1999 €A 22 O E» ¢dsn
Bes.
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Guwellsir 19 Fsdeur 19290F@60 UL LTa) 5 b Had LUIpbsTy. 1949 - 1953 ouib
AeHE6Ts0 DiaN] LLBMVEBIWS FehFlewaselen pAflwgTelmbaid @m Fml
QeuidHHTemenud SUJDISHTI. Deu] FLLdbsevel LUIBIBICSTENIMbBSH CUTSHI
1954110 e Cevdameyerd BpleuaIhalsd Ligd @By LMITEpsiiny QFglwmenyTa
CabaTy. 1960uD SemTged Dieu] Ceudameerd BBIUISHE 6T BIHST DIEVINETTHE
Caibal 1965 b yeuingsL LOTemey “@LBFaIT” LS femasuien 2 soll edlfluirment.
1970@60 19 Hevour SippHTelled (WHBW mESed HemFflumuimbs  “Fl@somedr
ELufel mugerd” usHflewsulen  opFfflwugremy. 1972@60 o0uf  Cevdbamelerd
Boeusrl usHfemsuien Lgso opfflwgrenty. 1973860 Covdameled HBie6ID
ST &flemOUITeH B L .

efiom@eum  UETILTIHTWSST  SiFFThisd  Goeler 19 Hevaurenel  elevdhaluigl.
3I8p oeniged iU Helwiny 2 L enowmulmhbs “‘ewried” Himleuesadled LIFsHo
aFfwgres  CFIbHTI. RHMTed BBTVHHBHHEEH @A®m Oum USHHflens
Geuefluil (b Mpleuemisaisd 185 LB eudlhHs @Crowmm LS fenHUITeTTTauT].
197740 UeuiTiged  “ewJberd”  Bmleued(Lpld  G2g. T LWIeNTHEN B DI6UEISHSHT60
S FFlepowmssiIUl L&l 1978@60 19 Fevaur uHel elleobaiul Lmy. 1978 emeusmd)
IDTHHH0 Do  “6UBIBT HMQUIs FehFlendemul SLFIDLISHSHT.

oy 0.8 Menmeiidlwsd ewyberd  (evemiLell) & 61&HOBTIAVMB, mIDeD LI
ApbHwr, QLT Gammedl. B usFHflensseaien CQFUISWTTITES  SMHbHSHTT.
DIHFHIL6, Sial] B BUITTemL Lberd, E6iL JOmageed Gamymeol, pslLfluyedr, s0moeELT
lBenmol 19, Fpfleroflwen Fuwlsiiery GuomellB®iy, .".umy Feroge s1HCHTOIOS Feluy,
B USFFensHEHID 61108 SUHSHTT.

BeVmINE USIHFendBF FRBHH (PHO HMevauITd SmhbHaly, 22 opell 1999
YD OLEWIQ6D  SITEVLDTEIT].

Mervyn de Silva was born on September 5, 1929. In 1949-1953 he edited the
university magazine and founded a news-sheet. He joined Lake House in 1954
as a part-time Parliamentary reporter while studying law. In 1960, he joined the
permanent staff of Lake House and in 1965 was appointed Deputy Editor of the
‘Evening Observer’.

Mr. de Silva became Editor of the ‘Ceylon Daily News’, at the time the premier
English language daily, in 1970. In 1972, he became the Editor-in-Chief of the Lake
House Group of Newspapers.

Lake House was nationalized in 1973 and in 1976 Mr. de Silva was dismissed by
the Government of Sirimavo Bandaranaike. That year he joined the privately-owned
Times Group as Editor-in-Chief, thus becoming the only journalist to have held that
designation in the two major newspaper publishing houses of the time.
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In 1977 the Times was also nationalized by the J.R. Jayewardene administration and

Mr. de Silva was dismissed in 1978. In May, the same year, he founded the ‘Lanka
Guardian’.

He was correspondent for the BBC, ‘Financial Times’ (London), ‘The Economist’,
‘Times of India’ and the ‘Deccan Herald’. He also wrote for the ‘New York Times’,
the ‘International Herald Tribune’, ‘Le Monde Diplomatique’, ‘Christian Science

Monitor’ and the ‘Far Eastern Economic Review’.

The Founder-President of The Editors Guild of Sri Lanka, he died on June 22, 1999.
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8. 0. et v
12. O[T Ge3aTH T
Mr. D.R. Wijewardene

W

8. b, Beddbn @wmn (1886-1950) § Gomn ¥OTsE ®EI eBwined 85 eddln®
5O E1edEewsS. Bewes ¢80 § o DI ICS BE OBess OwHm
EDm60 BNens’ 8¢ § 0dnd aldBe ed.

8.005.5080605 @von yoews o8 yddues weme Bwod ©F a8,
1918 & ‘Beeis’ oOE 8Bge’ (Ceylon Daily News) gosfen @id®» weds. & o
80 @90 dwes agfdig 32 = ©®e Bw. 1923 € Seddcm @vmn ‘Becis’ @Rsbol’
(Ceylon Observer) gofen 8cE o8 amd, @yed Dxidn O EIKD B IHOD
DO 3OS OB SEIEHO Do Begn.

) sBeetdmden Oxoidedd Be@DO Bed wuve ¢PPedn § and, Fodd
Bewes @R o100 om0l g s Coeds mssEwes’ ©s@® wdo ©Remds
2DBDeoD Bedas.

8 oD Bewes @R D80 @m0 oty By aidgudn Jod, 'oCn g @B
e’ GOaPB o) w@0® eRn PETeDD AR wY AES® WO GO
adcussem ¢01®s B8 »od&s.

BTeVEhOFeB  19.91T.60CmeufHemr (1886 - 1950) @Qevmensule USHFHflemnsd
SHlenp  eaugeorBpslel QUL LSS flenBWITeNTHEmeT Q@HOUTTOITT. @BBTH HHHBHTLD
CUBIISBG WHHW BIIG &HFTUSRGNL CUIHILSSeT aITpelGs0  Eeurs
QFevaTd@dH HeMdbHeTmWTUI S(HbHHSH!.

HTeVEhOFIB 19.1T.60CMeuTH (PpHevlsyd Fmigken Qomfld gHenaflumer “gHembdler”
USHAFenBMU  HAIUFIOTHHH QBT my. L6 egd 32 eudhl  Illgled
1918 o0 pewi “FGsumest OLuled BHuyerd” LSS fendEem UFDLISSTT. 1923
D e “FGeumst  @UFTOUTT uSHHfmBeOUl  OBETeTHL OFUIH  HH
usHAflensseien Camyemealsd Gauml LSS Fensemuiud BFidaIb0\HTemILT].

] FTHMHSHD BWHBHH6 (WeTCamgsenLel Haly 2 L snienpliurersamui b
RQevmnd  &FHHAHTD  upesBEe 2 selwu  flgstellu Gsienioildbsa

77 DOVOOVOOVOVOOOOIVODVOOIOOOOVODOOOOODOOOOOOODOOION

Q
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
S
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
S
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
S
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
S
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
$
&
S
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
&
$
&
&




OOV OO GO

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

ST FWIeOITH B EHL68T OB (HBHBIOTUIT B HHSHTT. HHHAIID CUBB ETewi® 6uwI[HH6MeD
SRl E616)60E AT HHHID Ge0HamaD 6160  HeTBMIWLILIL (BeiTen, CF60aITd @D
FHAUD 1065 usHflens FrogrFfubmd Hoigl IUflennd Cardsres el (hF
OF6ImTy.

D.R. Wijewardene (1886-1950) was one of the greatest newspapermen in the history
of Sri Lanka. His influence on the public life of the island in the four decades up to
Independence was unique.

Mr. Wijewardene first took control of the Sinhala daily newspaper ‘Dinamina’
and in 1918 at the age of 32 launched the ‘Ceylon Daily News’. He bought the
‘Ceylon Observer’ in 1923 and added a string of other newspapers to his expanding
publishing company.

He was an active supporter of the pioneers of the Reform Movement and was in
close touch with British statesmen who helped Ceylon gain Independence.

He died two years after Ceylon gained Independence, leaving the legacy of a
powerful and influential press empire known as Lake House. .

etk
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3. 8. 800b» mHoN
f.a.Flaisanm
Mr. B.A. Siriwardena

DO eaienl Bo®ndsl wy sdmesd end B’ e ywd g d. d. 85obdm
@m0 con CRed, Bum; emided A0Be ®ede. &g eviBuned gemn §
8B806Rm Owmn Imd 88 BO8 Berocens’ ey 8ed eIER GIDBIC DEBICENSI
aOBVIBBE FIE.

88060 Ovmn eddiecdis BED SerIed ges § 8, alrn® DIOYDOEO
D0 @¢RIED Bwrdn®DEO e 8® Besn s @0@80 8ddSesEens’
003 B®0 8¢ Be.

"80 wtdetd @ed OO et emedd, »e0 »ES (B.A.) miEes v Hew,”
=18 Oy BBOOO @@ Oe3HO gdied B3ede.

DEROD GBI BevEed ROEcewn e emd DIELS ede Be®xs3 oegd,
) B’ OFses deds® eCanenn) e JORLS RO a¢dRdew Hed
@. B0 30530 B Vwmn B VYD eCBWYE FIHHBO AT ©BIBN

ce.

88060 v BO® DatBe Edned eve® BHEHY W ®&ed ‘@ty YOBses
»E00m ecnd. O8E @y O EE® DOvs glocusied @cdcb® S
©w® cTOEOEO OGE WE §ou, 80 OO CBWILNDOD GWIS eBPEDSS
BS0DBEBIeS 3BOD oSG 838 @®ICDBG &% OBeSH.

@ 8o Ok D @R eWiBwed KewdE OO abdubesr ewe® w®»
DBOWIC @D 0 ¢ DE GLOBB OB DRIeDEeEE.

SHH|  HEWILITHEMTID QUTFHTHEMTID ST 6Tl SiewipdalIL L 1.6 fnfleuf oo
HwenOsTmBeoules UL LeSweled LIBpbaTy. @m eleusruiules waemsll  LIBhsH
U.g.dfleugsemm Qrssleryfl evfFausd ellssHumeowssend iHe s GampL
SAMBHTE HOTFUNID Heoel SHBBT].

.g.dpfaugsHen CUITHWMeII LVEHMeVEBHIDHHH60 CFIhah CUTHMID Dieu] DiFdluisd
BLaIGHMBH6MNBV DIHBID FHLIL L H6dT elleneneutd LI L 1bEOUMID eumuilienil GopHaHT].
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QmbHID  Deu]  GaBITHE BT :  “eTeialenl W GUWI®HBE — Ll6iemeveiis)
(psienmeL L1.e] QHEBMHI” TNl LIGVHMVEBIBHMS mEBall LLsm oieuj Al
&Teold  Fleomud  yepbHTd  deomflulled sFANW  CousenhdmE A flwrred
BL_enLOWITHBASI6TT].

] “‘mrHw’ usHHfemsuien s BeIl UGHUTL 611ps), LSS FensdHHiemmpuisd
HNEH  BTevgenul 6IBHHl  meubHHT . Lledieni] el et elebAFdhis ey
Bovdameaimied BaFjHEIbBTamILTy. Fpfleuisen, "ihd” UsHFHflenauler pdfluigrail
uenlwWTBwWCUITGI, HIogl 21 Heillulsd QITPHMBUTET 2 FFHemd 61U I6NT]. &HITLD
RvHE  MAUHHTHENGT DL MIDHEMENUD  GHMBUTHHMETUID — FniJDIDWITHRLD,
BILLLDTEN  [BeDSFHNGULILDID, SHHMWOWTHD  FTIQUI  DEUTSHI  6T(DSHBHIH6ENTED,
QITFHTHeN6 GLIHL6NTE)] FHIMUWD OFWTEnSHHUWIUD GLIBMBTY.

fmimsen oo sellwels OFTeLalNSHHIHEG, 2 WICITLLIPL &HHH OeuefiiLr®GL
Benmhd Liev QFTBOBILFEemeMUID LILTLTBHEMETUD DISNT  6MLPHIES 6.

B.A. Siriwardena, 'Sira' to his many friends and readers, was born in Bataleeya,
Siyanekorale. The son of an ande farmer, Mr. Siriwardena was educated at Sri Sivali
Vidyalaya, Ratnapura, and later at Ananda College, Colombo.

Mr. Siriwardena entered the University of Peradeniya but was more involved in
political activities than studies, which resulted in him leaving the university sans a
degree.

"Instead I have a B.A. before my name and not after," he used to quip.

After a brief stint as a teacher at Ananda College, Chilaw, he made his debut in
journalism as a feature writer in the 'Jathiya' and was later recruited to Lake House
by Esmond Wickremesinghe.

Mr. Siriwardena reached the pinnacle of his career as the Editor of the ‘Aththa’
where he won the overwhelming admiration and respect of his readers for his attacks,

barbed, sharp and witty, on the follies and foibles of those he targeted.

He bestowed upon the vocabulary of Sinhala journalism a series of spirited and
expressive phrases and usage.
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Mr. Upali Wijewardene

coE Beddbn ®vmn ©IBs® eBwiced § comed 85 DB B
OO 8 evemm Dxdmusiens’ O gewd. 1981 & et gereim
@vmed ©8rdn BOBes w@v® (Dawasa Group) s@enz Ciess @230 GrI@D
200208 ©Es SIS ODInDD, Seddblm @wm B D1l @D ‘EeIE
08 ©@e® (Upali Newspapers Limited) &8 52253 @100 1600 meds.
VOBS 30Dy ©LedESO HBewedd gcwe vg BEOO 4D B B&. ¢l
OO Ol ©@we s @0 B e Fwois®n d3es .

oo 0O, »O® KYOFLE Egeadd DD ays (R VIO IR BedDbD
@m0 @00 Be. 1983 € ©1eCE8wed 8O & Cod AR ¢ty 983 83w
ned 0s9dnBm e¥d wImn 8OO By andcws’ § gm0, d8 8ed® e oo
©@eH] HOBSBOE B FOBES VDO o Sa.

Dt @fdrg 43 OB »oren el 8¢ § ned andcns’ B® & Gowed e0@esim,
2058 00530 ednamiey Fednusi8 o 8o S®rens meds.

o umell eil@xausmen, Eevmiensdulss FlosTen aIFeuTBmled WGaD CeuBslsTLoTeT,
afHSHL  LFwpsTsefsd @meugmeuty. 1981 Sub uewiB U] HH  Hpleuerd
GWWHEIL 6T  Coed @B BHoeasHmEH  RmedHSTT A 2 _Lmed
BuperoGuiiyerd eNOLL. DHBTELHHL DTHHGHF QFTHHOBB LSIISLIOTS &(H.
Czumev GemCaeualel E6igGLIETIL 6T BluLero@ULILT &b I BHEL RBHHSHSHI.
RbH  Hoeuend  &WITHer 261 SHeluleOToNTHEhEGHS S  GeuellliLihaHd)
QeI HHICHTTEHID sUTUILIEHL QUPHIBIUIH. QRHIBID DAHHE GUHWWD DTHE FTTUMBB
M GIVTHS S JHBDHI.

FHm. a1CeuFHaalTed HLog! LA flensseT OFIHHSH alenTalensHd HTent GUIsvals0emsv.
1983 oulb e WCsuFAwmalelhhba SevmmEH@&Hd H(HOLNSOBHTENIYHHSELITHI,
SIEH  SHelUl L eliorerd  Smewimosy  GuUTendl.  @QFFIDLAID 2 _6udle LIy
uGHAfendHeriled HeweollF QFUISWITS @R 1DOLBBEI.

43 ewgl et @D auHed e STewnmioed Gumendl, Sevmiensullel Feps,
Qurmenrary, fluisd aumpellsd GLHD GBIl Hend gBLGBHSH WIS
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Upali Wijewardene was one of Sri Lanka’s most successful and colourful business
magnates in contemporary history. In 1981 Mr. Wijewardene added yet another
company to his conglomerates - Upali Newspapers Limited, at a time when only
Mr. Sepala Gunasena’s Independent Newspaper Group existed as a non-government
publishing house. It gave independent journalists a place in the sun. Today, the group

continues to be a non-government voice.
Mr. Wijewardene was unable to see his papers flourish. He went missing in his
private jet in 1983 on his return to Sri Lanka from Malaysia, an incident that hit the

headlines of many newspapers around the world.

His disappearance at the young age of 43 created a huge void in the socio-economic
and political life of Sri Lanka.
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CEEIR QTMCED B
Gaumev GarBFar

Mr. Sepala Gunasena

e QeeEm @vmN YO YO YmIenern g 8. 8. geewm vmned
©ExEY @ B,

e QepeEm @ 1961 & ¢’ BowE Eorwmr gdBLm ¢, 1966 & ‘e’ (Sun)
988 Exomn GOPom ¢ @c®» megn. 1974 Om O, dYed EmBB YD
DS g 9bensiNsld Sddedubs 8808’ (Independent Newspapers Ltd)
IO DS OB €@ OB, edsISe B®CI By B BT FTDOD
000 HOecs3® gmins 18 3 8O Ined o weg .

O® D©edE 1974 e300 V0B YOS ww @i vg BOO eBneds’ YOO
OB T B8S aeFwed) 880 008 ywoted w@we BC mam 8. Jdc 3853
SO B¢ @ITOLE 0 GremE DD DD BEE Qenetdm Owm B eds
DE a0, »EB BB e0REIBOEO OB Ded v RNdedd DO OB wGwvn
De0 ¢@ BY&h.

08B BBwe qgenisd S0 w@w® 1977 & &S0l PP ©w@Iv® »Om B DIB
G¢ 83, 1974 € O BE mPO0 IEwr 08 Ben® m0 ded ¢ eminnd @ @0
B3OS @10 ¢ Se.

G EHB @Oes D5 ew »O¥ BGEE § Jbeod IEH®DEO Vedisiy &0
S § 008 &t w@nn, Did B il § Comed &Didm gdtes’
DD 5O DS wEey B8e®n3 wegd 1990 & wdylaensi® D (@» cE.

QOB Bewes ¢ OLIE QEeED BN (OB G EPBOB ¢nnd®ss 1974
g ooty @@mRBe gosfes weo®ws (Commonwealth Press Union) 883 @92
‘@I &3t (Lord Astor) e@@ime ¢ meg .
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Gzumev @GewiBaem (1923-1993), Liguev HIT6L GQeusiuil Lmenmymen 61d. 19. &swiGFsmailedr
(PHDH OB LU .

GBFen 1961 b ewi(p Fmidsen BIOTNHLOTE ~“SHlous sweuld, 1966 4D HewiB
EFe0  Brefigsomenr “Far  (@py6) ubHSflewsEemuund COsTLmSemy. 1974 o
e eellsy, Seugdl  LIFUeOmer  LGSILSIOTeT  E)6ingGILIewTL6dTl  Hluferdo@UILILITerd
OO, Fpeny Rppsen, CardL  @Hpwel, Cuemidaien  UTeISHHISHGH W
FehFlemdden o UL, cpeiy  Owrhsefsud Ooresnd 18 Geuslluibsemend
QBT (BHHSI-

6 e (1974), SWGUTENSHW  DJFTRIGLD, DATFTRISHHIHEG — 61HTT6
Qe u1g)sHemenu b B([HBHHIBEMETULD OaueMuil L HBHMTH, ameLeEL ML T60
ADOHSBHS  DBBHL  USH[wBE  GUWLHHISEEGH PHHDIUILE QUG
DIUFTHTVF FLLNF BN S DBHGHUQD Pl HWIBH6T P LILIL 19 HHHSH!
STFTRIBID NHHH BubsHmensellss &S 15IGD HBhd  GHowbFeanr BIhHHEH
QRBB&HEH HTTEID.

SIQNFTHTVF FLLID HTOTUHWTIENSH ABHHH, 6oL 61 HluyerdoGuIILITerd
eIIOLL 1977 @60 WG SHmdalulLgl. Ulsid, 1974 @b LU L HB&HS
sryewionen  S6H L WBIBEHHSTH, LHW  JFFTHIGHHE  FehailbED
alemyailGeuBul Sy enTengl.

Sepala Gunasena (1923-1993) was the eldest son of well-known book publisher
M.D. Gunasena.

Mr. Gunasena launched the Sinhala daily, ‘Davasa’ in 1961 and the English daily,
‘Sun’ in 1966. By 1974, his popular publishing house, Independent Newspapers
Ltd., had as many as 18 publications in all three languages including children's
periodicals, astrological journals and magazines devoted to women's interests.

That year (1974), the government of the day sealed the newspaper group situated
at Hulftsdorp for publishing anti-government news and views. The group remained
closed for three years subject to Emergency Regulations with Mr. Gunasena refusing
to reopen under conditions imposed by the government.

Independent Newspapers Ltd., reopened in 1977 with the lapse of the Emergency
but was soon to earn the wrath of a new government for the same reasons it was
sealed in 1974.

Unable to withstand government pressure applied through state-controlled banks,
the group folded up in 1990 after blazing a trail of independent journalism in Sri
Lanka for three decades.

The Commonwealth Press Union honoured Mr. Gunasena with the prestigious Lord

Astor Award in 1974 in recognition of his contribution to press freedom.
skeskosk
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cPBC 8O @won
aLarFed 1iflerd
Mr. Denzil Peiris

sgel edsddn® ¢C@1 e 1917 &bn 15 0 &» cov @ o83 858
o, DO Bwed gmE ©0;ms eBPeDS GlBvIsD DOEY 8N B8 &g
B, Dww @gdig 17 & oG 998 Grommnd R § 0y, 80 edE @Retol’
(Daily Observer) e» ‘©s3ed @b’ (Sunday Observer) vz goos ecen8®
U200 DO & Bes.

00 e pE eFHBE B8 @wmn ‘Eown' wy BOBen HOFes ¢ ec®®
e a0, oGS HPE PSS PHEO® YO G Y wEm BRI i Be.
@ ¢e®8med ‘@ewiBedod euyed (Associated Press) gos JhsiBed & como
Bewidme ee ¢ »OEn Degs.

) ednESn eCAD ©eHI SOHS ©5%0), BNIB D BEI Pedps B8R E8
e ¢ O 58D @BEn. 70 @6l @Bl WICEEE, @Y @B’ WEIDTDTO
B0E @DI0enwr A @85 @83 8Os megn. 1970 & o@s »ge aicmm3
0830 801 ®1RBO0 BedBd Oy BLwed @5 BE BHES, OO w0 Dy B08EO
o B @D 953Dl Bw @y, ‘©ried ORebdl yoSves »dn 80y
wEmDCewn § O3 BO0DD ®umn ©w@® YD ‘JBwsd (Asian) »@(B ©Bomo
5OFen Gc®» mege.

oty B0 @y ‘™ B80S gemesn® 689" (Far Eastern Economic Review)
B®0eD HedBn »Bm eee BB § ¢nd, ©ed O8 gy DUms DO i
B, 08 s BE @Y BCEH»IB ¢ Yevs, @B ©®ID ©H PGREEI OB
OB 58 eveg GO 8B ©w1mDEID0 B HOBS Bedn eotid H®ersNDE
Bom Be.

©@C® BBBHC @VBeDEB0 B8 wO®@IDG E5% O(He®S ©gd, eSS B8
@m0 e 8 80 EBBO @& ed RSVDEEE mIKed & OB E¢
‘@8 ©®8s3 (South Magazine) es®cied ¢i€m® »bmiddn ecnd. e®® ©®dd
083000 w3 BB eRIeN] PBIOD EEImed JOOE BrIE Drewks’ ¢eEd Sa.
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@ 1956 and After »® .88 ®imr DeBc @O Bwdx0®n @y »I®eisc’
DB BodE @i ¢ GO DOEE.

eOTEE 85 @uwmn Do @fdrg 68 & EO®eEE ewidEn D B0, gdeim
OO @md, dned HEEIVeRBOIES 00w G @ifded ewie®Im
92880 883 »Bedd ywimy HBed (High Gate Cemetery) mzosd mo» ¢ amd
88 @m0t eme®0 eom I @&

OLerdlsd LTflerd 1917 omfd 15 b HadH LIBHSTT. g LleTensnsamend Gasmeml
GBLUSBH0  ApSHUTTEr  DauT, ShHewHuler  @emeuigpl  eHBEIleNTE  HLOF
sovallemldh OHTLY (Wwipwimiosd Gumengl. 17 euwdsd BGovd amelenilsy SenemibdH
SieuF, Lettenr] “GLulel @uiggeu]”, “FewiGL @lFTal]” eudlul B LsHHflenddsend LD
A fwigmeonm.

@ssTeliLGHuled “menar”, “Fsviflen” pAW USHFNBHMENMULILD Disuf OFHTL Mg
mUSBHHIL 6T, Bovds ameyerilenr LIgHo  Aflwy et 2 wWiFhs  uSelewiud
DAMLBSTT.  Gevmenasuisy  Gwfeamelsr CFrTAGWLLL  Liged  (Associated
Press) Qsu1g) mipsuend s GauiBwmenymsa)d SmbST].

DTFWeD TIRHHIBEHEHSTS 0L (BLOGINS, BTLHLID, Hemev LIBMIL HL(BenTHEHHHTHLD
SF  B@G APWILLGEBSTT. 1970 b UewibdBE — (PSTeN, o 6NEhTIH
BHMEVEHTHEHEHGL UJHEH elembUyd eMdbmH DIJHmen 2adb@&HalHEHTT. 1970 &6v,
BGovds amaMeN DTFTHIGD MBWBSILUGSHHWSBE 61HITE DiehaTadl CUITTTIQeNT]
SILCUTITL L HF60 Siau] CaHmevalwenl bHTy. Sigen Llsen] Sbawneys@:s CFeimsl,
‘gL @uaTeuflel”  LBOMTMm (weteumem  epFflwigmenr  Lrydl el LrEdu e
@ememibanl “gflwien” (Asian) s eumyll USHHHenBeNUIS QHTL FHIS 6.

Wetteory “.".umjy meroL_eir etsseommidle fleiuy” (Far Eastern Economic Review) @sifed
Wyrhedw pAfluprasd Caihal, DiHem AAFWITED 2 WITHBTT. DHBHTE0HS 60
uyeeoTall Lwewild QFuigl, &evllany o1l Yyl Bum, @balIr &rphal, ouigheveor
CarOwuiel o 6ol wahalw LFupsissmenl ULl &HewrLTy.

fmbsH FreuCse 2611_HaWLIGOT6T(HE BT 6 RILEES) (B3] LNesrenry,
CaBTRIOBTHRIS N HHSH VML MIHEG L LOLWTHE, DBGE Ceusllwrer “Folds’
(South) sFehdPewaule evsmus epdflgreny. @RFFehdens pFwmeleud L6w
APSIBTD 2 6086 BTHE6MID LUhe aUTFSH] el L HHd CBTewigmbHal.

“1956 and After” stedi3 mremsOWD, ‘oW BT(PD SWCUTQUITE|D” 6T6diB Hhiser BT
EMEVULILD Si6uT 6T 6.

ST HOG 68 YUOUFH UUIF6D 6VTIL ML HTELIOTEITT. DTS el BLILISHI LY,
TS SevHUleTT R UGHH wamBal  HevevewBdH CHTLLHH0,  HMIed
LomFéEenis  &e0evmBHE 61H6T LMSEBUILLLSH 6lehdll LGS OBTIPDLEEGHS
QasmemrBeugliLr L gl
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Born on March 15, 1917, the eldest in a family of seven, Denzil Peiris had to give
up his studies owing to the untimely death of his father. At 17, he joined Lake House
and subsequently became Editor of both the ‘Daily Observer’ and the ‘Sunday
Observer’.

During this period, Mr. Peiris also launched the ‘Janatha’ and the ‘Silumina’
and reached the topmost post of Editor-in-Chief of Lake House. He was also the
correspondent for the Associated Press of America, in Sri Lanka.

He was well known not only for political writings, but also for articles on drama
and art. In the pre-1970’s he promoted local artists by giving them wide publicity. In
1970, he fought fearlessly against the government takeover of Lake House, a battle
which he lost. Thereafter, he went to India and with another former Editor of the
‘Sunday Observer’, Tarzie Vittachi, started ‘Asian’, a weekly paper.

Later he joined the ‘Far Eastern Economic Review’ as its Regional Editor, going on
to become the Editor during which time he travelled widely interviewing eminent
personalities including Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Indira Gandhi and Ayatollah Khomeini.
On winning an award as the Best International Journalist, Mr. Peiris moved from
Hong Kong to London as the Founder Editor of the ‘South Magazine’ published in
London. This magazine had a wide circulation in Asia and many other Third World
countries.

He authored ‘1956 and After’ and also the Sinhala book ‘Vietnam and Cambodia’.

When he died at the age of 68 in London, according to his wishes, some of his ashes
were interred at High Gate Cemetery opposite Karl Marx’s tomb and the balance
brought to Colombo.
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Prof. K. Kailasapathy
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8¢ 00900 0w R ©Besio.
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8 5 DEDDC@ DD e Ses.
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D530, Oy Boywdn yOBemO wSumn Bum @¢ E»8s Dedwe B8n dmE
©c®g ©iBms 01 ECOIED BeBPHLBIB 18 e ®RANO B § 1D da.

B27® @Vsedecned ¢8O ¢emd O PDe® W BwIDS Oy ©wd BY ao0,
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©@wum, ' Bowdsy HOBen eve® @bl BOw:s O e®enwd®d ¥y we Sao.

B0 BPFDTesoE ©BDwd DY ©0iilc eemEItss, @c®g gLBBD
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CugmrAflwiy &. ewdeorgLg) 1931 b Ui WTPLILITam S0 LIBHSTT. Syemimb
2 sl BGurflenn HTheEHMS WGHWTE 61HTOHTmIL  WEFAWTaId o] HoS
@enemIll LHNSHMGHDH HINHHTT. RHemed iau] Fpienuwig@soBui Gumy GgLiLmen
BIEVHEN6T DUTOUSHBIL 661 euTFLeNTTS PN HHBHHIBD. evmIeNd (S ICLITENSHUI
HlBsumeir) HwLIw Meiteny GamagoL Gmmwsd sevsumfluied ssvell &mmI, Lisbreory
CuITHMENI  LIVBHMEVSHBINBHEA0 SO  GomPil Ll Lliugleny  GoBesmems(®,
WHev auGUUF FAplyl Ul L Sl Gumpm.

Covd ameeied @emewihdh ieuF, elenralGBuw S mErefsorer “Hersyesr”
usbAfensuien siement HANWT useledd 2 wWFbsry. Lty DiHer pFfwrmeen
LGOI

H0& UHHflensulls pevld, Eevmiend L L HH60 HOD QITFH] QI L HNdH el
o _(HUTHBOMT.  DHBTVHH0  HOIPL  LHHFendsenr  Ggheelbawmeledmibal
QB HBHEIGNCCW Cuflgd SHSAUIEHHHmB, GeucwiBOICB  GHMBHHT].
@B 1960 2 _6MBTL (HH Heotenio CaTemi HID 26r_Heluisnsy aleMi]H6olHHHHE0
SeUHBHEH GUEHLD LURIEG 2 6.

“Perrsyeasy” Sieuy sTpdwl LIFLevoTe aumImbdHll LGS, DbHTe0dh HOID Sevdhal,
SIrfwied el Lrgmhiseilsd CUAQUTHeTTES SHHHHI.

ehHOeuTH  oamselweorenfl(pd 2 6iten  FmphLH  UBMensv  GCleueilBOETeRIHLD
FHBeST SNHBGH BMHbHHH. B Llgsmen Gumlguirengrenr “eif@safl” Ayomicsene
TR TOBTERIYBHH HTEVHIH6D, “‘HeIBIemen” U] 2 _WJhsd Henevd@Gd Clbmem(
OFedImTy.

LIBHTVHFHED  LISVHMEVHBIDHHHD @emewibdl, HOPH Hevell 2 60860  [HedIE
PN Leu@d  wabsUULLeumomen Cumdflwgmeny. ieuy 1982 b 6w
SBTEVLDTGOIT.

Prof. K. Kailasapathy was born in Jaffna in 1931 and spent his impressionable years
in Malaysia which was facing the brunt of World War II. This probably resulted in
the youngster becoming an avid reader of war books. On his return to Ceylon, he
joined Royal College from where he entered the University of Peradeniya to study
for a Tamil language degree which he obtained with First Class Honours.

He joined Lake House and soon rose to be the Deputy Editor of the Tamil daily,
‘Thinakaran’. He later became its Editor.

Prof. Kailasapathy developed a Tamil readership with a very Sri Lankan outlook
through his newspaper. He deliberately downplayed the then prevalent dependence
of Tamil newspapers on material from South India.
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He was largely responsible for nurturing an indigenous brand of Tamil journalism
in this country.

He also wrote a popular weekly feature in the ‘Thinakaran’ which was the talking
point of Tamil literary and political circles at the time.

He had the ability to bring out the best in any journalist and carried ‘Thinakaran’ to
dizzy heights at a time its main rival, the ‘Virakesari’, was running into difficulties.
In later years, Prof. Kailasapathy joined the university and became a Professor well-
known and respected in Tamil academia.

He died in 1982.
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Mr. Subramaniam Chettiar
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SBOUTHI 83 UeUBHI UEWIG6D HMeVlg  emeUdHSHIeTen ifCasaFflulled UTIDLISTHBHTOID
QFeveubd GHBLSH LIBhoHaImorsr &lAFweniu Q& 1pumy CO&Her Sbawrelsy
SpeuenlilILl g eTeienild @AFTngHe0 LIBbHTT. eurdliugdsd GuImeng  GHMeNIL 6)(HLD
BMHBHHIGHMEN  GeuauiBoudled  aleLeVIBIOTSW  CQF L IpWITT  Hedl  LIFIDLIENT S
OamPeordw I GsH OFHmfensv el Ball B ASBESGL USHOTH 261L_HHHIMMBUNED
FoHH0ID, HFH Golewiy UL USHflend 261 SRIBEHHE 611DFH DUSHT  LPEVLD
usglflnssd Himpuled Lsp GLBBTY.

flssraiwy o FbaTeoshde0 QF L 1IQUIT] EeVmINGBHE LD SHL MG algUILD
Qeuimpmy. SBursl CHT LS QHmbeomenysel DmILeNHSH  DIOUETONHEHEN6IULD
L& femensemenuid & puin] sentpibsTT. GeuBnpidb6laevsurid Ba) Geuewig GuTyTL
B HeWIL QFLWITT, HwHomen @m UHHfmsd GalswiBoOem “OsuBnlusien
fmisd” a6l GuTmsTUL  effCaafl BTG L 193040 e Sheuemll OTSHLID
640 HoF CeusfuilLmy.

Abs BhrFAw usFHfems apeoid CHT LS Cempeorensefles LlyFFlenersener
CeuelLBHE 2 Fflenwd @GIev sTIpLILIeNT]. DiGHemend CHTLIhHEH Eevmemaulsd SHLOLD
Cuad waoseMelr (WpHeiwoll LSHHflenswns offCssfl Habbsal. oiFCssfluler
o flenwowimenyraa)d  pFflugread  @mbH  OFLuimy 20 eIHLBIG6TTS
RAUUSHAFNBHBTN  THTHTED  NHHAUTTHMH 2 _BIHWTH  DMIDHH!  DIHBHT60T
CBTeTemBHM6N IGHHEH! HBBMEOWITS IOIBL H6T].
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D] HIBBTEIHHEhSHGHD  Cosord SSIBID  Deufledl  SFTD  DHHETT0 Dol
Bl6m6a16) I LILIB 6B .

Qe iy usAfenddH HEMBEE PBISIW FULTILTEID iefle LImaaMUIUTEID
FHBeWID, FIHBHINID eleLIBBTID eifCHF S euflenr Mipedsd Geoucheiind MBS eIBEI.

Subramaniam Chettiar, who founded the ‘Virakesari’, now in its 83th year of
publication, was born in Avannipattinam, a village in South India. The son of a rich
landowner, he was an avid reader and idealist. Rebelling against his community’s
traditional business of money-lending but opting instead to fight for justice and
equality, he began writing to several local newspapers and soon became known for
his journalistic skills.

On his journeys to Ceylon during British rule, when there was much travel between
India and Ceylon, Mr. Subramaniam Chettiar witnessed the difficulties the plantation
workers were facing. Inspired by his dream to fight for justice, he launched the
“Virakesari’ meaning ‘Victorious Lion’, on August 6, 1930. This nationalistic paper
focused on the rights of the plantation workers and their grievances.
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The publication, however, fired the imagination of the Tamil-speaking population,
consequently becoming the most read Tamil-language newspaper in Ceylon. As
owner and editor, Mr. Subramaniam Chettiar guided the publication for over 20
years laying the foundation for a strong and progressive future, built on its founding
principles of accuracy and neutrality. Even today, these are the core values on which
the newspaper’s journalistic vision is based, while it continues to cherish his dream
of improving the quality of life of the less fortunate.

Mr. Subramaniam Chettiar returned to India in 1950. Half a century later, he is still

remembered by his village for his dedication to justice, equality and journalistic
ethics, while he has left a legacy, through the ‘Virakesari’ in Sri Lanka.
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Cauwidin  flellend  uswlwmmplw  eiteny 1982 @60 SBBHHEH  olevdsleniy.
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“‘Beouuien” usHflewsulen elenemwr B Lfley fflwigre Qevemibs ey, 2013
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“An Adventurous Voyage to the Sea” (wammupramL. Gog wysemiul HIWTF) BBID
“The Black Dragon” (s 10&5) epdwienal GBILILGobaemel. FmisensHaed®mhbal
SYRIBVSHHIHGID 6] HIevbmen GomPouwirsHaisienmy “What Makes the Buddha
Great”, “Impermanence in Plain English” eyslwi @pemi(p Birevsemnd oginima@
CamerLmey GewigHer CHITTed 6I(IPSLILIL L 606,

a7 elfleengwimenymsll  LswlwrBpBlwerenty. Revmens Caxw qelblls @&y,
alewenuim’_(bh HlewB ewwFHler allenemurl B ollehebTenll LTLFTens0, FJalBHa
@edblls G  ASwaBPen  CFemenwmBpBiueTenSHIL 6T,  E6VmIENHEHBTE
CarFwl uTLOBEY SUSGHITSD  SHLEWTBYILETENT]. DTFTRIGS  HH6I6D
FHemembHeMHH D e Liemlwimipuleimeny.

FHm. GHwHevd Liev eNhalisemenuld CuBmIeTenTy. SeuBmien elensmuim’ Bl Llflelsv
2000 ob  oewtgedt  FMbH  2a1_sellulevns]  (ReVmIeNd LSHHFTHLITHET  FBibLD

Editors’ Guild ), 2024 <oy syewngest  eflewemuunl B 21 sellwedsy  fpliums
CFwBLLLenwssrer  @elblls almal (FFaubss @elblils ), WesF FHmbs
elewenuim(  Geuefluil Bosmenr 2015 b pewiG  @emmadud)  elmal, SFLT
grafisw Goudd ez (2020, FusHd elememum (B @evsdlwl alpgissr), “Multi
Literal Sports Literate” eflpa (2022, sysbd) eflewenim (§ @Revdaw  elHHIs6N)
SABEDE  DIL_MBIGLD.
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Mr. Asoka Goonetilleke commenced his journalistic career in Lake House in 1976
and after serving on the Central News Desk and in the foreign news desk, he left
in 1982. During this period, he also served on the Observer, feature write on the
Yovun Janatha and Editorial news reporter in Janatha newspaper. He joined Upali
Newspapers in 1982 as the Sports Editor of the Divaina and rose to the position of
Associate Editor when he left in 2013.

He has contributed articles to the FIFA and AFC football magazines, the Dawn
(Bangladesh) and Calcutta Times (India). He has translated to Sinhala language from
English language several books. Among them - An Adventurous Voyage to the Sea
(Mahamuhuda Meda -Maranaya Abhiyasa), and The Black Dragon (Kalu Makara).
He has also translated books from Sinhala language to English language - What
Makes the Buddha Great, Impermanence in Plain English — both books were written
by The Most Rev. Henepola Gunaratane.

He has been a lecturer and served in the National Olympic Committee of Sri Lanka,
School of Sports Sciences (Ministry of Sports) National Course Director - Sri Lanka
and the International Olympic Committee. He has also worked at the Department of
Govt. Information.

Mr. Goonetilleke has also received several awards. Among them Sports Journalist of
the year 2000 (Editors Guild of Sri Lanka), Olympic Award for Excellence in Sports
Journalism 2024 (International Olympic Committee), Presidential Award 2015 for
the most outstanding sports publication, Kreeda Sahithya Vedi (2020-Sabuddhi
Sports Literary Awards) and Multi Literal Sports Literate Award (2022- Sabuddhi
Sports Literary Awards)
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CamIQIDL  SUeMHST  HeLVMFlulen LIENOUI  LOTERIONTTEN  SIeDIJ LISWILTJ  JTE&(,
1980 ouib oo Govd ameyerd HBIOIMIHHED “eIHT”, “Wew BT Bl
usHAfenddeiled  UsIWTBS  HdGH 261l Helluled eUTPHMBMUISH  CIFHTL MIS 6],
Wetenty “Flspndlen”, “sfm” spdweuspiienr euffluy @upsseied Denemibdl, Diges
Wer wsdAw Fwudl flelsd (Central News Desk) uswilwimmbpsleniy. oigedr Lesteny
“‘Bouswl”, “‘FrFelu’ pAUaBBISGHF CFIBITy. SeUTHl 2L Heluled  LILIID
BTG SHFTUSBIBEHEGD  Geomangl. oo selulsvl 61  Sensmibdl,  @eVlLFLIL,
OBHTMVEETL &, 61(0HBHIH HIMBHEMVID Di6U] FLOTHSTLOTE @ LIswlILITENSHenU
®_ (HOUTHBIE OBTENTLT].

DIGHBHIL 6, OBTIPLL  LIVBHMeVSHBHHSH0 26 Hellwedled 19lGemTom LI L (1pLd
QuBmTy.

1994 b oeti(h  SlugHl 261 Helulsd  aUTPHMBUTL @  SH(HLILILDEMETLITS
SmHHEH.  BGud  ameyerisd  uemlwmBple  QEBmemgmbHOUTH,  LSHBTHS
OaTLmIsOUL L Hhisenr Gomd  wrewsv Brefigwrer “Garapoy Lsugh” (Colombo
Puwath) @slesr siewewr epffluigraealbd, eden) oise evewt  spAfuirTaa|bd
AT, DiHedt Ledtenn] “FyFellwt” usHAflensuien opfflugrs Puidldbaiur L gl e,
a0 @saweflenr  (Periodical publications)  (wparenwdhgien  Afluigraen
LieoofWITmBnslevrTy.

ITRGG, Weea@ Bueuadden uuwiBd  wBpd  epledn  Senpullsn  Geveut
A wgrsl usmlwrBpies CsmeamgmbsBuTE!, 2008 Db e Gsvd ameledlslHba
eflevdlemy. @evrhiensd eeluglild gl BHsTuaibHaid (SLBC) oy ugd GCmy
Sifelliumenyrall uemlwimBluleTeny.

UeOLLILN60bE WLIHEHIGHTE DITH LUnhISTIILSEHESTE allosvdnl GuEIyT mlenee)
uemLlevddw  almensll  QuBBTT.  FpleNoseEndsTen  sllphdHlid G TLFuTet
wWGerervBasm LML OBMlenwiu]d Sieuf Henmey CFuIghleTenT.

Mr. Anura Bandara Rajaguru past student of Ananda College, Colombo, commenced
his journalistic career in Lake House in 1980 working for the Janatha and Yovun
Janatha newspapers and subsequently joined the editorial teams of Silumina
and Kreeda, after which he joined the Central News Desk before moving to the
Navayugaya and Sarasaviya culminating in over four decades. Alongside his
journalistic career, he built a parallel career in broadcasting, television, and writing.
Alongside his professional career, he obtained a Diploma in Journalism from the
University of Colombo.

1994, was a water-shed year in his career in journalism, while in Lake House he
became the Deputy Editor of a new evening Sinhala language newspaper - Colombo
Puwath and later Associate Editor of newspaper. He was later appointed Editor of
Sarasaviya newspaper while being managing editor of periodical publications.
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Mr. Rajaguru left Lake House in 2008 while serving as Associate Editor of ANCL’s
Training and Research Department. Rajaguru’s also worked as a relief announcer at
the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC).

His contributions to creative writing earned him the Wimalasiri Perera Memorial
Award for Creative Writing. He also completed a UNESCO course on writing for
Children.
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DIH6H Llettenn], DibBbMeviHFHe0 Oalsilalbdh SHenshdbad LihHflenasulen GQUITBILILTENTTESF
Aflal sMeold SHHSI.

1997 o ewi®, Howd FhHfer aliywelwn offCsafl sumrl  wgller
QurmiuTenyTed  SMbH HTevHA60, USHHfensulsd  Hlemewr — FfluigTe
QememibgpTy. Letieny Fpigl smevd &L Gpmeflulsd slemewr e fluigmesin Lswiwimmns,
WemiBld  eig@safluled CaybHmy. RbHmeoli@GaHulsd erdberoLlyerd  mluyeroGulILITerd
(FBeumetr) NewyGeul eNAGL L. BmieuenddHen FeuGahail ugSlumen “SLOD L berd”
@s10601 L) euFflugrea)d sLenwimBrlenTy. Sigen Lsien] WG efyCsaifd@d
Hmoll, @ule GUBID el SMIE HogH FApLuTer Usllenwld CHTLFHST]T.

Hmogd) FhAIT CQuismentCLT Liysw eudflwiy, sieven pdAflwy, Urs) ewdfluy
o sl L e pddw HAfwg ULl CuUTBIiLEm6T B SHHIGTENT].  DieUTSH
alfleurer SigileUpd SfFLILwIlL Wohs GFmeuu|ld Sieuedy o6 &&h Hlenmullsd
GUUILHHHH QHEUITE HEIUI6TET6N.

Mrs. Chandra Fernando has over 45 years of experience in the media industry. She
began her career in journalism in 1977, joining the Chinthamani and Thinapathi
newspapers published by the Davasa Group as an Assistant Editor.

After working under the leadership of S. T. Sivanayagam, she joined Sudamani, a
newspaper launched by the younger son of the Gunasena family, where she served
as an Assistant Editor.

She subsequently served for a brief period as the person in charge of the Thinaththanthi
newspaper published during that era.

In 1997, during the period when Mrs. Chandrika Subramaniam was in charge of
the Virakesari weekly edition, Mrs. Chandra Fernando joined the publication as an
Assistant Editor. She later worked as an Assistant Editor at Sudar Oli for a period
before rejoining Virakesari. During this time, she also served as Deputy Editor of
Tamil Times, the international edition of the Express Newspapers (Cey) Pvt Ltd. She
subsequently returned to Virakesari, where she continued her distinguished career
until her retirement.

Mrs. Chandra Fernando has held several key editorial positions, including Editor-in-

Chief, Assistant Editor and Deputy Editor. Her extensive experience and dedicated
service have made her a notable figure in the field of journalism.
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QImTanTar H1BUTHOT
Mr. Rohan Abeywardena
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coedan DUm ¢ g @O Cweddd Eide.
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Mirror) ©0s8sm @d®n »e ¢DeGed O8 Bewdds gouds wbm ecess, 2003
@ 2010 @50 DICH DE (DO YIRS ©00m ¢ ex3ws’’ (The Nation) gosSserss
@000 WO eRes @y (8 evemm edur 9 wegs. 2006 Dweds 3cis3
act Ovomn DO B3’ (Weekend Standard) edsfen aic®@» we 80 @y
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Crreamrenr  &7d CusuTHe, 1980 b UG SeigOLIewIL e BHluyero@uLiLiy
GWLHMSHF CFIhd, HBOUTH Qumstsh ‘g (Sun) BTefssd LUIBS
oal_selweomenyias (2 el PANwrms) o sdh SHenpulsd STeOLSHSHHTT. DHIBH
BV DSHHNHMBL GuBm Lsieny, 1981 BaubLfled LAHTHSH GCHTLBISLLLL
o umed  mupevGuited el (UNL) sengl (pHed Smhisdley  [BredaLomet
“8) mevewi” (The Island) & Gaueflul L Burg oimE BoaMbHHTI. DEEG 2 H6
S FAFlwir, slusd CuTs@GaTHEI Lubs pFFuwy, euenlall ubs PANWT, SHlenewrdF
Ceu1g) opfflwiy, GFuwigd offluy, @Qemewt pAflwy, pGeorsgs dAflwiy sreorll
UplILQuITEG  allengalld 2 WIFhHHT].

1987 egremeuuied BhEHULI-E6vmIenNd RLILIHHID HBHOUIIPSHHTEN HTVHHIHE (LT HLD
Wedren(pd, “&  egevemil”, “FewiBL  ggevewmil”, “‘FewiGL  edLLDerd”  (SH(LPMMB)
B WeBled FWIFH pFFwflen NS DAWHSD HedBHH QUTBIIHL eSHSHT].
“Gruwied 1055” GaTLmsiu’ LBUTE b6t Hlewew pFfluigts  (QFu1g)), Gevib
sBeUTH Qumsns “F Cheager @HPed 2003 (wpHed 2010 eueny  Sewent
A wgrs  oeu] wBPW LwieEBD  1BES  (WUITHmel. 2006 @60  19FTedr
DI6VeTY  “aideTenil. L TemIL JI~ E&Hemipd OHTLRIBWCUTE ibet pFfluirTeen
BMHHHT. @ FeLaTEGES BoTFH]T, YmIden COTL 281 H6iluIeOTsN]&HEThdE)
g6l Bevew OFUIg o smije] Sevenev sleiiml Caeiel srpLILIWLISHTE, DiU] DibHSH
BoeerhAHelmbal  ealeodet]. SibsH pGeurasy, MICUTMHW FCHTHT Fmiben
Brefisl  smemT  Gupeleny STLBU  UGHFH  GrsHs0dHened BT330S0 oS 6
yedll  Gumymeilsenend Osmeimey eleomp  “orOUGBD  LFHAHCwss  GFuigemnut”
CeueMuN_19miHHOUTHI, SBISe LA DibH GrHevdmen Glda GGsomL L Lomedt
Qm OFuidew WL GO Oeuefullpmbssl 6Bl HLIQHBTLIQUNBHSTT. 6UTeDU
APHOBTEMNYHBS  (PQUITEH DU, SmHeuimaler LOensILGHSULLL  FnBHIHenerT
o BIFHILUGBHS 6160601 PHTTD RHSHBAI 6160IB1 LSHVIS@GHS CHL L. DbHF bl
AUTHGHNUTHD (PIghd LOBIHIGLD s Sibd BTeMHLWeN®HHEH CeuelGWNIeT]. cpHsH
2611_HAIWIEOTENITE  HTEVEHOFHB HamTed JHBTLSHM ACLUTHO @HEUTHID
B&HE WILLTT. SUCUTEH UHSTEHSH QHTLRSUULIQHHS DbdH BHHEG 266D
ACTFHITE BHHEH 2 Held OBTEIYHHHNT DieUT. LW HDEO(LPSHBENULIEF
Caybmd uswILITeNITeN iy, FPHID Huibsiden DCualTHaa 6l CFIhal Db
BpeleihHmnsd ol B CeusilGuipiery.

seig Guuwiy udey (byline) apsoid s CHBoUHD Sieu] HEUTHID DibHMD
BTLLOTIMED T  HeNb@GHd S UenlwmBpiul 2611 &6l uIsOTer] & 6ThdE
WPRHHUDT DUFHE OeuelFFd HewLlLensd o mIFHeFsHT. 2011 G  @uley
QuEId euedy, HANILLL  6lenena|®msil eiGHNTUIEID, BT 96T HEVIGHTHS HES]
Ceuigwrenjsemet alPIlIL 6 eneudbs Ly eIGUTHID CFuIFHeilsn eniouIghaGeBul
BBHSI.

QUIBGL LleIarBd Sau] “8 eevewil” Gemswlll LFILT60 G HTLTH! Liswiulimis
QUHAIMWITT.
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Mr. Rohan Sarath Abeywardena entered the journalism scene in 1980 with the now
defunct Sun Newspaper of the Independent Newspaper Group as a trainee journalist
(sub editor). Having got a good grounding there, he soon crossed over to the newly
launched Upali Newspapers Ltd in November 1981 when the UNL launched its
first daily English publication The Island, where he quickly rose from sub editor,
Business Page Editor, Deputy News Editor, News Editor, Associate Editor and
Consultant Editor.

In the run up to and after the signing of the Indo-Lanka Accord in July 1987, he
manned the ‘hot seat’ of the News Editor in The Island, The Sunday Island, The
Sunday Times (twice). Abeywardena also had some memorable attachments with
the Daily Mirror as Deputy Editor News at its launch and as the Associate Editor of
the now defunct The Nation between 2003 and 2010. He also served as the editor
of the Weekend Standard, when Mr. Tiran Alles launched that newspaper in 2006.

He never bothered about hogging the limelight with his byline, but he ensured that
journalists serving under him got as much exposure as possible. Till he retired in
2011, he was always in the thick of the news while keeping his reporters on their toes
in the interest of the country whatever the personal consequences.

Since retirement he has continued to serve The Island online.
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Mr. Ariyaratne Ganegoda

08380 OLBEDE 860 VeIe®ID) BHm 1944 Deweble cum (PG, EWIVEBD
LB O BeweE ©w» & o JeBIced 9eon® R Y EH®IL Bednnd
888ed 1966 @1 mved sOems. 8e E@s E8e nE 09 et (1966-1990)
258en (1990-2005) o208 (2006-2011) »o ®OIE (2018-2020) [OBPBOE @3O3
weg . 2020 80 Or¢ eme® YodBu DbmImd eEs eCB»YL YOBPBOEO G8
wsnd. 838w, ARBLDY, Borwdsd dBesocde B8 wowy ar.

& gnd, E8e OBses Bewids g wbme Qowe e®IRD ¢, b e
500 BB ECRBIED BB, EIEH OVDHC 3D, VB BESS e300 DT B3
D0 @8 09 8 o YOS »EIedEFed wewd®ed wi@idmung @8, esrEw
©RedES O B8EIE eIBa0, 3.8 B88DLLD, 18wnDie ©HCIS, eRHO T8
ed ws@mBmenio.

s ool selweomenyren fluigsHen HCGETL 1944 b ewih  LIBHST].
CamLrehCaemen  0HHUW  Hevsumflulisnid  erofeumisT  ellbaHwmeouSHHMID  Heoal
&BB ieIT, 1966 b ewngsd BBHLUILUGSH WeTellsd 261 Hd HIHBUIED HIHIOHSHT].

Hlog oo Halulsd  aumpsmaulsdy  “@ibH (1966-1990),  “Semblen”  (1990-
2005), “eomisrgdu”  (2006-2011), “weui”  (2018-2020) o@w USSP ensHeTs0
uenflwmBpsleny. 2020 (pHed Gsmapb] wHAWL LT QFuigdwremyres  Gsud
ase|ed LSS fenassend@s S BmIHmsT 61(1pd aumESBTT. “dAavider”, “glFyeu]’,
“‘Hensre” PFLIBBISESL 6T S (HEDTHEN6N  6T(LYSILISTENT.

“‘Aemben” uHHFemasuied ooy Lrg) Gauigs) epdflwrmsll LswlwmBslenTy. Hewr
FTULOTE  SleN]  (WPpHBW  Srdlwisd sl dse, GampbL TEES  Feoll,  Gosd
oTEHTem  Femll  pBHWenel  CeTLjuren CFuigHsenensd GFsfldba  Oeusuil L.
SIONT GeVHINS 2 MGG 281 HHNUISOTeN]  FRIGHBHH 2 BIITQIHD  HeuT.
s o sailulsorenysenter fpfleorsd Oamgsny, 1. . FAfleugser, oflwelsis
USEHITE, Oueian HLUFABIE UHCWTT DOUTH FOBTEVHHATHET6L DI MHIGIT.
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Senior journalist Ariyaratne Ganegoda was born in the year 1944. Educated
at Kotahena Central College and Sri Lanka Vidyalaya, he entered the field of
journalism around mid 1966. During his journalism career, he worked for the Aththa
(1966-1990), Dinamina (1990-2005), Lankadeepa (2006-2011), and Mawbima
(2018-2020) newspapers. Since 2020, he has been contributing articles to Lake
House newspapers as the regional correspondent for Colombo Central. He has also
contributed articles to Silumina, Observer, and Thinakaran.

Among these roles, he served as the Deputy News Editor of the Dinamina
newspaper. Having covered major political parties, the Colombo Municipal Council,
and the Western Provincial Council for a lengthy period, he is also a member of
the Sri Lanka Working Journalists' Association. Senior journalists Sirilal Kodikara,
B.A. Siriwardena, Ariyawansa Pathiraja, and Bennet Rupasinghe are among his
contemporaries.
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