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ABOUT THE
SRI LANKA PRESS INSTITUTE

The Sri Lanka Press Institute (SLPI) is established by the
Newspaper Society of Sri Lanka, The Editors' Guild of
Sri Lanka, the Free Media Movement, and the Sri Lanka
Working Journalist Association, to provide direction and
leadership in media related activities. This includes the
Press Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka (PCCSL), which
encourages self-regulation and accountability and provides
readers the right to challenge or correct reporting, while
the Sri Lanka College of Journalism (SLCJ) is the training
arm focusing on skills development for the journalistic
profession. Overall, the mandate of the Sri Lanka Press
Institute is to create a professional body of journalists
which is responsible and accountable to the public.

The SLPI strives to maintain good governance, human
rights, gender equity and poverty alleviation. It is a well-
established fact that a diverse, professional and vibrant
media can address these areas in a positive way, while
a malfunctioning media does the opposite. The SLPI is a
great believer in this argument. As such its advocacy to
enact the Right to Information (RTI) has been from the
inception of the Colombo Declaration in 1998, which was
subsequently revisited in 2008. This project, funded by the
United States Department of State, is one of the initiatives
taken by SLPI in securing good governance and Freedom
of Expression in Sri Lanka.

Board and Management of the Sri Lanka Press Institute (2016)
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APPLICATION PROCESS

STEP 1

Identify the information you need and the
Public Authority holding the information

STEP 2

Complete and submit the application
to the Public Authority along with the
prescribed fee

STEP 3

Information Officer has to accept or
reject your application within 14 days. If
it involves the life or liberty of a person,
the decision will be made within 48 hours

IF ACCEPTED IF REJECTED
* Will allow access to The Information Officer has to
information within 14 days inform you of;
e If the information is difficult to e The grounds on which the
access, will extend the period request was refused,

to allow access upto 21 days.
* The period within which an

In this case, the Information appea| against the refusal
Officer has to inform you in ought to be submitted, and
writing of;
® The person to whom such
e The duration of extension appeal should be submitted
and

* The reasons for the
extension

APPEAL
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The RTI Act enacted in August
2016 empowers citizens to call for
transparency and accountability of
the State which exercises the
sovereign powers of the People,
and public authorities including
private entities which have an
impact on public life. This increases
the proactive and meaningful
participation of citizens in public
life, which is an essential element of
democracy.

This Manual provides the RTI Act
in a simplified form for citizens to
be able to fully comprehend the
contents of the Act and utilize its
provisions to make the Government
more accountable to the People.
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